








































































































































































































































































































































































































A Mid-Nineteenth Century Westmorland Kitchen with Range 

There would also have been the cost of fuel to consider. The cheaper, locally 
dug peat could be used on an open hearth, but grates and ovens required coal or 

The cost of coal after the opening of the Lancaster canal has been 
consIdered In an earlier chapter. However, at what stage in the century the 
complicated balance between wages, convenience and costs led to the 
change over to coal is a matter for speculation. Certainly when the ironwo:kers 
cottages were put up in the 1860s in Millhead it was assumed by the bUilders 
that closed coal grates was what was needed. 

The same consideration of cost goes for other household amenities that 
were becoming available. From the earliest decades of the century oil lamps had 
been available. Carter, an ironmonger in Lancaster, was offering 'improved lamps ' 
for sale. They could be had in a: 

'variety of graceful and elegant forms for suspending from the ceiling, or 
fixing against a wall ... ' They would burn 'common oil without smell or 
smoke' 23. 

The advertisement does not say what counted as common oil. At the time it 
would have been a vegetable oil, colza oil perhaps, not the mineral paraffin we 
know to day. In 1858 Jackson, a druggist in Lancaster, was selling best quality 
colza oil at 4s 9d a gallon. Even the second quality oil was 4s 3d a gallon24 which 
suggests it would b e a luxury item to an agricultural labourer's wife. Lamps were 
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never a complete substitute for candles. It hardly needs saying that candles 
would have been widely used. Even candles were a relative luxury. Rush lights 
with wicks of the pith dipped in any kitchen grease available gave a cheaper if 
very dim and malodorous light. 

Lancaster was able to supply beautiful furniture made to order by the firm 
of Gillow, but that sort of furnishing was not for cottages. It seems to have been 
unusual, at the beginning of the century, to buy ready-made furniture at all. No 
advertisements for furniture shops have been found. Instead there are numerous 
advertisements for auction sales at which the existing furniture of a house was 
being sold. By 1854 furniture dealers are appearing in directories, but they are 
all called 'furniture brokers' which implies they were dealers in second hand 
furniture. Probably the same re-cycling of furniture made by local craftsmen 
went on in the villages at a level too modest to warrant newspaper 
advertisements. 

Wallpaper could be bought in the shops. In 1811 a bookseller in Ulverston 
announced that he had, along with other upholstery material, a stock of 'stamped 
paper and bordering' 25. Yet, when cholera was approaching Kendal in 1831 the 
newly established Board of Health arranged that committee members should 
visit the 'dwellings of the poor' to see that the interior was whitewashed26. Plainly 
they did not expect to find wallpapered walls. A certain J. Pennington of 
Lancaster was prepared to visit his customers' homes where the paper-hanging 
business would be 'executed in the neatest manner'27. He also had mattresses and 
bedding for sale, but does not say if his beds included the new 'cotton beds'. In 
the same issue of the paper there was an article describing such beds that, it was 
said, were coming more and more into use and were as comfortable as feathers. 
Then there were the truly luxury gadgets like Or Arnott's stove, which had: 

'all the advantages of warming by steam and hot water together with .... 
advantages peculiar to itself 28. 

It see~s fair to accept that, as is commonly the way, luxuries would be 
creepmg down the financial scale, but how fast or how far is difficult, if not 
impossible, to establish. 

Household shopping must have been becoming a little bit easier. Not only 
were there bakers and butchers within the parish, but it seems the local shops 
had begun to act as general stores. When Mrs Rowlandson's shop in Yealand 
Redmayne was broken into in 1845 the thieves were able to extract: 

' ... eleven pairs of trousers, four waistcoats, six pairs of quarter boots, some 
flannel and some tobacco, tea and coffee' 29. 
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The Basics 
Yet however sophisticated the details, the basis remained extremely 

primitive. That this must have been so is obvious from the more detailed reports 
of conditions later in the century. As was emphasised in the chapter on Health, 
sewerage was non-existent and the contents of privies went onto the land. Water 
was nowhere laid on, and in general had to be fetched from wells and springs. 
The nearest to running water, for those able to afford such an arrangement, was 
a tap or pump connected to a rainwater tank or even, if one was lucky, to a near­
by well. 

Drying Clothes 

The washing of clothes and bed linen must have been a particularly 
exhausting task for housewives, what with fetching the water, lighting the fir~ to 
heat it, filling and emptying the wash tub by hand and pounding the washmg 
with the heavy dolly. To some extent, of course, the task would be lightened by 
not washing clothes, or at any rate not so freely as we casually do today in ~ur 
washing machines, but it looks as though more and more washin? was bemg 
done. Between 1841 and 1861 the national per capita consumptlOn of soap 
doubled30 . 

I used your soap two years ago; since then I have used no other. 
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Mangles were, it seems, known in the parish for at one time there was a woman 
living in the parish who gave her occupation as a mangler. If clothes needed 
further smoothing then it meant using a flat iron heated over the fire, a hot and 
tricky task. 

FOOD 
In one domestic matter the women of Warton almost certainly had one 

great advantage they had a relatively good chance of serving up good meals. 
Throughout the century every commentator agreed that people in the north ate 
better than those in the south. lust before the opening of the nineteenth century, 
the beneficent Sir Frederick Morton Eden, one of the founders of the Globe 
Insurance Company, being 'troubled', as he put it, by the high price of war-time 
food, undertook a most thorough investigation of what he called the: 

'state of the poor: One of his conclusions was that 'In the north of England 
... the poorest labourers can, and actually do, regale themselves with a variety of 
dishes that are wholly unknown in the south: 

Labourers' families in the south, he said, ate an almost uninterrupted diet 
of dry bread and cheese. He then gave a detailed description of what might be 
expected in the north. In particular, of course, northerners ate oatmeal-based 
foods, oatcakes, hasty pudding and crowdie. By hasty pudding he seemed to 
mean oatmeal in cold water, and by crowdie oatmeal cooked in a stock. They 
were, he said, eaten with 'butter, beer or treacle: Northerners, he went on, even ate 
meat regularly, at least in the form of corned beef, which in those days meant 
salt-cured beef. They used it providently, for: 

'In the North of England where the greatest advantage, and richest treat 
expected from a small piece of corned beef (which there are few so low or 
poo~ ~ not to indulge themselves with for a Sunday dinner), is its supplying 
su!flclent ... savoury skimming for crowdie: 

As well as oatmeal dishes the northerners ate 'Pease kaile', which he described as 

'peas boiled till they are soft and milk added (or boiled in broth to give a soup)'. 

And, of course, northemers ate potatoes: 

'No vegetable is, or ever was, applied to such a variety of uses in the North of 
England as the potato: 

It was, says Sir Frederick: 

'served up for every meal except breakfast in houses of Rich as well as Poor' 31. 
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Potatoes were something that could be grown in the garden and perhaps at this 
point it would be well to correct a possible bias in this chapter. All through, 
household management has been spoken of as though it was purely a matter for 
women. There is no evidence one way or another, but it would be surprising if 
nineteenth century Warton was an exception to the tradition of housework as 
women's work. It is a tradition that, after all, survived almost unchanged until 
the second half of the twentieth century. Doubtless also, as always, a husband 
would give such help as was felt to be consistent with his masculine role. It 
would very probably be the man who did the heavier work in the garden, 
including growing potatoes. This was before the age of allotments, and it is not 
easy to know how many cottages had gardens. Dr Hunter, reporting on Yealand 
Conyers, seemed to think they were the exception there: 

'Gardens seem small and few, the labourers here, however, valued their mere 
potato patches as much as their fellows valued gardens in the more sheltered 
corners of the South' 32. 

In the mid-century the north kept its advantage. When James Caird 
published his letters on English agriculture in 1851 he had been greatly struck by 
the difference in wages between north and south and the consequent difference 
in living standards. 

'In the North counties the labourers are enabled to feed and clothe themselves 
with respectability and comfort'33. 

In 1843, the Poor Law Commissioners also noted how much better those in the 
north fed: 

'There might be a lot of bread, potatoes and tea in the diet, but there was also 
milk and broth, oatmeal porridge and hasty pudding, and pies and bacon' 34. 

If a woman had to struggle to feed a large family in an ill-equipped cottage 
it must at least have been rewarding to be able to serve up something tasty. 

1 E. Higgs, Making Sense of the Census, Public Record Office Handbook No.23, 
(London HMSO, 1989) p.80. 

2 PP. 1868/9, Vol. XIII 'Royal Commission on the Employment of Children, 
Young persons and Women', p.137. 

3 Edward Baines, History, Directory and Gazeteer of the County of Lancaster Vol.II 
(Liverpool, 1825) 
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Chapter Fourteen. 

