


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































master, opened his circus in London. Travelling circuses followed and 
in 1869 w ere certainly visiting Warton parish, for there is an entry for 
that year in the logbook of the Yealand Friends ' School , which reads 
'Most c<f older children away 10 a circus ;17 Carnjorth. ,21 

The next mention of a circus comes in 1881 when the Royal 
Windsor Menagerie visited Carnforth .22 Other circuses also came. 
Swallow' s raised their big top in Mr. Miller' s field . This field, now the 
site of C hrist C hurch School , 
seems to have been a useful 
facility. He loaned it out not 
only to the circus, but at various 
times to the Cricket Club, the 
Carnforth Floral and 
Horticultural Show and the 
Rugby Club. Ginnett ' s in 1895 
thrilled Carnforth townsfolk with 
a procession of the animals 
through the town . 

Cricket 
:' In the reign of Henry VIII, some 

r1· - k'£- did nllme and play there at creckett. 
\l1": In 1744 the first laws of cricket were 

->:-Z:"}j ; I 1\: ':. " : formulated and by the middle of the 
'", ·j '·l ,,··:,r . , bl d Cl b 

j 7;: . j , eighteenth centulY the Ham e on u 
... """ '''''p in Hampshire had become the 
influence in the game, to be succeeded later by the Malylebone Cncket 
Club . 

The Preston Cricket Club (1821) claims to be one of the earliest 
in the world ; Kendal Cricket Club dates from 1836 and the Lancaster 
Cricket Club from 1841. The Lancashire County Club was formed in 
1864. 
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The first known report of a Carnforth Cricket Club was on July 
31 S\ 1869; Cartmel were the visitors in a drawn two-innings match on a 
ground said to be in excellent order. Few matches for this club were 
recorded though it is known that in 1871 the club decided to use Mr. 
Miller's field rather than their old site at Warton Lane End. 24 In May 
1872 it was announced that 

' ... the old Carnforth Cricket Club has been 
broken up and the property sold by public auctioll ... Of 
the causes which have led to this di''''',\'ollltioll the less said 
the better, they have their origins ill the weaklleS.'iNS of 
humanity. ,25 

A Carnforth and Railway Cricket Club arose from the ashes and 
played its first match in 1873. An unimpressive performance seems to 
have stifled enthusiasm and no more was heard of cricket in Carnforth 
until 1877. In that year a few Carnforth Cricket Club matches were 
reported (the Railway part of the title having disappeared) and by 1879 
cricket was in full swing with 11 wins out of 17 fixtures. In the 
following season a score of 200 was recorded against Long Preston, an 
exceptionally high score in an era of low scoring on under-prepared 
wickets. It is possible that the club was having difficulty in securing a 
ground, for at a meeting in March 1882 it was decided that the club 
should continue, but that henceforth matches would be played on the 
ground alongside the River Keer as they had done several years 
previously. 

For some years thereafter Carnforth played generally 
undistinguished cricket against local teams, including regular fixtures 
against Lancaster Royal Grammar School. In 1885 there were a couple 
of 2nd XI fixtures, but it may be significant they were on dates when the 
1 st XI was apparently unoccupied. It was not until 1893 that the club 
applied for, and was granted, admission to the Lancaster & District 
League for the following season. The club's first venture into league 
cricket in 1894 was successful, with Carnforth finishing in second place. 
In 1895 a move was made to Mr. Aldren's old field (the present venue), 
but that season's results were depressing and, whether for that reason or 
not, it was decided to withdraw from league cricket. Performance in the 
next years was variable. The 1899 season ended with a visit in early 
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September to the Isle of Man for three games against Manx opponents. 
Sadly the first game was washed out completely and in the other two 
more rain interfered after Douglas Asylum and Douglas Town had raised 
formidable totals , so that no Carnforth batsman had the opportunity to 
show hi s mettle . Nevertheless, the secretary, Robert Hodgson, was 
presented with a silver mounted pipe and a pouch for organising the 
tri p26 (which, one must think, would have been of benefit only to those 
with plenty of money and leisure time) . In later years the captain of the 
club was the well-known Dr. E.S . lackson of Carnforth (of whom much 
has already been said). Indicative of the difference in styles of bowling 
between then and now is the illuminating comment from Lux, a 
correspondent for the Lancaster Guardian, 'Dr. Jackson was again 
succes~f[{1 with those curious under-handers of his. , 27 

Carnforth Cricket Club in the 1890s 
Standing W . Wrightson, Simpson, S. Buttie, Driver, Wiikinson, --- , .---
Seated ---, Paimer?, Dr. E.S. Jackson, McKenzie, J. Dickinson 
front G Hartley, T. Dickinson 

Other Carnforth teams were raised and turned out from time to 
time. Carnforth's General Post Office is known to have put a team into 
the field in 1885 28 In 1891 they were beaten handsomely by Dr. 
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Jackson's team in what must have been a festival atmosphere with 
Carnforth Brass Band in attendance, and tea for about 150 people 
provided by the Carnforth grocer J. Hartley & Co. Hartley's also had 
their own team at times. Latecomers on the scene were Carnforth 
Congregational Church and the Carnforth Wesley Guild, both clubs 
being formed in 1898. 

The smaller townships had more difficulty in keeping a team in 
the field. The origins of cricket at Silverdale are unknown, but a club 
must have existed prior to 1885 when a meeting was convened to re­
form it. 29 Nothing further was reported until 1889 when a victory 
against Milnthorpe 2nd XI was recorded, after which cricket again died 
out. In August of 1893 the newly appointed vicar, the Rev. W. Sleigh, 
called a meeting and cricket was revived in such good measure that four 
matches were played before the season was out. Then followed a 
chequered period, seemingly because of the difficulty of finding a 
suitable permanent venue; almost every year a different field had to be 
found. In 1896 and 1897 no cricket at all was reported. The indomitable 
Mr. Sleigh made one more effort in 1898, captaining a team himself, but 
the next year there were no reports of cricket at Silverdale. 