GROWING UP 
SURVIVING INFANCY 

Out of every thousand children born alive each year in the nineteenth 
century at least one hundred and fifty would be dead before their first birthday. 
This infant mortality rate of 150 in every thousand live births remained 
essentially unchanged until the very end of the century. Babies in rural areas 
would have a rather better chance of surviving, children in industrial towns a 
much worse one. These figures underestimate the actual toll, for stillbirths were 
ignored. There is no recorded figure of how many infant deaths this meant each 

year in Warton parish, but even at the very end of the 
century, when the infant mortality rate was just 
beginning to improve, the local Medical Officer of 
Health was having to report an average each year of 
27 deaths of babies under the age of one in the 
Warton sub-district (roughly the same area as the old 
parish) 1. 

Woman, Child & Cat 

The survivors then had to face the hazards of 
later childhood. Gastro-intestinal infections were 
particular killers. Every year children were being 
carried off by the diarrhoea and vomiting that was 
inevitable in homes with primitive sanitation, no 
refrigeration and where the very water needed for 
cleanliness was scarce and itself likely to be 

contaminated. Professor Owen's work 'Influences which in Lancaster abridge the 
term of life' has been mentioned in an earlier chapter. He included estimates of 
childhood deaths, differentiating carefully between the classes. He calculated 
that of every 100 children born to the gentry in Lancaster 15 would be dead.by 
ten years and that for 'tradesmen' the figure was 36 and for 'operatives' 67. Putling 
it another way, he estimated that 21 per cent of the gentry died under 21 years, 
46 per cent of tradesmen and 62 per cent of generallabourers2• 

Owen, unfortunately, does not give separate figures for rural areas, but it is 
possible to obtain some picture of child mortality in Warton parish from the 
parish registers. In the years 1800-1812, there were 299 burials recorded. Of 
these 57 were of children of ten years or under; that is to say that almost a fifth 
of those dying were dying in childhood. If this figure really represents what was 
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happening, it looks as though Warton may have been doing rather well. All the 
same such figures represent many tragedies, and obituary notices for children in 
the newspapers are sadly frequent. 

Despite the death toll children abounded. There were almost as many as 
today, but in villages a quarter the size. That was the nineteenth century pattern. 
Everywhere the high death rate among children was more than matched by a 
high birth rate. A surviving child, in the early nineteenth century, was likely to be 
one of many brothers and sisters. One family had eleven children of whom four 
died in infancy; twins in babyhood from an unnamed illness, a two year old 
boy, John, from croup and a daughter, again from causes unknown, at nine 
months. 

There was also the chance that a whole family 
might grow up motherless. There are no reliable figures 
for maternal mortality at any time in the nineteenth 
century, but at the beginning of the twentieth century 
five mothers were dying for every thousand babies born. 
For most causes of death rural mortality was less than 
urban, but not for maternal mortality. Today we are so 
shocked at any maternal death that every case has to be 
investigated and reported on. 

CHILDREN AT SCHOOL 
There seems to have been a bias towards education in the North West, with 

higher than average literacy rates. It has been shown that between 1839 and 
1845 80 per cent of men in Westmorland were able at least to sign their name 
~n the ~arriage register (ability to sign is really the only evidence of the level of 
htera~ In an earlier community that one can hope to find). This was at a period 
when In the southeast, in Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire for example, only 49 
per cent of men could sign their names and when the average for England was 
67 per cent3• In Warton parish, between 1754 and 1800, seventy seven per cent 
of men could sign their name, and in the township of Silverdale an astonishing 
97 per cent 4. 

A contemporary account of one local child's search for education may 
perhaps be more illuminating than statistics. John Simpson (1782-1858), a 
farmer's son who passed part of his childhood in Warton parish, is one of the 
very few local people who have left a written account of their childhoods. His 
story relates to the last decade of the eighteenth century, but there is little reason 
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to suppose a country boy in the first decades of the nineteenth century would 
have found things much changed. Up to the age of ten, John lived on his father's 
farm near Caton. There was: 

'a small miserable School kept by a poor woman, and that at a distance of 21/2 
miles over the moors: He was soon moved to another school which was 
'about the same distance away' but over 'a worse road through the wood ... : 

There 'he first learned a, b, c'. He did not learn much for as soon as he was old 
enough he was 'employed about the farm with my Brothers and Sisters, 8 in 
number ... '. As he put it: 

'I drove the plough-share, attended the Cattle on the Moors ... and did 
anything useful my age would allow me to do, for none were allowed to be 
idle about the Farm: 

The result was that he remembered 'but little of what I had occasionally 
learned'. In 1792, when John was ten, his father took Lindeth farm near 
Silverdale. Here John was employed as the shepherd and in attending the cattle 
on the marsh 'to prevent them getting to sea and be drowned'. He did, for a few 
weeks, attend : 

'a small Chapel school in Silverdale Parish kept by a Mr Gildart,(or Geldart) 
who had been in the Army, and had served abroad in Germany: 

His army service must have been many years before, because Mr William 
Geldart had been curate at Silverdale since 17706• At Mr Geldart's school John 
'made some small progress in writing and account'. He sold wild mushrooms a~d 
went out with the fishermen to gather cockles to earn money to buy books III 
arithmetic, spelling and letter writing. He also bought travel books and 'a small 
Chart, of the World and Mercator's Projection'. And 'while with the sheep I ~ea,d ~y 
books. The figures puzzled him, but 'with slate and pencil ... I learned to wnte . HIS 
father once bought him some books at a sale, among them 'some poetry (the first I 
had seen) in praise of the Island of Bermuda particularly, this was my companion for 
weeks ... ' (Could this loved poem have been Robert Herrick's Where the remote 
Bermuthas ride? It is a pleasing thought). The family moved to a farm near 
Kendal. John was beginning to long for 'learning enough to get me some other 
employment than Farming (which I did not like)'. However by now he was really 
useful on the farm for he could 'sheer corn, thrash it out in winter, cart manure and 
other things about the place'. As the family moved from farm to farm he was able 
to put in a few weeks from time to time at a variety of small schools, but his 
father's attitude was 'that from the time spent over my books I should be good for 
nothing'. Poor John was 'mortified' when it turned out that, for all his study of 
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arithmetic, he could not measure and price some hay his father was selling. A 
man had to be employed. John thought he was well paid for 'a very easy half day's 
work'. perhaps the father felt the same for he finally allowed John to walk the 
four miles daily to the Charity School for Boys in Lancaster (on condition that 
he also mucked out the cow houses each morning and evening). John was 
eventually able to leave farming, became an insurance broker in London, 
married the daughter of a wealthy Lancaster merchant, and was made a Freeman 
of Lancaster. John's experiences may have been coloured by his father's opinion 
of learning and so perhaps suggest a much poorer provision of educational 
opportunities in Warton parish than was in fact the case. 

All over the thought was being given at the time to the need for more 
education of the general mass of the people. The motive was to a large extent 
religious. The Evangelical movement that had revitalised religion everywhere 
meant that it was seen as of great importance to teach people to read so that they 
might read the Bible. There was also, mixed with religious motives, a general 
feeling that education might be a restraining influence on the unruly and 
growing urban popUlation. Sunday schools were the first answer. Such schools 
must have existed in Warton parish by 1826 for there is a Charity 
Commissioners' report of that date saying that an upper room at Archbishop 
Hutton's was used for a Sunday school, but they did not record how many 
attended, nor what was taught. Not all such schools taught reading, and still 
fewer writing, which was not necessary for Bible reading, and was felt by the 
stricter to be an unsuitable occupation on the Sabbath. 

The first hard evidence of how many children were receiving a school 
education of any sort comes in the 1830s. In 1834 a commission of enquiry into 
the 'state of education' was set up. It included a request for a return on all local 
schools, showing the type of school and the numbers attending. In 1835 an 
abstract of these returns was published? The seven townships of Warton parish 
claimed between them 307 pupils in attendance at day school, and 231 at 
Sunday school. The details are given in the table overleaf. 

Borwick and Priest Hutton seem always to have shared school provision. 
The totals for boys and girls have been calculated on the assumption that equal 
numbers attended in mixed schools. 

Even assuming that the figures for school attendance were reasonably 
accurate, there still remains a problem. Apart from anything else, there was no 
legal definition of school age. 
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State of Education. 
(Population figures taken from the 1831 census) 

Township Pop. S'dy Boys Girls Day Boys Girls 

Borwick(l) 278 0 0 

Carnforth 299 1 27 33 1 30 24 

Pr. Hutton 263 1 0 21 1 18 15 

Silverdale 240 1 25 35 2 20 15 

Warton 558 1 mixed 50 1 60 

do. 1 nfants 40 

Y. Conyers 294 1 mixed 40 1 mixed 6~ 

Y. Redm. 227 0 1 10 15 

In his preface to the 1851 Educational Census, Horace Mann (who was in 
charge of the report) suggested a usual age range of 5 to 12 years. In the 1841 
census there were 417 children in that range in Warton parish, so that the claim 
that there were 307 children in attendance at day school seems to mean that 
about 74 per cent of children from five to twelve were attending school. Only, 
'attending school' itself needs interpretation. Horace Mann took a very gloomy 
view of attendance. He thought that total attendances of any child would, in 
almost all cases, fall very short indeed of the eight years' possible attendance 
between five and twelve. 

Mann also suggested a level of provision he thought desirable. He wanted 
school places for 16.7 per cent of the total population. The actual average for 
England &. Wales was far below this at 8.4 per cent. In South Lonsdale it was 13 
per cent (if Lancaster with its mere 9.2 per cent is excluded). North Lonsdale did 
even better with 14.6 per cents. Warton, in 1833, with 307 pupils in a total 
population of 2, 160, was at a level of 14 per cent, certainly streets ahead of what 
most of England could show nearly two decades later. 

Not mentioned in the report are the places available in fee-paying private 
schools. Not that this should be taken as an indication that fees were only paid 
for private education. The report makes it clear that education was not free in 
any day schools. Sunday schools were more likely to have outside support 
allowing free attendance. 
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In Silverdale education on Sunday was free 'at the expense of Mr Inman: In Priest 
Hutton and Warton the children were 'gratuitously instructed: In the latter place 
books were supplied by the vicar. Only in Carnforth was the Sunday School 
clearly stated to be 'at the expense of the parents'. The entry for Yealand Conyers is 
unclear. It says that: 

'at present the school is wholly supported by payment from the parents' 

but does not say if this applies only to the day school, or to the Sunday School 
as well. Education in the weekday schools was wholly at the expense of the 
parents, except in the case of Warton Infant School that was 'supported by 
subscription in aid of payment by the parents .... ' 9. 

Schools 
So what were the schools supplying as education according to the report? 

There were, for a start, two endowed schools in the parish: Archbishop Hutton's 
Grammar School in Warton and the school run by the Society of Friends in 
Yealand Conyers. Archbishop Hutton had set up a trust to endow a School and 
an almshouse in his native parish in 1594. The trust provided £20 for the 
master's salary, £6 8s for the usher and £20 for the almsmen (£3- 8d each 
annually). The school had survived through the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, never counting among the more famous schools, but never losing its 
claim to be a Grammar School, that is a school able to impart classicalleaming. 
By the beginning of the nineteenth century it was in low water. In 1826 the 
Charity Commissioners had to be called in to investigate the trust. They found 
that no master had been appointed since 1808 and nothing had been received 
from the trust since 1815. Still worse, the vicar of Warton, Thomas Washington, 
who died insolvent in 1823, had misappropriated to his own use the £20 
intended for the master's salary. The school had been kept going by the usher, 
Mr Robert Gibson. The Commissioners reported that he occupied three of the 
four up-stairs rooms and his salary was being paid out of the funds of 'another 
charity'. He taught the poor children of the parish 'reading, writing and accounts', 
but was not competent to teach classics. Not unexpectedly the report ended with 
the comment that: 

'Under the circumstances ... the interference of a court of equity seems 
necessary 10 . 

The schoolhouse, situated at that time up the hill behind the church, 
needed to have the gable end re-built, a new staircase installed, new windows 
supplied, the ground floor flagged, and the privies rebuilt and added to. As a 
result it could not be re-opened until 1833. Mr Gibson's services were 
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dispensed with and an advertisement was placed for: 

1<\ master ... competent to teach reading, writing, arithmetic, and other 
branches of education in the English language, and also in the Classics and 
other learning usually and customarily taught in other Grammar Schools~ 

A Mr John Hodgson Steble, B.A. was appointed. His salary was to be raised 
to £~O and he was also to receive 'quarter age', that is to say the school fees came 
to hIm 11. The fees, given in the table below look ridiculously small to day, but in 
1833 they would have been high enough to be a barrier to the children of 
labourers and the like. From then on, the school has continued without break, 
in one form or another, to the present day. 

Archbishop Hutton's School: charges for tuition 183312 

writing .......................................... 3 pence 

writing and the first four rules of arithmetic ............ 4 pence 

writing and other higher branches of arithmetic ......... 6 pence 

mensuration, geography and algebra ................ 1 shilling 

Latin and Greek classics ........................... 1 shilling 

No charge for teaching reading is given. Mr Gibson had taught reading, but 
when the school re-opened again in 1833 it tried to revert to Grammar School 
status and it was decided that children would not be admitted until they were 
'competent to read in a common spelling book' and to spell words of ~o syllables. 
The ~le was soon relaxed 13, possibly because numbers were ~alhng u~der Mr 
Steble s management. In December 1835 his resignation was accepted as they 
tactfully put it. The trustees said he was a good teacher - when he was there -
but felt he 'should not have neglected daily attendance at the school'14. In .t837 the 
head master resigned on being admitted to the University of Cambndge .. The 
trustees complained that this was the third master who 'had accepted office WIth a 
view ~o their own advancement to Holy Orders'. They deci~ed it ~~uld be be~e~ to 
appomt a master qualified only to teach the 'rudiments of Latm 15. The ~ngmal 
charter of the school had merely said that the Archbishop had founded It to deo 
et bonis literis, which might be translated as 'to the glory of God and for the 
promotion of good learning'16. Nevertheless, membership of the Church of England 
had come to be required for the master and was still being required in 185417. 

Rules laid down in 1846 required that children were to attend service at 
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the parish church twice every Sunday and also public prayers in church on All 
Saints' Day and on Wednesdays in Lent18 

The Friends' School had been founded at the beginning of the eighteenth 
century when Robert Withers of Kellet, who died in 1709, left an annual sum of 
£6, to be charged on his estate 

'towards the maintenance of a schoolmaster of the people called Quakers'19. 

Over the years the school had acquired small extra endowments. As well as these 
individual gifts the school was being supported by contributions regularly 
collected from the meeting20. It never laid claim to being a grammar school, but 
was apparently prepared to teach Latin. At any rate in 1727 the meeting decided 
that: 

'All Friends who has their children taught by the school master is to pay 2/6 
per Quarter for learning Lattin ... ' At that time the master was charging '3d. a 
week for writing and arithmetic'21. 

The school appears to have gone quietly on throughout the eighteenth and into 
the nineteenth century, teaching girls as well as boys (unlike Archbishop 
Hutton's which did not admit girls until 1836). Robert Withers left his money 'to 
be applied for teaching Friends' children', but this seems to have been interpreted 
liberally. In 1899 the Charity Commissioners noted: 

'The benefit of the charity has never been reserved for members of the 
Society of Friends ... and the managers do not design any such rigorous 
exclusion '22 

The nature of the school in Silverdale is less certain, but was probably the 
one that appears in a sale notice in 1819. The sale was of a house said to be near 
the parish church and also near 'a boys' and girls' school' 23. At this date the parish 
church was situated at the north end of Emesgate Lane and the curate of 
Silverdale had his house near-by24, so that it seems probable the school was his. 
The tradition of the curate as schoolmaster is an old one in Silverdale. At the end 
of the seventeenth century the inhabitants had boasted that their curate was 'an 
honest orthodox and painefull [Le. painstaking] Schoolmaster' 25. In 1722 the Vicar 
of Warton told his bishop that in Silverdale the curate taught in his own house 
English and Latin' 26. 

Still less is known about the infant school listed in the report on Warton 
with Lindeth. The Infant School still existing in living memory was not built 
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until 1864 and there is no information where this earlier one was situated, but it 
seems to have been accepted as in some way part of the grammar schoo127• Nor 
has anything been found about the schools listed in Yealand Redmayne and 
Priest Hutton. 

The school in Carnforth is known, but details about its founding are 
obscure. It was held in a disused Presbyterian chapel behind the present Shovel 
Inn. The building was: 

'converted into a township school and used for this purpose until 1849: 

The information comes from the Charity Commissioners report of 1899, but 
unfortunately, they had to admit that: 

'no evidence has been presented to show under whose management it was, 
nor in whom the site was invested '28 . 

Carnforth township was very small at that time. It would be interesting to 
k~ow where the enterprise came from to organise a school. Presumably ~e 
Richard Haslam, entered in the 1841 census as 'teacher', was master at thIS 
school. He employed three farm servants, which suggests that school teaching 
was only a sideline. By the 1851 census he is only calling himself 'farmer', but ~y 
then he had been active in helping to found a new public elementary school ill 

Carnforth. The story of public elementary schools in the parish begins with the 
building of the school in Yealand Conyers in 1842 and is bound up with the sad 
quarrel between the established church and dissenters, each determined that 
they would educate the young in their own beliefs and only united in a dislike 
of a purely secular education supplied by the state. 

The 'National' Society and the 'British' Society 
The warring factions grouped under two national societies, both foun~ed at 

the beginning of the century: the National Society for Promoting the Ed~catzon of 
the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church and the British and Foretgn School 
Society to which dissenting schools gravitated. From 1833 on,. th~ central 
government made increasing grants for education, but in order to pIck I~S way as 
best it could between the denominations, it allocated the grant, not dlfectly to 
schools, but through the two societies. It was not a policy likely to settle the 
rivalry between the two societies. 