At Yealand Conyers there were no reports of cricket until 1882, 
when two impressive victories were recorded, but apart from a crushing 
defeat at Carnforth in 1885 nothing more is known until 1889. 
Thereafter Yealand played with only limited success to the end of the 
centu~. Warton township, though the biggest village after Carnforth 
and Stlverdale, had to wait till 1907 before the formation of its cricket 
club. 

There is almost no record of organised cricket for juniors. Two 
games did, however, reach the pages of the Lancaster Guardian, the first 
in 1891 when Burton Boys were too strong for the lads of Yealand, and 
the other in 1898 when Silverdale Juniors gained a narrow victory over 
Heversham. 
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Cycling 
An item of Camforth news in 1869 

was that James Samuel of Hall Street had 
made a good quality velocipede3o - a word 
that had come to be used for the new 
machine, propelled by pedals, that was also 
called a bicycle. It had only been in 1860 
that the first commercially produced bicycle, 
the bone-shaker appeared - appropriately so 
named for it was not until 1868 that the ride 
was softened by covering the wheels with 

------ solid rubber tyres. Shortly after that the 
Ordinary Bicycle (better known as the Penny Farthing) came on the 
scene, so it is difficult to know whether James Samuel was keeping up 
with the latest advances, or not, 
since further details of his Oarnforth Oycle 00., 
velocipede were not given. By 
1896 the Carnforth Cycling Co. 
was established in Scotland 
Road. It was said to be equipped 

Manufacturers of the Celebrat.d 

"Storm Light" Cycles. 
We bllUd Maohlnea fl'om £5 1Oe. to £16 0 O. 

with up-to-date plant for the Call ___ e our .101011. MaahlD_ 

~REPAIRS~ 
PUNOTUAUI' AND EFFlOIf.iN7LY .X.CUTS'" 

PU'I'IKC & WlUUNI: I SpedaIIty. 

various processes of 
manufacture, and to have about 
eight in employment. The 
I eadi ng speci al i ty of the firm rust CLASS UDIIS' UD1'SllCIIIIISa BIBI!, liS perdaJ, 10/8 per= 

was called the Storm Light Cycle. 3\ 

The other result of the increasing popularity of bicycling as a 
sport and leisure activity was the burgeoning everwhere of cycling clubs. 
In 1878 a national club, the Bicycle Touring Club (soon to become the 
Cyclists' Touring Club) was formed. Only a year later a Vale of Lu~e 
Cycling Club was formed. That club was disbanded in 1882, but m 
1887 a new local club, the Lancaster Cycling Club was founded. 
Meanwhile a Carnforth & District Cycling club had been se~ up i~ June 
1886. It organised rides around the locality; at the club dmner m the 
autumn, it was stated that by the end of the season 359 miles had been 
covered. 32 Information is then lacking until 1890, about the time when 
pneumatic tyres came in. More and longer rides were being reported. 
For example there was one in which the cyclists took the train to 
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Grange-over-Sands before cycling to Lakeside, taking the ferry to 
Bowness, then cycling on to Kendal where deterioration in the weather 
persuaded them to complete the journey back to Carnforth by train.33 

There were usually perhaps ten or a dozen cyclists participating and 
these small numbers probably contributed to the club's apparent demise 
sometime after 1890. A new Carnforth & District Cycling Club was 
formed in 1895. In 1896 rides were arranged for Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays. In 1897 the Carnforth Cycling Club announced an 
amalgamation with what it called the old Cycling Club, suggesting that 
the original club had not after all completely faded out. In 1897 the 
Ladies' Branch (with its own committee) was set Up.J4 

Advantage was taken on one ride of the opportunity to purchase 
some equipment from the old Milnthorpe club. JS Most cycling clubs 
tried to provide such practical services for their members. Later 
Carnforth club also started an insurance fund to cover the cost of cycle 
repairs. The rides and these useful services formed what one might call 
the serious business of the club, but there was a lighter side. Cycle races 
were introduced at the Carnforth Athletic Sports with a fancy-dress cycle 
parade at the conclusion. The parade made its way from Carnforth to 
Warton, preceded by Carnforth Brass Band in a wagonette. J6 As part of 
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee celebrations another evening cycle parade 
was arranged. The ladies' bicycles were decorated with flowers and the 
gentlemen were dressed in fancy costumes. Another fancy dress cycle 
parade was arranged for the -
gala at MiIlhead, but perhaps 
the novelty had worn off as 
only 26 cyclists turned out ~.~ l4!i. 
for the occasion. Indeed, ~~~~~ . 7-

support for the Club rides 
was often poor that summer, , _ 
sometimes with only three 
members turning out, even 
though the membership was 
nearly 80 (54 gentlemen and 
24 ladies). 

Bycycle made for two 

In 1898 still another cycling club was formed, the Carnforth 
Wesley Guild Cycling Club. Its first run was to Lancaster, where the 
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members listened to the Rev. T. Waugh preaching,37 but many other 
rides soon followed - to Beetham, Grange, Kirkby Lonsdale, Lancaster 
(where they were forbidden to wheel their bicycles through the 
Williamson Park), Morecambe (where they visited the Winter Gardens), 
Kendal and Galgate.38 Events which would no doubt arouse local 
interest were the passage through Camforth of the tandem cyclists Mills 
and Edge en route from Land's End to John 0' Groats in 1895 and a year 
later the passage of a solo cyclist from Carlisle attempting the same feat. 

Golf 
Golf, or at least a form of it, was being played in Scotland by the 

fifteenth century; a popular sport played originally on the links or 
common land by the seashore. In 1848 the gutta percha ball, or gutty, 
was invented and rapidly replaced the stone-hard stuffed leather 
feathery. The game was slow to find its way farther south and few, if 
any, clubs existed in England before the 1870s. 