Doubtless there was inter-denominational feeling in Warton parish as there 
was elsewhere, but only one example of extreme feeling has been found. In 1840 
the incumbent of Yealand church, in an effort to extract money from the 
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National Society wrote a letter saying that there were no schools in his district 
'except three kept by females ... hardly deseroing the name of school'29. He may have 
been technically right, since it does seem that the Friends' school had faltered for 
a couple of years at that exact time. 3D All the same it seems disingenuous of the 
curate to have ignored so totally a school which had given service to the children 
of the Yealands for nearly a century and a half. Anyhow, he got his grant and a 
'National' school was near the border between Yealand Redmayne and Yealand 
Conyers in 1842. 

There was no doubt in people's minds for what sort of child this new 
school was to be. When Edward Cumming and Jane Adamson conveyed land in 
Footern field, they specified that the premises built on it were to be used for a 
school for the education of children: 

'of the labouring, manUfacturing, and other poorer classes ' 31. 

A newspaper article, in describing the opening of the school first listed by name 
the big people present, and then mentioned that there were also present ' ... 
many of the yeomanry and labouring classes' 32. They were only using the language 
of the time. 

Government grants at that time could only be used towards the actual 
buildings. In all other respects a school had to find all its own running costs, 
through the children's fees and donations from the public. Subscribers were 
assured, lest they feared their money might be misused, that the school would 
be managed upon the principles (italics in the newspaper article) of the Church 
of England33. In 1846 the school was further helped financially by a legacy of 
£300 under the will of Miss Lucy Rothwell of Yea land Conyers34 

The next public elementary school to be set up also came under the Church 
of England. The Dean and Chapter of Worcester granted the site of an old tithe 
barn at the top of Haws Hill for a school for the education of children: 

'of the labouring, manUfacturing and other poorer classes in the township or 
village of Camforth ... '35. 

The National Society granted £6036. In accordance with standard practice 
the grant would have been in Proportion with what sums were raised locally, 
and a further £273 pounds was raised by local subscription. The school building 
still exists. It was converted to commercial use when the school moved to its 
present site in 1960, but a stone recording the date can still be seen in the wall. 
The schoolteacher, Mr Robert Townson, was not to be given any pay, but to be 
allowed the school pence paid by the parents of each child. As in Yealand great 
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care was taken that the children's religious education should be strictly Church 
of England based. The next elementary school, also a National school, was built 
in Silverdale just after the end of the first half of the century. 

Private Schools 
Through the decades private schools came and went. Sometimes they can 

be traced, but probably there were others that left no record. It is the more the 
pity because at that period private schools were not necessarily elitist. They 
charged fees of course, but not necessarily higher than at other schools. Some do 
sound to have been for those with some money. In the 1820s there was a 
boarding school for young ladies in Yealand Conyers run by a Mrs Crick (or 
Creek) that was advertised in the newspaper37 and also appears in a directory3B. 
Three enterprising sisters called Harris, together with a young assistant, all from 
Manchester and all in their early twenties, opened a boarding school at Lindeth 
Cottage (it is not clear how the school fitted in with Mrs Gaskell's use of what 
seems to have been the same cottage as a holiday home). In the 1851 census the 
sisters had eight pupils living with them, mostly themselves from Manchester. In 
the 1861 census their school has gone. In 1842 Miss Wikeley and Miss Reeves, 
both previously on the staff of Casterton School for Clergymen's Daughters, 
advertised that they were opening a school at Cove House in Silverdale39. It ~oo 
seems to have had a short life. In the 1851 census Cove House was occupIed 
only by a housekeeper. 

At the bottom end came the Dame Schools. Schools such as George Crabbe 
described: 

'That where a deaf, poor, patient widow sits. And awes some thirty infants as 
she knits' 40. 

There very probably were such schools in the parish, but only on~ official 
record hints at such a school. In the 1851 census there is an entry recordmg a 79-
year-old woman, Nancy Bradley, living alone with her granddaughte~. Her 
occupation is given as 'School Misses'. If it were she herself who fill~d m her 
granddaughter's occupation as 'scollar', it would come as no Surpfl.se. Such 
schoolmistresses were often little more than child-minders. There was stIll such a 
school remembered at the beginning of the twentieth century: 

'a school in Yealand Redmayne .. , kept ... by Mrs Jinny Fryers. Mrs Fryers 
taught from a Bible and a spelling book. She taught also sewing, knitting, and 
patching; no arithmetic'41. 
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The Curriculum 
The question of what was taught in the schools, by what methods and how 

well, is virtually impossible to answer. There are tempting glimpses. In 1837 the 
governors of Archbishop Hutton's school voted to appoint a master who could 
teach on the 'monitorial system: This was a system, used both in National and 
British schools, whereby boys and girls, maybe no more than ten or eleven years 
old, were paid a penny or so a week to pass on to younger pupils what they 
themselves had learnt. It is not known how far the Master appointed really made 
use of the full monitorial system, but monitors were certainly being used, both 
there and in the Friends' School, well on into the second half of the century. 
Logbook entries then show that their task was not just seeing that inkwells were 
filled and so on. They were expected to teach. 

Only one outside report on education in the parish has survived and it is 
not entirely flattering. When, in December 1853, Mr Thorold, the rector of 
Whittington, visited Archbishop Hutton's grammar school he thought that, on 
the whole, arithmetic, reading and writing 'did not deserve censure', but could not 
report so favourably on History, Geography and Scripture knowledge. There was: 

'In the upper children a dark and dead Ignorance ... ' 
which contrasted unfavourably, he thought with: 

'the scripture knowledge in your Infant school' 42. 

perhaps the real trouble was that Mr Thorold did not have the gift of getting 
young lads to answer him at all, for he reported that: 

'In a class of about twenty children .. . barely three or four answered the 
questions addressed to them, and four fifths maintained a firm and consistent 
silence' 

CHILDREN AT PLAY. 

This is going to be a very short section. The information simply is not there. 
~resumably the children, being children, did play whenever they could find the 
time. A good deal about children's games and toys is known from general 
surveys, but no one thought it a matter of concern to record what Warton 
children did for their amusement. Toys that richer children might have played 
with can be seen in the Museum of Childhood in Lancaster, but the homemade 
toys of ordinary children were not the sorts of thing anyone thought to preserve. 
It is likely that, just as children were expected to work alongside adults from a 
very early age, so they would be expected to get their amusements alongside 
adults. A special world, just for children, was something of a Victorian invention 
and it began among the 'better-to-do' who could afford nurseries for children to 
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play in and special toys for them to play with. Most children did what they 
could to amuse themselves including watching and taking part in adult games 
such as are described in the next chapter. 

CHILDREN AT WORK 

Nineteenth century Lancashire has tended to be seen as the county where 
very young children were put to work in the mills. In 1851 some 43 per cent of 
boys and 34 per cent of girls between the ages of 10 and 14 were recorded as 
being in work, many in textile mills and coalmines. The figure was considerably 
higher than the national average, though there were other counties as bad. Even 
the under tens worked, though apparently only relatively few of them43• In rural 
Lancashire things seem to have been rather different. In the 1841 census for 
Warton parish only 13 per cent of this age group were recorded as in 
employment, and of these almost all were already thirteen or over. A few 
younger children were working; two boys, one of twelve and one of eleven, 
worked as agricultural labourers; two girls worked as domestic servants, one of 
them eleven years old and one ten. It is true there were also three children in 
employment in Yealand Conyers who had not even reached ten: a male 
domestic servant of eight and two female servants of seven and eight. There is no 
indication of what sort of work was expected of these infants. 

The situation was essentially the same in 1851, though the percentage of 10 
to 14 year olds at work was a little higher at 21 per cent. Work under thirteen was 
still unusual, but there was a ten-year-old errand boy in Warton and one house 
servant of eleven in Borwick. In 1851, as in 1841, the girls all worked as house 
servants, (apart from one girl in 1851 who was put down as an errand girl). Boys 
worked mostly on the land (though a few found jobs as house servants). 

Although work on the land was the commonest job for boys the a~al 
number recorded seems unexpectedly low for an agricultural parish: O~y nme 
agricultural labourers under fifteen were recorded in the whole pansh m 1841 
(or 14 if those called male servants are included). The figures are al~ost 
identical in 1851. A probable explanation has already been put fo~ard m ~n 
earlier chapter. In the first place a great deal of farm work, partIcularly m 
harvesting, hay-making and the weeding of crops would have been expected of 
children, but such casual work would have gone unrecorded in the census. 
Secondly Warton was an area of small farmers and such farms survived by 
making full use of family labour which again would not have been rec~rd~d in 
the census, as it did not count as paid labour. A parliamentary commISSlOner 
commented, slightly later in the century, that in North Lancashire: 
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'the attendance [at school] of children of agricultural labourers is much more 
extensive over a longer period of the year than of small farmers' 44. 

What the commissioner seems to be implying is that though the labourers' 
children might be employed from time to time, their work was not so much part 
of the family economy as that of farmers' children. Altogether the census 
information on children's work needs viewing with caution. 

Legal protection of children from exploitation at work in factories and 
mines was beginning to be established, but such legislation as there was did not 
cover children in agricultural work45 . It is known that the Waithmans of Yea land 
Conyers employed children in their flax works In 1836 the Hertfordshire poor 
law authority arranged for a group of children to be: 

'placed with Messrs Waithman of Yealand ... accompanied by a widow with 
three children of her own acting as matron of the whole'46. 

Nothing more is known about these children. 

FURTHER EDUCATION 
Was there any escape through education? There were opportunities in the 

parish for those who wanted higher education, but they were for those who 
could pay. In 1834 the following newspaper advertisement appeared: 

1.H.Steble B.A. .. . has accommodation for limited number of young gents to 
be prepared for universities, royal navy, military colleges, commercial 
establishments, land surveying, navigation. Lodging in village'47. 

Mr Steble was the Master at Archbishop Hutton's School. One assumes that the 
sons of the big houses in Yealand Conyers and Silverdale got their education at 
such establishments, or in more prestigious grammar schools. It seems unlikely, 
from the accounts given above, that parents who could pay for something else 
would send their children to the Archbishop Hutton's school of those days. The 
girls in such families would have been educated at home by mother or a 
governess. For those without money going on to higher education would have 
been almost impossible. There were no state or county scholarships. Even 
Lancaster Grammar School could not help. In 1818 it was reported that: 

'There are no Exhibitions, nor other University advantages belonging to the 
school' 48. 

It was only after 1850 that the Victoria Scholarships were created there49 • At 
one time Freemen of Lancaster could claim free education in the Lancaster 
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Grammar School for their sons even if they were living outside Lancaster, but 
this right was gradually whittled away. By 1850 the governors had decided that 
there should be: 

'no gratuitous education either for the sons of Freemen or anyone else: 

Technical education was a possibility. Numbers of boys took up 
apprenticeships (and some girls called themselves dressmakers apprentices, 
though it is not clear how formal these were). Apprenticeship not only required 
a premium, but also meant that the apprentice would receive either no wage or a 
pittance during the years of training. Mansergh's Charity helped some boys. In 
July 1825 there were 16 apprentices on the charity'S books; a figure, which, in 
proportion to the 18 boy apprentices listed in the parish in 1851, suggests that 
the charity was playing a significant role 50. 

Education is not, of course, something merely applied to the young from 
above. However, the way to self-education was not made easy. The age of 
technical colleges and the Workers' Education Association and public libraries 
was yet to come. A Mechanics' Institute was opened in Lancaster in 1824. It ran 
lectures and courses and also maintained a library from which books.could.be 
borrowed, but its purpose of helping the 'labouring poor' came under dlfficultIes. 
At the 1848 AGM, the Friends and Members of the Mechanics' Institute were 
told that it had been: 

'manifest from the first that people of the class of mechanics to a very small 
extent availed themselves of the privileges especially designed for them: 

It was a complaint common to all the many Mechanics' Institutes created at 
this time. Everywhere it was non-mechanics with a little more money and , th· ks f 
leisure, who took advantage of the lectures and the courses. When one Ill. 0 

the very limited basic education on offer to most children and the bitter 
necessity of earning their living as early as possible this is hardly surprising51 . 
Even newspapers were too costly to be freely available as a source of 
information. Newspapers were subject to a stamp duty so heavy as to put them 
out of the reach of working people52. It is not surprising that the Lancaster 
Gazette was priced at 6d a copy when it was first issued in 1801. By 1835 the 
price had risen to 7d, about 3 per cent of even a well-paid labourer's weekly 
wage. In 1837, after the stamp duty was lowered the price fell, but only to 41/2 d 
and was still at that level in 1851. 

The career of John Simpson, recounted at the beginning of this cha~ter, 
shows what could be achieved by some one who took the path of self-educatIon. 
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Simpson succeeded against all the odds, though he did not clearly know what 
was driving him. He only says that as he minded the sheep on the hills around 
Lindeth Farm: 

' ... I often looked towards the south wondering what all the rest of the world 
was doing ... and I had some idea that being a simple shepherd was not to be 
my occupation through life' 53. 

One simply does not know how many Warton children also fought through to 
wider fields; nor indeed whether, like Simpson, they had some regrets. In 
describing his struggles after he reached London, he says: 

'but many times I sighed to be with my sheep again, however there was no 
returning home to join that quiet occupation tho' well remembered with 
pleasure by me: 
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Chapter Fifteen. 

ENTERTAINMENT, 
Badger Baiting, Wrestling and Sunday School Outings. 

How much time for enjoying themselves had the ordinary man, woman or 
child in the early nineteenth century? The whole notion of leisure time was so 
different then that it is hard to get the picture. Holidays were a matter, not of 
legislation, but of long-standing custom. There were no public bank holidays 
(the Bank of England treated itself to them, but that was a purely internal 
matter). Nor was there any notion of a general entitlement to a certain number 
of days off a year, still less days off with pay. Sunday was by tradition a day of 
rest or, as stricter people thought, rather a day when one should think of higher 
things than work, and attend divine service. Two pieces of information suggest 
that Sunday did not conform to this pattern. First, according to the religious 
census of 1851, only about half the population went to any form of divine 
seIVice on the given Sunday. The second was the setting up of the Lord's Day 
ObseIVance Society that suggests a felt need for its campaign against work (and a 
good deal of play) on Sundays. Further it is known that public transport 
continued on a Sunday. Canal packet boats ran on a Sunday! and so, later on, 
did trains. Nevertheless the nineteenth century ideal of Sunday has left an 
indelible mark and then it was more strictly seen as different from other days. 
The habit of taking St. Monday off as well still lingered and, after such a 
weekend, as one exasperated employer said of his employees: 

' .. . when they come in they are not fit for their work'2. 

That, however, was in the industrial towns. In Warton parish agricultural 
demands inevitably had priority. All, both those who worked their own small 
family farms and those employed on bigger farms, would know that some work 
must go ahead, Sunday or no; that lambs would get themselves born at 
unsociable hours and, come harvest, everyone must work from first light to dark 
to beat the weather. In domestic service Sunday off was also a privilege, not a 
right. A good employer might be expected to see that her servants went ~o church 
or chapel, but not necessarily to allow them other time off. Half-hohdays and 
holidays were settled by custom (which presumably reflected the balance of the 
supply and demand for the work). It seems to have become customary in the 
nineteenth century for servants to have a half-day a week (commonly on Sunday 
afternoon, when dinner had been served and cleared away). 
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In 1880 Mrs Beeton, in her Domestic Service Guide, thought that in the country 
it was: 

'customary for seroants to have a week allowed them once a year: 

She thought they should not expect any further holiday, even though few people 
would deny 'a day to an industrious willing servant' 3. There were two sets of 
persons in the parish who must have had a rather different view of holidays. The 
gentry, particularly the ladies of the family might, if contemporary novels are to 
be trusted, have more leisure than they quite knew what to do with. They were 
the people, one supposes, to which advertisements of parlour games were 
addressed in the newspaper; advertisements such as: 

'Misses Charlton ... respectfully announce to the Ladies of Lancaster 
Instruction in Velvet Painting and Japanning ... elegant and useful 
accomplishment' 4, or 1. Colles. Magical Dancing Figures. Lessons given in 
highly fashionable Legerdemain '5. 

Unlike these fashionable young ladies, the wives of agricultural labourers with 
large families, probably never had a holiday at all. 

One other major factor influencing all leisure activities in the countryside 
must be borne in mind. There was almost nowhere to meet under shelter (unless 
a farmer lent his barn) except in inns and public houses. Apart from those there 
was the vestry (for parish meetings) and the school room. Until Yealand School 
was opened in 1842 that meant the cramped accommodation at Archbishop 
Hutton's. Inns would have been very obviously more attractive, offering warmth, 
light, food and drink. Warton Manor Court sensibly always held its sessions at 
the Malt Shovel. 

Warton parish was well supplied with places to drink. At the mid-century, 
as can be found by consulting directories and the 1851 census, there were at least 
eleven to choose from: three in Camforth (the Golden Ball, the Joiner's Arms 
and the Malt Shovel); two in Priest Hutton, (Longlands Inn, and Longlands 
Beerhouse); four in Warton, (the Red Lion, the Bull, the Malt Shovel and the 
Britannia Inn in Lindeth); two in Yealand Conyers, (the New Inn and the Coach 
and Horses down on what is now the A6 at Holmere). A twelfth inn, the Victoria 
in Silverdale, run by a Mr Airey, opened at some date round about the end of the 
mid-century. It was mentioned in a newspaper report in 18506, but it does not 
feature (at least not recognisably) in the 1851 census. 
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A licence to keep an inn had to be obtained from a magistrate (who was 
supposed to check on the applicant's suitability), but licensing hours were non­
existent apart from the ancient prohibition on serving drinks during the hours of 
divine service. From 1830 on, any householder could open a 'beerhouse' (that is a 
drinking place not selling spirits) by paying a fee of two guineas to the Customs 
and Excise. No license was needed, but Beerhouses did have restricted hours of a 
sort. They might not sell their beer before five o'clock in the morning or after 
eleven at night, and the restrictions were tighter on Sundays. How far even these 
minimum laws could be enforced by the tiny police force of the time is 
doubtful. 