Neither Lancaster nor Morecambe could boast a golf club prior 
to the twentieth century. Silverdale can therefore claim to have been 
reasonably early on the local scene, for at the boundary riding in 1895 
playing golf was among the festive activities, though it is not known 
where it was played. What is more certain is that in October 1896 the 
first golf was played on the Marsh Links of the new Silverdale Golf 
Club, which had 25 members.39 In August 1897 F. Shortland Ball was 
the winner of a Silverdale golf competition. The ball he used would be 
of the gutty type, as the rubber-cored ball, which succeeded it, was not 
invented until 1899. The 1896 Golf Club is not to be confused with the 
present-day Silverdale Golf Club, which was not founded until 1906. 

Handball 
Only one reference has been found to handball as a local sport, 

and that was in 1896 when it formed part of the Carnforth Wesley~n 
Sunday School treat. It was presumably some form of the gam~ m 
which a ball is struck to and fro using the palm of the hand. Fives IS a 
formal derivative, but it had been a traditional form of amusement at 
village festivities. Why the Wesleyans revived it is not known, nor 
under what rules they played. 
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Horse Racing 
Races had been run on Warton sands since at least the 

seventeenth century. The last of these were held in 1852 by which time 
they had descended into a rough and tumble jollification in which 
serious racing played no part.40 The only other occasion when horse 
racing is known to have taken place in the parish was in September 1895 
when the Silverdale Boundary Riding was followed by various sports 
including horse racing. The advent of the railways, however, meant that 
racing enthusiasts (of sufficient means) could still attend races elsewhere 
as there were plenty of excursions to races laid on. 

Horticultural and Floral Societies 
Horticulture for the amateur was the in thing in the nineteenth 

century. The Lancaster Guardian carried a detailed column of seasonal 
hints for gardeners in every issue. 

In 1848 Burton-in-Kendal had already staged a successful Floral 
& Horticultural show. Carnforth Horticultural and Floral Society put on 
its first annual show in the National School Room in August 1875. At 
first the society flourished. In 1883 the show was extended to two 
days.41 Perhaps that was a mistake, as the next known mention of the 
show was in January 1891 saying that the Carnforth & District Floral 
and Horticultural Exhibition which had been discontinued many years 
before was to be revived. The effort was backed by some big local 
names (such as Mr. Barton, manager of the Iron Works and Mr. Sharpe, 
the wealthy lawyer who lived in Borwick) but their efforts were 
apparently unavailing since there are no more reports of the Society or 
the Show. 

The Horticultural Society in Silverdale (originally known as the 
Silverdale, Lindeth and Arnside Floral & Horticultural Society) was on a 
sounder footing. Its first annual exhibition was in 1882 and the 
exhibitions were continued annually thereafter. Eventually the society 
came to an agreement with the Art & Industrial Society to have their 
exhibitions on the same day. 

Hunting 
References in the newspapers to any local hunting tended 

throughout the century to be very short on detail, but there is enough to 
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show that , as might be expected , hunting took place. Among the 
animals chased were otters and on one occasion at least, deer. A few 
reports of fox hunting earlier in the century have been found (Mr. Gillow 
of Leighton Hall was a fox hunter) but no references to fox hunting have 
been found after the 1840s. Harriers are frequently mentioned. The 
Holker Hall Harriers met from time to time in Carnforth . In 1860 there 
was mention of a party from Holker Hall (that included the Marquis of 

Hartington, Mr. R.T. Gillow of 
Leighton Hall and Mr. Bolden 
of Hyning Hall), meeting near 
Warton . They started three 
hares and killed one after 
chasina it all round from o 
Warton by both Kellets and 
back to Warton. The rather less 
aristocratic Lancashire Harriers 
had also sometimes gathered at 

Carnforth , but the last recorded time was in 1850. From 1880 the Vale 
of Lune Harriers met regularly, usually three or four times a year, at 
Yealand Hall or Tewitfield but so little was recorded in the newspaper 
entries that it has been im~ossible to draw from them any account of 
what took place or who attended. 

Pigeon Shooting 
It is known that pigeon shooting contests had taken place in the 

parish earlier in the century - that is contests that involved shooting at 
live birds specially released from traps. The sport contin~ed . In 187~2 
for instance Mr. Holder of the CarnfOlih Inn organised a pigeon shoot, 
and the Silverdale Hotel was the venue for a pigeon shoot in 188? In 
the latter year Charles Fernyhouah a local man won the pigeon o , ' 
shooting Handicap Sweepstake and Plate at the Border Shooting Club at 
Kelso.43 In 1893 there was a shoot at the Lonalands Inn at Tewitfield o 
and in the same year pigeon shooting was one of the events at the 
Tewitfield annual sports44 

Poultry and Pigeon Fancying 
As the nineteenth century progressed, interest turned more from 

pigeon shooting to pigeon exhibiting and racing. Poultry shows also 
multi plied. 
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exhibitors 
accommodation was not 
unexpectedly described as 
' cramped' .4 5 No more is 
known of that particular 
associ a tion , but a 
Silverdale Poultry Society 

is known to have been in existence by 1893. The Silverdale Poultry 
Show (which included pigeons and, on at least one occasion, dogs) was 
an annual event until the turn of the century. 

For those Whose ambitions stretched 
beyond local competitions, there were prizes to be 
won in more exalted circles : John Till of Warton 
won prizes at the Oxford Poultry Show in 1879 and 
his Houdans took second prize at the Staffordshire 
Great Chicken Show of 1880.46 Dr. E.S . Jackson 
gained two first prizes for Wyandottes at the 
London Dairy and Poultry show in 1896, at which 
show Miss Barton of Warton won prizes for her 
Langshans and T . Dobson of Carnforth for hi s 
Plymouth Rocks . r ynlOl.t., Rod: 

The more knowledgeable pigeon-fanciers travelled to distant 
shows as judges. William Slater of Bigland House, Silverdale, and P. 
Proud of Silverdale were appointed judges of poultry and pigeons at the 
Newchurch-in-Rossendale Agricultural Show of 1897. Slater, who had 
won several prizes with his own Plymouth Rocks, had previously been a 
Club Judge for the breed at the Crystal Palace in 1895. PoultIy breeding 
became so popular that it was one of the subjects chosen for the series of 
Technical Instruction lectures held in Carnforth , Warton and Silverdale 
in the late 1890s. 
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The Carnforth & District Homing Society was founded in the 
mid-1890s_-l 7 The distance for each race was progressively increased; 
the fi rst race was usually from Stafford (1 00 miles) and the last of five 
from Ventnor in the Isle of Wight (258 miles) and at least once from 

Fancy Pigeons 

Quoits 

Jersey (342 miles)_ As the 
season progressed and the 
distance increased the number 
of birds competing could drop 
from well over a 100 to not 
many more than 50. Dr. E.S. 
Jackson, on giving up the 
presidency in 1897 (to his wife, 
who was also a pigeon fancier) , 
marked the occasion by 
presenting a challenge cup to 
I 

. 48 t le society. 