Is it possible to find what the people of the parish did do with such spare 
time as they could afford from work? One source of information on pastimes is 
newspaper notices recording what had happened or announcing future events. 
The entries are usually brief, but do allow some estimate of the pattern of 
entertainment in Warton parish. The impression is that three things still 
dominated: the agricultural year, the church year, and the pursuit and killing of 
birds and animals. 

The Church Year 
Christmas (viewed in its secular aspect), though not the bonanza it has become 
today, was a time for eating and drinking, making merry and giving gifts. Even 
Scrooge gave his clerk that one-day off in the year. It was also a time for ~h~t 
might be called conspicuous benevolence. A newspaper article in 1834 saId It 
was the season when: 

'the poor and the needy, according to custom, are partakers of public and 
private benevolence', 

adding that the inhabitants of the work house got roast beef, plum p~dding an? 
ale. The prisoners in the Castle only got bread and cheese, but they dId get then 
pint of ale (half a pint for women and children)? In 1841 Mr George Marton of 
Capernwray Hall was described as making his: 

'usual Christmas distribution offood and clothes to the poor'B. 

All the same, Christmas was not an obligatory holiday. It has been said th~t 
domestic servants were particularly unlikely to be given Christmas day off and If 
they were given a holiday it was more likely to be on Boxing Day after all the 
extra work of Christmas Day was over. 

214 



To be done before the day off? 

Easter-tide was marked by the custom of Pace-egging in its various forms -
rolling eggs down hill, decorating them, cracking them together to see whose egg 
was toughest - was undoubtedly popular all over Lancashire9 . Only one very 
small reference has so far been found for Warton parish, and that for a little later 
in the century. In 1867 a number of children were marked as absent from school 
'collecting pace eggs' 10. Weddings seem to have still had some of the more public 
quality of an earlier day. Mr Erving, an in-corner from Rochdale, whose 
invaluable notebook has been mentioned in earlier chapters, thought it of 
interest enough to record in 1854 that in Warton parish it was customary: 

' ... to give young men who usually call after a wedding 7/6 to 20/- and throw 
some 5/- in copper amongst children at the Church Gates'lI. 

Saint's days, as local holidays, were tending to fade away. August 5th, the 
day of Wart on's own saint, St Oswald, was no longer marked by the fun of Rush 
Bearing, which had been such an occasion in the seventeenth centuryl2 . The 
tradition lingered on in something called the 'Warton Feast', which took place in 
August each year. At the feast in 1811 there was a trail hunt in the morning, horse 
and pony racing on the sands in the afternoon ' ... with carts upset, unhorsed 
equestrians .. . ', and in the evening: 

'balls and assemblies as usual at the different in11S: 
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There were also: 

' ... several F. o. tables adjoining the churchyard, and Miss-my-Iegs and 
other gaming apparatus'13. 

The churchyard is in italics in the original article, suggesting that the journalist 
was somewhat shocked. It seems probable that EO. was a variety ofE.O, an early 
form of roulette (and perhaps it would be better not to enquire what 'Miss-my­
legs' was). 

The horse racing was a central part of the feast. A newspaper article in 1837 
described it then as: 

' ... occupying the breathing time between hay harvest and harvest' 
and said that ' ... the rustics in the neighbourhood generally attend in 
considerable force~ 

The 'fair sex' arrived in 'shandrys' (a light trap) or cart. The races were held 
on the sands below the Crag. The reporter seems to have been a little surprised 
that the first race was actually a serious one. It was run between a thoroughbred 
mare, Saccharina, who had previously won a second place in the Lancaster Moor 
races, and a bay filly 'by Comus, nearly if not quite thorough bred' (what had Comus 
been up to?). Saccharina won. More usually, the report said, the contesta~ts for 
the principal prize were wagon horses. The races were followed in the evenmg by 
a ball: 

'at Mr Jenning's, the principal inn' and there were also 'minor dances at 
the lesser houses of public entertainment'14. 

By 1846 the Lancaster Gazette was dismissive of the Warton races. 

'These annual sports took place on Monday ... but really, with every desire to 
preserve to the labouring classes their amusements, we can have no pleasure 
in recording the recurrences, seeing that they one and all end in drunkenness 
and debauchery'15. 
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An unfortunate girl, Margaret Yates, who had gone to the sports to sell or,anges, 
was attacked on her way home, 'beaten up in a savage manner and robbed. She 
was knocked 'insensible' but when the article was written she was getting better16. 

The Lancaster Guardian was less dismissive than the Gazette and a notice in 1852 
shows that the races still kept some sort of formality. Contestants were required 
to put forward a subscription matched to the type of horse: £2 for a horse that 
had never won stakes worth more than £50 and £ 1 for carthorses. A good time 
was to be had by all, finishing up with a quoiting match and wrestling for men 
of all weights17. That however is the last notice found in either paper. 

The Agricultural Year 
Farming ruled the pattern of holidays perhaps even more noticeably than 

the church year. The custom of hiring servants for six months at a time meant 
that twice a year farm hands had the possibility of a break from work. There is 
no reason to suppose that people thought of going away for the holiday (the 
heyday of the sea-side was yet to come, though the movement was beginning as 
the development of Blackpool and Morecambe shows). However the week's 
break would have allowed visits to relatives even at some distance, though all 
one hears of is the drinking and the shows and the stalls available at the fair 
itself. 

Agricultural shows and ploughing matches have been described in a former 
chapter. Quite early in the nineteenth century horticultural shows took their 
place alongside these. Gardening, in the sense of tending cottage gardens where 
~owers grew amongst useful vegetables and herbs, goes much further back in 
tIme, but gardening as big business, with the importation of exotic plants and 
t~e publication of magazines to help the amateur, really took off in the 
nmeteenth century. A column of hints to gardeners was a regular feature of the 
local newspapers. In 1843 the Burton Floral and Horticultural Society staged a 
~how a~ the Royal Oak Inn. It sounds very like a flower show to day, with 
ImpreSSIVe flower arrangements, a miniature garden (with statuary) and prizes 
for the best flowers, fruit and vegetables. The difference was that almost all the 
c~ntestants were either gentry or, more often, their gardeners. Yealand prize 
wmners were Mr James Scott, gardener to Mr Ford of Yealand Manor (for 
fuchsias and salvias), and Mr Helme, gardener to William Waithman, Esq. (for 
potatoes). There was one small entry in the prize list labelled 'Cottagers'. Mr John 
Hargreaves of Kendal won all the prizes18. 

Swimming, boating and skating 

Regattas seem to have been in fashion. All the seaside settlements ran 
'regattas' (though not, it seems, Warton itself whose coast line was perhaps not 
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very suitable). The regatta at Milnthorpe in 1843 can serve as an example. Unlike 
the Burton flower show in the same summer it seems to have been a democratic 
occasion. Only one contestant, J. Reddick, had 'esquire' after his name (a title 
meticulously given to gentlemen in all reports). When the rowing and the sail'ing 
matches were over, thirty young men put their names in for the wrestling 
contest. Then there were foot races and dog races. After that there was a sack race. 
There was 'much mirth' when someone referred to as Royal Tom blacked his face 
and powdered his hair and was conveyed to the starting point in a wheelbarrow. 
Finally everyone went to 'the dancing room where they kept up the dancing till a late 
hour'19. Swimming seems to have been just a question of larking about in some 
convenient stretch of water and only reached the papers when there was an 
accident. Two youths were drowned in 1846 while bathing in the river at Warton 
and there was another drowning in there in 1851; it was always a boy who 
drowned. It seems likely, from reports from elsewhere, that swimming would 
have been in the nude and so dosed to girls. There was skating too, but at what 
level of sophistication is not known. The only reference found suggests 
opportunism. In February 1842: 

'river and canal were hard frozen and skating was extensively enjoyed' 20. 

Presumably this meant that frosts were frequent enough for people to have 
skates, though at that time this did not mean special skating boots, only runners 
made by the blacksmith that could be strapped onto one's ordinary boots. 

Competitive Sport 
Football was played by Archbishop 
Hutton's boys in the seventeenth 
century, though from the description it 
sounds to have been little more than a 
free-for-all up and down Main Street21 • 

No further local references have been 
found until the founding of 
Camforth's Football Club in 187722• It 

. . ... ~.----, ~. 

would have been rugby they played, but it seems to have been customary to use 
the term football, whichever game was played. It is highly probable that some 
form of rough and ready football was played before the founding of Camforth's 
club, since football was an extremely popular sport in the north, but if there 
were informal games they have left no record. The same goes for cricket. 