Quoits, the pitching of 
iron rinos over stakes, had long o 
been a popular pub game 
everywhere. The rules for the 
Northern Game were 
formalised in 1881 by the 
Association of Amateur Quoits 
Clubs for the North of 

. was England. Reporting 
patchy, but it is known th~t 
there were quoiting matches ~n 

the parish - held in pubs - the Shovel Inn and the Travellers ' Rest 111 

Carnf011:h and the Black Bull and the Shovel in Warton. 

Rugby Football 
Tradition has it that the oame of Ruoby originated in 1823 when 

o 0 .h 
William Webb Ellis, in a game of footer, picked up the ball and ran Wit. 
it. Development thereafter was everywhere slow, and it was not until 
1877 that a Carnforth club came into being49 The first match played by 
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the club was against Holker and was played out on Church Field . In 
those early days the clubs provided their own umpires , a source of 
potential unrest, and the Carnforth team was involved in several 
unsavoury incidents, which led to accusations against the Carnforth team 
of such faults as slovenly play and a tendency to be quarrelsome. On the 
other hand there must have been no lack of enthusiasm as an internal 
match in 1880 lasted for two hours and forty minutes l 50 

By 1882 Carnforth could field 
claim that the club was not strong 
enough. Nevertheless over the next 
few seasons tolerably good results 
were achieved by both XVs . In 1886 
Carnforth Grasshoppers team beat 
Warton Harriers, but it is uncertain 
whether the Grasshoppers were a 
senior or a junior team and the name 
does not appear again in connection 
with Carnforth. Carnforth ' s early club 
colours (possibly from its first opening 
in 1877) had been blue and white, but 
in 1887 a change was made to scarlet, 
black and amber . It was 
simultaneously decided that the 
Queen ' s Hotel should be the 
clubhouse instead of the Station Hotel 
as previously .5 1 

a 2nd XV, despite a newspaper 

In 1889 a team called Carnforth Excelsior took the field . As 
Warton A and Lancaster Rangers A were among its opponents it might 
be assumed that it was the Carnforth A XV, yet when Carnforth (without 
the Excelsior) lost heavily at Dalton in 1890 it was said that Carnforth 
was a newly formed club and that some of the players had appeared for 
Carnforth Excelsior in the previous season. Perhaps some crisis had 
arisen at Carnforth through the recent formation of a Warton Club , 
which may have drawn off some of their players . 

In 189 I changes were made affecting the rules governing the 
system of points scoring, but this did not immediately affect the 
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Carnforth team, which had, for the 1891192 season, temporarily adopted 
the Association code. By 1892/93 the oval ball was back and 
incidentally, thanks to Dr. Jackson's generosity the club had new blue 
jerseys.52 ' 

The season of 

·'.t .. .,1. 

1893/94 was a good one; the verdict of one 
newspaper writer was that the Carnforth XV 
was a strong one and played a fairlr good 
game, even if a bit lacking in finish. 3 The 
team reached the final of the Infirmary Cup 
only to be beaten by Morecambe. 1894/95 
was a poor season for the Carnforth Club. 
They lost even to a Carnforth Iron Works 
team, a defeat attributed to the suspension of 
several players (for what reason is not 
known). The following season a bitter pill for 
The Blues was defeat at the hands of Wart on. 

. . ':'>:'WJ~~qJgk! 
'''''f1oe-'J~lllh1I :..! • ..!:.tI:'UtJJi£ij .•. 

In 1896/97 the Carnforth and Warton clubs amalgamated and the 
A team, which had been disbanded some time previously, was 
resurrected. Even so there was difficulty in raising the team, with as 
many as ni ne reserves having to be summoned to play at Morecambe. 

In 1895 twenty-two northern clubs split off from the Rugby 
Football Association to form a Northern Rugby Union (later to become 
the Rugby League). The split was largely over professionalism; the 
custom followed by the more working-class northern clubs of 
compensating their players for time lost from work offended the more 
gentlemanly tradition in southern clubs. In the light of this split it is 
interesting that in the 1895/96 season Carnforth refused to play extra 
time against Morecambe A because some of the players had to leave to 
go to their work.54 In the 1897/98 season the amalgamated 
Warton/Carnforth team played in the Furness & District League, though 
friendlies against traditional local rivals continued as before and it seems 
that some of the matches (perhaps all) were played under Northe~ 
Union rules. At the next A.G.M. it was decided to continue thus m 
the 1898/99 season. They also apparently decided not to continue in t~e 
Furness & District League. It has to be noted that though in the earher 
years Carnforth played against the first XVs of Kendal, Barrow and 
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Ulverston and even teams from Manchester and from Rochdale, they 
gradually came to be regarded as fit only to play against the A teams of 
the bigger clubs. 

Of those who played for Carnforth mention may be made of A.E. 
Barton, the Iron Works manager's son Albert, or Bertie, who captained 
the team in the 1880s and was selected for a North Lancs XV in 1886. 
A. Whinnerah (possibly related to the successful Warton Hall farming 
family, but not so far individually identified) and l.P. Graham were 
similarly honoured in 1888. Graham (who also represented Cumberland 
with distinction) was the most notable of several Carnforth cricketers to 
play for the Rugby team. 

Where in Carnforth was rugby played? Probably at first in the 
ever useful Mr. Miller's Field which has already been mentioned in 
connection with other sports. In the 1884/85 season Carnforth played on 
Mr. Aldren's field (thought to be the present Carnforth cricket field) and 
in 1893 it was noted that they were to play on 'the cricket field' .55 In 
1895 a new ground in Kellet Lane was chosen as the venue; just which 
one is not certain, but it was said of one match that season that Carnforth 
played uphill in the first half and it seems that this unorthodox venue 
was used for the remainder of the century. 

The smaller townships made their own attempts to set up rugby 
teams. The first mention of rugby in Warton township was in February 
1886 when a team called Carnforth Grasshoppers, possibly a junior 
team, played against Warton Harriers. In August of the following year a 
meeting was held with the object of forming Warton Rugby Club.56 The 
meeting was successful in its object, though the first recorded game was 
not until December 17th when Warton lost away to Kendal A. The 
following week it suffered the same result at a match played in Warton 
against Morecambe A. On the last day of 1887 Warton secured their 
first victory against Lancaster A. Over the next few seasons Warton 
fulfilled many fixtures, but after a heavy defeat at Ulverston the 
newspaper commented that of Course they were outclassed, and added 
that to give details of such a one-sided game would be a mere waste of 
space. 
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Like Carnforth they were not free from disputes; for example 
their match against Lancaster Christ Church in 1891 had to be 
abandoned when Christ Church objected to decisions of the referee. 
Very little is known about the following seasons and, as has been said, 
after the 1895/6 season Warton and Carnforth clubs amalgamated. 
Exactly where Warton played is not known, but in 1891 the club thanked 
Mr. and Mrs. Bainbridge for the use of one of their fields. The 
Bainbridges were a mother and son living at the time of the 1891 census 
on their 'Ol1'1lI11ea/l.',-' at The Cedars in Main Street, Warton. In 1893 the 
Lancaster Guardian reported that Silverdale football teams had their 

. 1 57 I . openmg games on the Marsh and thoroughly enjoyed themse ves. t IS 
assumed that the game was rugby rather than association football, but 
whichever it was it does not seem to have inspired Silverdale to play on 
a regular basis. 

There is a good deal more mention of junior rugby than of junior 
cricket. Some schools had their own teams. In 1879 a game was played 
at Carnforth National School (no further details are known). A year later 
Carnforth National School played two matches against St. Thomas' 
School, Lancaster, winning the first and losing the second. Almost a 
year later, in February 1881, Carnforth Juniors lost to Kendal Hornets 
Juniors and in March 1883 another junior team under the name 
Carnforth Grapplers didn't grapple hard enough as they lost to. Over 
Kellet Rovers. Whatever junior rugby was played thereafter dId not 
reach the pages of local newspapers until the epic battle of 1895. In 
November the Carnforth Rugby Club had organised a junior league for 
teams from Carnforth, Dudley, Warton, Yealand, Bolton-le-Sands and 
Kellet. In the event only four teams entered the league, three of them 
from Carnforth and one from Warton. It seems that the teams played 
against each other several times until only two teams were left, both 
from Carnforth; the Hunter Street Hornets and the North Road 
W ander~rs. There had been trouble in a previous match between the two 
when, WIth Hunter Street Hornets leading by two tries to nil, North Ro~d 
Wanderers refused to turn out for the second half. North Road agam 
declined to play against Hunter Street in the final, so under the dire~tion 
of the referee, Latherton, Hunter Street were proclaimed champIOns. 
The following week the Hunter Street champions overcame the Rest of 
League. Then followed a procession, headed by Carnforth Brass B~nd 
to the Public Hall for the presentation ceremony, at which the losmg 
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teams were said to show some dissatisfaction . Among the winning team 
was a boy whose name was spelled Latheron. Was he really a Latherton 
and related to the referee and was this why N0I1h Road Wanderers had 
refused to play?58 Could it also be that a photograph of the winning 
team still exists somewhere? Arthur J. Blaney, ironmonger of New 
Street who died on 28th April 1896 aged 35 , had taken an interest in the 
Junior Football League and had been photographed with the Hunter 
Street Hornets on 20th April. 

Swimming 
No mention of teaching 

children to swim has been 
found . The assumption must be 
that there would be some 
swimming in the canal or the 
River Keer or, in the case of 
Silverdale residents and 
visitors , in the waters of 
Morecambe Bay. The only 
organised event to come to 
notice was the Carnforth 

", ..... ~. . 

.- -
~. 

.. .. .;. 

.. " 

~ . , 

Swimming Gala, which took place at the Winter Gardens Morecambe 
on the 29th August 1885 59 

" 

Tennis 

The opening game of Carnforth Tennis 
Club , played out on the cricket field , was 
rep0I1ed in August 1880. No further reference 
has been found which is a little surprising . 
Tennis was becoming, in general, increasingly 
popular in the latter part of the nineteenth 
centUly. Perhaps it was mostly confined to the 
lawns of the larger private houses. 
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Wrestling 
There are few references to wrestling in the newspapers, though 

it is known that there was a wrestling match at the Shovel Inn at Warton 
in 1855 ,('() and that in 
1860 T. Rawlinson of 
Warton was a wrestler of 
some note. The 
Mountain Range Lodge 
of the Mechanics ' 
Friendly Society 
i nel uded wrestl i ng in 
their gala held in 
Carnforth in 1879 6 1 At 
the Lancaster Annual 
Athletic Festival of 1884 no fewer than six Carnforth wrestlers 
competed, which suggests that wrestling was a fairly popular sport 
despite the lack of press coverage. It is presumed that wrestling would 
be Cumberland and Westmorland style. 
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Corn Laws 1, .94 
Cornish, Cock & Carr Quadrille Band 

234 
Corporal punishment 188-189 
County Lunatic Asylum 172 
CragFarm 22 
Crag Foot Mines 129 
Craglands 17 
Cricket 239-242 
Croft House School 48 
Crosland, Edward 90 
Cross, J 100 
Cross Keys 123 
Cumberland & Westmorland Style 