No immediately local report of it has been found until a match between 
Camforth and Cartmel was reported in 186923. It was certainly played in the 
vicinity. Kirkby Lonsdale had the first meeting ofits Cricket Club in 184024. 
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Wrestling was, of course, long established in Westmorland and Cumberland, 
where a good match could attract many thousands. It had developed rules and a 
vocabulary of its own different from wrestling elsewhere25 . It is to be supposed 
that the wrestling in Warton parish was of this type, but the advertisements in 
the newspapers very reasonably held that readers would know what to expect 
without being told. A match was reported at the Shovel Inn at Warton in 1855. It 
was more than a purely local affair for one of the wrestlers, Peter Moore, came 
from Lancaster and the other, James Hodgson, from Hutton Roof. It was to be 
10r £5 aside' (considerably more than five weeks wages for even a well-paid 
agricultural labourer) and there were lesser prizes for all-corners to compete 
for26 . It is likely that wrestling was a more popular pastime than the relatively 
infrequent notices of matches in the newspapers suggest. It keeps on surfacing as 
part of any amusement that was going on, such as the Warton races and the 
Milnthorpe regatta. Moreover word of mouth may have seemed a more 
appropriate way of letting the interested know. It was not that people could not 
read, as has been said literacy seems to have been high in Lonsdale; the problem 
was rather that, as was noted in the last chapter, newspapers were so costly. 

Racing did not find a permanent local home. There was, it seems, a race 
course down on the marshes at Milnthorpe early in the nineteenth century27, but 
the only horse racing in Warton parish seems to have been the rather less than 
serious races on the sands at the Warton Feast. For more serious racing it was 
necessary to travel elsewhere, and this became increasingly possible with the 
coming of the railways. Already in 1848 there were special trains running from 
Carnforth and Yealand for the Lancaster Races. There was plainly plenty of 
interest, for the local newspapers reported regularly not only on the Lancaster 
races, but on more distant ones too. 

Hunting, Shooting and Poaching 
'If it moves shoot it', was probably still the usual attitude to wild life. It was 

becoming easier too. Older guns had been slow to load, and liable to fail in the 
wet .. By 1821 a new system had been designed, still the basis of to-day's 
c~rtndges, ",-,hereby a copper cap containing fulminate of mercury was hit by the 
tngger, causmg a flash through to the main charge, a mechanism not likely to be 
affected by the weather. 

There is one improbable sounding testimony to early nineteenth century guns: 

'On Tuesday last, a servant belonging to Mr Wilson, farmer of Warton Lane 
Ends, brought down twenty-six curlews at one shot' 28. 

The notice is perhaps more valuable as a testimony to a certain social attitude at 
the time, and that is the casual way in which a servant is said to 'belong' to his 
master. 
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Hunter & Hounds 

There were other attitudes to animals coming in. In 1822 the eccentric Irish 
MP,. Richard Martin ('Humanity Dick') managed to steer an act through 
Parhament which was intended to limit cruelty to cattle, and the act was the 
forerunner of other acts protecting animals. In 1824 the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was founded. Local references to its activities 
have not so far been found. There were, on the other hand, plenty of newspaper 
references to the game laws, game licences and all the ritual of the preservati~n 
of game. Regular reports on the prospects for shooting appeared; for instance, ~n 
1827 there was 'an extraordinary number' of every species of game about29; III 
1 ~33 the birds, 'although small and wild', were abundant30; between these dates 
buds were said to have been scarce in numbers, many having perished during 
the severe weather. In 1809 a licence to shoot game cost £3-3s-0d31 • By October 
1850 ~ame licences had gone up to £4.0.10 for a year. It would have be~~ an 
expensIve sport for a labourer; even supposing a mere labourer had been elIgIble 
to apply for a licence though he was not. Game was strictly for landowners and 
their exclusive rights were protected by fierce game laws; laws which. the local 
gentry took pains to enforce. Nor was there any let up in the strIctness of 
preservation at any time till the end of the nineteenth century, indeed they were 
toughened up. The battle between the preserving gentry and ordinary .people 
who also saw killing game as a sport (as well as a way of feeding the famIly) has 
been described in an earlier chapter. 

Merely owning a gun did not require a licence. Anyone might own a gun 
and go out shooting provided the sportsman was careful what he shot (quite 
apart that is from the man who aimed at a rabbit and unfortunately hit a 
donkey)32. Any creature that counted as game would have to be avoided and it 
would probably have been unwise to take a gun for any purpose on preserved 

220 



land. Two rather sad stories confirm that guns were commonly kept for sport. In 
1859 Henry Erving, the son of the James Erving who has featured so often in this 
book, went out early to shoot rabbits on a neighbour's land. He took a double­
barrelled gun with him and it seems that in loading the second barrel he 
accidentally fired the first barrel. His body was not found for two days33. His 
young wife had recently died and possibly the death was not accidental. 
However a fairly careful examination of the corpse was made and the findings 
were consistent with accident. In any case that is not the point being considered 
here, only that his possession of a gun was not questioned. In 1867 John 
Walling left his home in Silverdale early to shoot ducks. He was found that 
evening, near Gibraltar Farms, dead of a gunshot wound. It was thought he may 
have stumbled while getting over a wall and his gun accidentally went off. At the 
inquest no questions were asked about his possession of a gun 

In the first half of the century a new use for guns that could not in any 
sense contravene the game laws had been found. Pigeons had always been shot 
(and were considered a very tricky target), but these new pigeon shoots were 
different. It was still live pigeons that were shot (clay pigeons did not come in 
till later), but they were captives, specially released to be shot. The first pigeon­
shooting club is said to have met in London at 'The Old Hats Tavern' (so called, it 
is claimed, because hats were used as the traps to hold the pigeons before 
release. In 1835 there was a shoot in Ulverston. The newspaper report makes it 
dear that the pigeons were being deliberately released in this sort of way. Each 
contestant was allowed: 

'three birds at 21 yards from the trap' 34. 

Probably the contest at Carnforth, which also took place in that year, was run on 
the same lines, though we only learn that Mr Gardner and Mr H. Raithmel had a 
contest in which the latter killed seven birds and Mr Gardner only four35. A 
match was held at the Victoria Hotel in Silverdale in 1850. We are told that: 

'there was a fair gathering of the crack shots from the lake neighbourhood' 

and that eight competitors shot at a hundred birds, killing almost all of them. 
The shooting distance was again 21 yards36. 

There are plenty of newspaper notices of hunting for foxes and hares in the 
first half of the century. Unfortunately the notices seldom give more than the 
day and place of the meet and sometimes what was killed. 
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A Hunt in Progress 

It is impossible to tell from these notices at what level of organisation the 
hunt~ took place, how exclusive they were, or indeed what happened at all. Fox 
h untmg seems to have had a certain cachet. There are notices of a Mr Machell 
staying at Leighton Hall before meets as the Lancaster Gazette put it: 

'Mr Machell with his splendid pacl? of fox hounds who have been staying at 
R . Gillow's Esq. at Leighton Hall . .. ' 37, 

Which rather suggests that the hounds were the more important guests. Mr 
t:tachell and his pack of hounds get a number of mentions, but always very brief, 
lIke the notice in 1844: 

'Mr Machell's hounds threw off at Warton on Monday but the fox took to 
earth . . . there was to have been a throw off at Silverdale yesterday, but we 
assume the drenching rain that fell prevented it'38 . 

Harrier hunting for hares is more frequently mentioned. The Lancaster Harriers 
were often reported as meeting in the Carnforth area, though they also hunted 
over a wide area extending down to Condor Mill and Overton. They met from 
November to March, but that is about all the information in the newspapers. 
The notices do not even reveal whether the hunting was on foot, on horseback 
or a mixture of both, nor is the breed of hound mentioned. Why should it be? 
Everyone knew. 
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The early nineteenth century was not squeamish in its amusements but, 
unlike hunting which was almost universally accepted, some of the crueller 
sports were beginning to be considered undesirable by many and were gradually 
made illegal. Badger baiting, dogfights and rat-hunts are not reported in the 
papers, but there is no reason to suppose that the people of Warton, like their 
contemporaries elsewhere, did not enjoy them. Word of mouth was presumably 
found a more suitable way of advertising them. Cock fighting does get a 
mention at the beginning of the nineteenth century. It was then a legal (or at any 
rate widely condoned) sport popular with both high and low society. In 1812 it 
was announced that: 

'a main of cocks will be fought during Lancaster races with prizes of 5 
guineas a battle and 100 guineas the main '39. 