Wrestling 255 
Cummins, Police Constable 132 
Cycling 243-245 

Darby, William 57 
Dawson, Edward B 2, 15, 122, 142, 

156,193 
Dawson, Howard 156 
Dawson, W 75 
Dean, Rev Thomas 138, 139, 145, 

146, 150 
Death rates 179 
Denman, Lord 141 
Depression 89-90 
Derby, Earl of 54,95 
Dickens, Charles 114 
Dickenson, James 225 
Dinwoodie, Dr 125, 169 
Diphtheria 181 
Disraeli, Benjamin 95,98, 100 
Dixon, .Tames 120 
Dobson, T 248 
Dodd, Chris 39 
Dodd, William 39, 102, 105 
Domestic service 208-209,212 
Downham, Wm & Jas 11 



Dressmaking 209-210,212-213 
Druids' Friendly Society 124 
Dudley 54, 55, 64 
Dugdale, (Mr) 77 
Durham Miners' Strike 61 

Earth closet 176, 177 
Education Act 1870 190, 201-202 
Edward Street 90 
Emmett, Samuel 45 
Employment (women) 207 
Erving, lames 12, 74, 80, 138, 146, 

150 
Escolme, Helen 228 
Evans, B 233 
Evans, Benjamin & Catherine 53, 56 
Excelsior Press 77 . 
Exton, Police Constable 45 

Fell, Francis, Police Constable l31 
Fell, Robert 163 
Fernyhough, Charles 247 
Fidler, Rev 1 A 57, 145, 146, 187 
Fish and chip shop 223 
Fishing 87 
Flax-mill 216 
Foot-and-mouth Disease 10 
Ford, Lt Col 128 
Ford, (Mr) 235 
Ford, Rmvlinson 120,216 
Fraser, Bishop 144, 146 
Freeman, John Deane 144 
Fretsom, George 188 
Friendly Societies 170 
Furness Abbey 29 
Furness (& Midland) Railway 

26-40,61 

Gaffney, John l30 
General Medical Council 161, 162 
Gibson, Robert 150,151 
Giggleswick School 151 
Gillows of Leighton Hall 

5,17,140,141,147, 164,247 
Gladstone, WE 97,98, 102, 121 
Glee Class 234. 235 
Golden Ball 122 
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Golden Jubilee 237 
Golf 245 
Good Templars 124 
Graham, J P 252 
Graham. Thomas 203 
Gravel extraction 83. 84 
Graveson. (Mr) 85 
Great Depression 19-21 
Greenberry (Granberry 'no Da\'id 153 
Grosvenor Place 40 
Guano 17 
Gunson, Joseph 38 
Gutteridgc. Mary 130 
Guy's Hospital 164 

Hadfield, Rev Alfred 144 
Hadfield, G & Co 1 7 
Halkett, Baron 102. 226 
Hall (Holt), George 125 
Hall Gowan Fann 22 
Hall, John, Robcrt and Agnes I 16 
Hall Street 49,243 
Halliwell, John Farrington 34 
Handball 245 
Harker, Dr John 174. 179 
Harrison, Rev J 156 
Harrison, Stephen 153 
Hartington, Marquis of 247 
Hartley, J & Co 76. 86. 189. 243 
Hartley, John 65 
Hawk Street 193 
Haws Hill I 96 
Hawthorn Bank 22 
Haythornthwaite, William 35 
Hay ton, Robert 37 
Hazel Mount 49 
Hebden, John 151 
Hebden, (Mrs) I 18 
Henderson, William 148 
Heslop, .lames 189 
Higden, Betty 112 
High Bank Close 40 
Highways Acts 44 
Higson, .lames 223 
Hinde, Isaac Thomas 38, 171 
Hindle, John 113 
Hindson, (Mrs) 13 



I Illdgson. Jolm 57, 71 
I Iodgson. Robert 241 
IIolder. (Mr) 247 
I Iolker Hall 26. 122, 247 
Hooper. (Mr) 63 
IIorse-gin 14 
Horse racing 246 
IIortieultural and Floral Societies 246 
Ilousing 217-219 
Iloward Cottages 168 
I lowitt. Ann 214 
IIughes. Henry 138 
Hunt. Or George 0 164 
Hunter Street 157 
Hunting 246-247 
I-I urst. T 200 
Button. Henry 130. 131 
lIyndman Trustees 145 
I-Iyning Hall 247 
Hynings. The 59 

Imbeciles 1 17 
Infant Mortality 184 
InifC William 54 
Inspector of Nuisances 64, 108, 174, 

177 
Intestinal illnesses 181 
Iron Works 28,33,34,39,47-65,68, 

70, 71, 72, 79, 82, 85, 90, 109, 
120, 124, 153,246 

Ivy Cottages 163 

Jackson. Dr Edward Sidall 125, 
166-167,241,242,248,249,251 

Jackson,Joseph 50,82 
Jackson. (Mr) 37 
Jackson Terrace 63,64 
J ackson, Thomas 22 
Jackson. Dr William 164, 166, 167 
Jenkinson, John 2 
Jennings. G C 7, 13 
Jennings, Jolm 49 
Jenny Brown's Point 82 
Johnson, Thomas 234 
Jowett, (Mr) 13, 108, 174, 177 

Kay, Hannah 127 
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Keer Bridge 80, 168 
Keer Villas 35, 40 
Kellet, Joseph 62 
Kellet Lane 107, 252 
Knight, Richard 63, 120-121 
Know Hill Lodge Farm 7, 13, 102 
Knowles, Peter 147 

Lambert, Robert 151 
Lamplighter 81 
Lancashire Rural Police Force 131 
Lancaster Agricultural Society 16 
Lancaster and Carlisle Railway 28, 29, 

34,43 
Lancaster Banking Co 78 
Lancaster Board of Guardians 119 
Lancaster Canal 43 
Lancaster Cycling Club 188 
Lancaster Furnishing Co 77 
Lancaster, John 39 
Lancaster, (Mr) 109 
Lancaster Museum of Childhood 187 
Lancaster Road 49, 132, 153 
Lancaster Royal Grammar School 199, 

200,240 
Lancaster Rural Sanitary Authority 

171,174,175,179 
Lancaster Rural Union 103, 105 
Lancaster St Thomas's School 199 
Laurel Bank 163, 164 
Leighton Hall 95, 147, 148, 164,209, 

247 
Leighton Moss 2 
Liberal Club 101,238 
Limestone Quarrying 81-83,88 
Linden Hall 138 
Lindeth Cottage 196 
Lindeth View 169 
Lithgow, John 50 
London and North Western Railway 

27,28,29,30,33,34,35,38,39, 
40,41,42,43, 73 

Longlands Inn 247 
Loyal Unity Lodge 35 
Lunn, Samuel 54 

Main Street, Warton 13 I 



Mangles 220 
Mansergh Charity 130, 200 
Mansley, Thomas 127 
Manus~ript & other unpublished 

sources 259-261 
Mark, Mrs Ellen 11 7 
Market Street 41,76,77,120,156, 

166,200,223 
Married Women's Property Act 1872 

224 
Marsden, John 147 
Marsden, Nicholas 22 
Marshall, Dr John 106 
Marton, Col 82,128,140,141 
Mary Street 63 
Mashiter, James 202 
Mashiter, John 122 
Mashiter, (Mr) 189 
Mason, Mary 210 
Matthews, Dr James 164, 165, 168, 

169,170 
Mattocks (signalman) 42 
Measles 181 
Mechanics' Friendly Society 255 
Mechanics' Institute 101 
Medical Officer of Health 12,161, 

177, 178, 184 
Michaelmas Hiring Fair 70 
Middlebarrow 84 
Middleton, Sir George 143 
Midland Railway 27,28,31,33,34, 

39,40,65 
Midland Terrace 40 
Miller, (Mr) 128 
Miller's (Mr), Field 239,240,252 
Milligan, Agnes 189 
Ministry of Agriculture (and Fisheries) 

8,20 
Mitchell, Joseph 145 
Mivart,Dr 218,219 
Monk, Joseph 34 
Moss, Superintendent 125, 128 
Muckalt, Thomas 119 
Murton, (Mrs) 144 

National School 90, 128, 156, 246 
Nelson's 120 
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Ne\\' Royal Infirmary 
(Lancaster Infinnary) 170, 171 

New Scotland Road 78 
New Street 41, 76, 77, 120,226 
Newby, John 54 
Nicholson (family) 71 
Night Schools 201 
Norfolk System 14, 15 
North Road 75 
North Western Railway 110 
Northern Quarries 82 
Nursing 172, 214 
Nutter, (Mrs) 164 

Occupations 71-73 
Oddy, Rev Brian 143 
Onion Fair 29 
Opium 166 
Orr, Henry 80, 146 
Over Kellet Road 123 
Owen, John 39 

Pain, Rev J L 105, 144 
Pain, Rev T H 105, 139, 144, 147 
Paint Mine 84, 85 
Paley, Edward (Paley & Austin) 139, 

147,151 
Parish Councils 107, 108 
Parish Vestry 103-104, 105, 106 
Parker, Charles 127 
Parker, Dr 188 
Parker, Edward 168 
Paterson, Thomas 53 
Patten, John Wilson 

(Baron Winmarleigh) 98 
Pearce, Orlando 188, 198 
Pedder Potts 79 
Pedder's 120 
Peel, Lord 143 
Peel, Sir Robert 94 
Percival, Police Sergeant 121, 125, 

128, 132 
Perfect, Arthur 192, 200, 201 
Perfect, Eleanor Blanche, Ethelberta, 

Emily, Gertrude and Evelyn 20 
Perfect, (Mrs) 214 
Pew ownership 140-141, 143 



Pickford, Emma 196, 199 
Pigeon shooting 247 
Pilliing , (Miss) 168 
Pipeline (\yater) 70. 178 
Pond Street, Pond Terrace 49 
Pool. Thomas 100 
PoorLaw 103,113,115,118,119, 

137, 161, 170, 225 
Poor Law Guardians 55, 225 
Poor Law Medical Oificers' 

Association 115 
Populations 68, 69 
Portable Hospital 171-172 
Post Office Building 73, 74, 101 
Post Office Savings Bank 74 
Postal Services 73-75 
Potato famine 94 
Poultry and Pigeon Fancying 247-249 
Preston, Roger 13 I, ISO 
Priest Hutton School 192, 195 
Primrose League 100 
Printed Sources 262-270 
Professional and Clerical Women 

210,213-215 
Proud, P 248 
Pye, .lames George 90 

Quarrite 82 
Queen's Hotel 10, 11, 248, 250 
Quoits 249 

Railway Temperance Union 124 
Ramsden Street 49 
Rape 127 
Rathbone, George 200, 234 
Raven, Jon 55 
Rawlinson, Elizabeth 74 
Rawlinson, T 255 
Rechabites 124 
Red Bridge Farm 22 
Red Lion, Warton 215 
Redhead, William 50 
Redistribution of Seats Act 97 
Reform Acts 94, 95, 96, 97 
Revision Courts 99-100 
Reynolds, .lames 143 
Richard, Anne 35 
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Richardson,Joseph 39 
Richardson, Lydia 210 
Richmond, Robert 120 
Rigg. John 75 
RiverKeer 47,49, S\) 
River Keer Angling Association 236 
Roberts, Robert ] 32 
Robin Hill 167 
Robinson, Isaac 50 
Robinson, William 168 
Royal Albert Asylum 

for Idiots & Imbeciles 172 
Rugby Football 249-254 
Rural Sanitary Authority 59, 79, 104, 

108 

St Bees College 147 
St Mary's Hospital 163 
St Thomas's Hospital 145 
Salvation Army 153, 157 
Salvation Army Band 233 
Samuel, James 243 
Sandham, Elizabeth 215 
Sartis, Agnes 215 
Satterthwaite, Alexander 222-223 
Sawmill 85 
Sayle, James 56 
Scaife, William 122 
Scarlet Fever 181, 188 
Scotland Road 243 
Scott, Adam 156 
Scout Quarry 128 
Sewage, Sewerage system, 110, 174, 

176 
Sharp, William 138, 147,246 
Sharpe (shunter) 42 
Shaw, James 16 
Shaw, Robert 88 
Shaw, William Maw 144 
ShovelInn 122,189,215,238,249, 

253 
Shrigley and Hunt 138 
Shuttleworth, John 125 
Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge 

144 
Silverdale Choral Society 235 
Silverdale Golf Club 245 



Silyerdale. Hill House 22 
Silyerdale Horticultural Society 246 
Silverdale Hotel 215. 247 
Silyerdale National School 105, 118, 

192. 194, 195 
Silverdale Poultry and Pigeon Show 

17 
Silverdale Poultry Society 248 
Simpson. George 168 
Simpson, .loseph 56 
Singleton, Police Sergeant 120 
Slater, William 248 
Sleigh, Rev W 128, 144,242 
Small wood 62 
Smith, Adam 114 
Smith, Elizabeth 126 
Society of Friends (Lancaster) 96 
Spears, George 20 I 
Spencer, C 234 
Sproat, Thomas 34 
Stainton, (Mr) 189 
Stain ton Street 63 
Stalvies, Francis Henshall 35 
Stanley, Frederick Arthur 98 
Stanley Street 41,101 
Starricks 119 
Station Hotel (Station Inn) 33,97,99, 

100, 122, 215, 236, 250 
Steelworks 58-60 
Steele, George 35, 39 
Stelfox Cottages 40 
Stephenson Brothers 76,213,233 
Stephenson, C 10 
Stephenson, (Councillor) 42, 108 
Stephenson, Thomas (draper) 156 
Stephenson, Thomas (farmer) 22 
Stephenson, William 37 
Stew art, Charles 127 
Storey, Joseph 74 
Storey, Thomas 99 
Story. Sarah 210 
Sullivan, Michael 121 
Summerfield . .loseph 151 
S,,"allO\\". William 202 
S\\"imming 254 

Tatham.Oeorge 74 
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Taylor, .lane 147 
Taylor, Mannaduke 131 
Taylor, Robert 78 
Telegraph Orfice 75 
Temperance 58,120.123-124,238 
Temperance Hotel 41. 108. 153-154, 

215 
Temperance Lifeboat Crew 58. 124 
Tennis 254 
Tewitfield 119, 127 
Theft 127 
Thirlmere 118-119 
Thistlethwaite, John 119 
Thistleton, George 45, 190 
Thompson, .lames 39 
Thompson, (Mr) 37 
Thwaite Farm 16 
Thwaite Gate 12 
Thwaites, (Mr) 59 
Till, John 248 
Tithe Barns 137, 145, 146 
Tithe Commutation Act 2 
Tithe Returns 2, 137 
Tonic Sol-fa Class 234. 235 
Towers, W H 156 
Township Meetings 104-106 
Trades Unions 42,43,62 
Tradesmen 75-76, 85 
Transportation 125 
Traveller's Rest, Carnforth 249 
Trinity College, Dublin 144 
Trowbarrow Quarry 36, 82, 84 
Truancy 186-187 
Tuberculosis 180-181 
Turner, Thomas 37 
Turnpike Roads 43 

Ulverstone & Lancaster Railway 
26,27,28,29,35 

United Kingdom Raihvay Temperance 
Union 41 

United Kingdom Temperance Union 
120 

Unsworth, Maria 214 
Unsworth, (Mr) 152-153 
Urban District Councils 107, 108 
Vale of Lune Harriers 247 



VanL (Councillor) 42, 109 

Wacke.Joseph 54 
Waithman. William 15. 149, 154 
Wakerield. Mary 235 
Walduck. H J 47.59.84. 128 
Walker. Francis 122 
Walker. Robert 76 
Walmsley. J 75 
Walton. John K 98 
Ward . .lames 82 
Warem. Bishop Or 143 
Warton and District Choral Society 

Warton and Sil\"erdale Mining Co Ltd 
83 

Warton Crag 29 
Warton Grange 102 
Warton 1-1 all 13 
Warton Harriers 250. 252 
Warton Mining and Colour Co Ltd 84 
Warton Road 49.50, 73 
Warton Rugby Club 252 
Warton School 192.193,214.236 
Washing 220 
Washington House 1 19 
Water 178 
Water closets 79 
Watson. Captain 157 
Watson. John Frederick 17 
Waugh, Re\" T 245 
Weeks.J 77 
Weeton. Kate 214 
Wegber Quarries 36, 81. 82, 84 
Wesleyan Methodists 136 
West, Mary 38 
West. (Mr) 87 
West View 50,64, 123 
West View Hotel 50,57, 126,215 
Whiles. Joseph 50 
Whinnerah. A 252 
Whinnerah diary 7. 9. 17 
Whinnerah. E 13, 16 
Whitehead. Or 164 
Whitsuntide Hirings 19, 70, 232 
Whittaker. Sir Thomas 123 
Wilcock. Thomas 10 
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William Street 50, 52, 55, 56, 57 
Williamson, .lames (Lord Ashton) 155 
Williamsons of Lancaster 84 
Willis, Edith Currer 225, 226 
Willis, Thomas 226 
Wilson, Arnelia 63 
Wilson, (Mrs) 50 
Wilson, W 100 
Winter, (Dr) 168 
Women's Liberal Association 102, 

226 
Wood, Christopher 22 
Wooden Hut 120,235,236 
Woodlands 151,220 
Woods, Richard 125 
Woodward, Captain John 132 
Worcester, Chapter 137, 139, 146 
Workhouse 116, 117, 119, 130-131 
Workhouse Visiting Society 115 
Working Men's Institute 101 
Workmen's Compensation Act 41 
Wren, Joseph 30 
Wrestling 255 
Wright, William 151,152 
Wrightson, S 105, 194 

Yates, Captain 150 
Yealand British School 186, 192, 195, 

198 
Yealand Friends' School 17, 70, 186, 

188,192,195,196,199,201,239 
Yealand Hall 247 
Yealand Manor 235 
Yorke, (Mr) 38 
Young Offenders 129-130 
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