A main was a match between a certain agreed number of cocks, fought out in 
battles between pairs, till the outright winner was found. The cocks were armed 
with sharp metal blades on their spurs, and fights often ended in the death of 
the vanquished. Whether the old cock-fighting ring above the church in Warton 
was in use in the nineteenth century is not known. It had probably, as attitudes 
changed, become rather too public a venue, being plainly visible from the road. 
By 1832 cock fighting was not only definitely illegal, but also heavily frowned 
on. It was reported that two men from Over Kellet were fined £9 for: 

'keeping a barn ... for the purpose of fighting cocks' 

and the article concluded with the hope that: 

'this conviction will operate as a warning to all followers of this brutal and 
demoralising pastime of cock fighting' 40. 

However there were still prosecutions in the 1850s. A labourer of Skerton, John 
~ilson, was accused of allowing cock fighting in his house. Constable Pye spied 
It t?rough a window. John Wilson was fined 5/- plus 14/- costs even though he 
claImed he and his friends were only betting in which cock had the finest 
appearance. And anyway Pye could not have seen in because the 'shut was closed' 
and there was a counterpane over the window as well41 

Entertainments. 

What else was there which might correspond to to-day's multifarious forms 
of public entertainment? One can suppose that the 'well-ta-do' dined in each 
others houses, went in their carriages to the theatres and concerts in Lancaster 
(and many of the great names in theatre including Mrs Sarah Siddons performed 
there). perhaps they went to dances in the Lancaster Assembly Rooms or 
impromptu dances in their own homes. A Mr Winter of Lancaster at least 
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thought it worth while to advertise that he would be opening his dancing 
schools for the season ' in Kirkby Lonsdale as well as in Lancaster4 2 . In 1850 Mr 
Holmes held a juvenile ball at the Shovel Inn at Warton43 . In 1856 Mr Cookson 
gave a juvenile ball for his pupils in Mr Miller's barn in Carnforth (it was August, 
so the barn would have been warm enough one hopes). His pupils gave a 
display of quadrilles, polkas and Spanish, French and Scottish dances. They also 
acquitted themselves well in the hornpipe and: 

'after the close the lads and lasses of Ca171forth and the neighbourhood 
enjoyed themselves to a merry dance until a late hour44. 

I hope I'm not Looking Ridiculous 

What else did people do? They went to the pub is the simple answer, but it 
would be wrong to think of village life as purely alcohol-based. The pubs also 
hosted more serious and sober social events. Unfortunately the notices in the 
newspapers, the only local source of information, are very minimal. The Friendly 
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Societies had their annual dinners; firms gave their employees Christmas 
dinners. Societies for 'mutual improvement' (that very Victorian notion) were 
already meeting, though they did not reach their full flowering round here till 
later in the century. By 1852 Carnforth had a Lyceum Society. It had been 
founded to: 

'promote the moral and social conditions of the young men of Camforth'4s. 

There was a tea party for 150 after the meeting that was held in the schoolroom 
(presumably in the new Camforth elementary school) and the tea was followed 
by singing and recitations. A Miss Butterworth 'officiated' at the Seraphim (a 
portable harmonium). Carnforth's Lyceum was part of a wider movement 
founded by a Manchester businessman. It had the laudable aim of improving 
relationships between the classes. There were many other well-meaning attempts 
to provide uplift and entertainment for the workingman and his wife. They were 
promoted especially by Temperance advocates, but their history, in Warton at 
least, largely belongs to the second half of the century. Or, to be perfectly exact, 
can more easily be traced in the second half since only then are references found 
in the newspapers. In the same way it can probably be concluded that the parish 
teas, bazaars and Sunday school outings so plentifully recorded in later years 
had already begun. At any rate in 1851 Milnthorpe was having its annual 'pic-nic' 
on Beetham Fell, with coffee and currant buns for the children46. 

Special Occasions 
In 1831 the coronation of William IV was being celebrated. The parish of 

Warton: 

'displayed a feeling of affection and loyalty on the occasion' 47. 

72 children belonging to Yealand Sunday School received each a testament, a 
medal and a bun. 120 men and 50 boys from three villages had bread and 
cheese and ale distributed to them48. In Warton 250 children were supplied with 
700 buns and sixty gallons of coffee (It was always coffee the children were 
given, despite the commonly held belief that the English drank only tea). 
perhaps fortunately for them the children did not drink all the coffee supplied, 
for afterwards: 

'as many of the inhabitants as chose, partook of the same refreshments'49. 

The whole affair seems to have been gentry led, with the vicar leading the 
procession, and flags on the big houses. 
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There were celebrations for the christening of the Prince of Wales in 1841. 
At Camforth a subscription was raised by the inhabitants and all the poor were 
supplied with a 'plentiful repast of bread and cheese'. The Sunday School children 
had coffee (as usual) and buns. A search of the papers for 1805 and 1816 has 
not revealed any similar festivities for the victories of Trafalgar and Waterloo, 
except that a Mr Newton sang a special victory song for the latter at Lancaster's 
theatre and the church bells were rungSo. perhaps the dreadful casualty lists that 
accompanied accounts of the battle of Waterloo dampened ardour. 
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Coal (price) 99, 100 
Cock fighting 223 
Cockle gathering 72,74, 183, 196 
Coke ovens 72, 84 
Collinson, Joseph 78 
Collyers, Dorothy 13,40 
Colwall School 147 
Combination Acts 108 
Congregations 145 
Cook, James 13 
Cooper 74,86 
Copper ores 81 
Copper miner 74 
Coppice 57-58 
Cordwainers 77 
Corn Laws 109, 114-116 
Cost ofLiving 67 
Cotestones 36 
County Lunatic Asylum 166,169 
Cove House 19 
Crawford & Balcarres, Earl of 100 
Crayston, Richard 44 
Crewdson, Isaac 154 
Crick (Mrs) 204 
Cringlebarrow 2, 81 
Cross-sands route 89,91 
Cumming. Edward 203 

Dale Grove 46 
Dale House 84, 162 
Dallam 18 
DalIam Tower 48 
Dalton 2 
DaIton, John 60 
Dame Schools 204 
Dances 223-224 
Dawson, Edward 13,81. 95 
Dawson, John 128 
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Dawson, Robert 10,18,27,36,124 
Dean of Carlisle 66 
Dean, Rev Thomas 13,147-149,158,175 
Derby, Earl of 18,22, 109 
Dickinson, Betsy 124 
Dickson, R W 21 
Diligence 91 
Dodsworth, Rev William 150 
Domesday book 2 
Draper 78 
Dressmaker 74,78, 182 
Drownings 91 
Dykes Farm 49 

Easter 215 
Eaves Wood 57 
Education 195-205 
Eglin, Ann 179 
Electoral register 113-114 
Enclosure 31-32 
Entertainments 223-225 
Erving. Henry 221 
Erving. James 147-149,215 
Excise Officer 74 

Farm size 36 
Farm workers 42 
Farming methods & machinery 47 
Farrer, Richard 13 
Farriers 71,75, 163 
Fawcett, Richard 13 
Fiennes, Celia 91 
Fisherman 74 
Flax Dresser 74 
Flax heckling 79 
Flax processing 72, 79 
Fleetwood, H P 13,14,19,21 
Food 191-192 
Ford (familt) 154, 155 
Ford, John 17, 217 
Ford, Mary 87, 179 
Frances, Anne 14 
Franchise 112 
Freeman, John Deane 151 
Friendly Societies 173-175, 224 
Fryer, Agnes 182 
Fryer, Enock 17,30 
Fryer, Mary 183 
Furnishings 187-191 
Furniture 189 
Further Education 207-209 

Gait Barrows 57,59 
Garmick, Michael 44 



Gamett, Tom 13 
Geldart, William 196 
George Ill, King 109 
George IV, King 109 
Gibraltar Farm 14, 19,221 
Gibson, Rev Robert 13, 156-157, 199 
Gilbert's Act 126 
Gillow 189 
Gillow, Elizabeth 15 
Gillow, Richard 13, 15, 17, 18,24,38, 

58,81,86 
Gillow, Richard Thomas 152 
Glasson Dock 96,98 
Golden Ball (Camforth) 92 
Gravel Pits 83 
Great Exhibition (1851) 103 
Greenfield Estate 40 
Gregson, Henry 174 
Gregson, Samuel 82 
Grey, Lord 111 
Gribble, Benjamin 81 
Grisedale Farm 38 
Grocer's Company 147 
Ground Game Act 41 
Guano 51 

Hadwen,Isaac 19 
Hargreaves, John 217 
Harrier Hunting 222 
Harrison, James S 14 

I m Richard 202 Has a , 
Hat factories 72 
Hazelwood Estate 14, 57 
Hazelwood Hall 37 
Health 162-175 
Hell-fire Club 148 
Helm, Robert 13 
Helme, lames 163 
Helrne (Mr) 217 

Hernp 79 
derson, Gilbert 131 

He~derson, WilIiam 152 
He syke_GarstangTrust 92,104,105,121 
Heron syke-Eamont Trust 121 
Heron 
Heywood, I 113 
Hilderstone MosS 22, 24 
Hill House 17, 30, 39, 50, 57 

Hill ToP 37 
HiIlrnan, Anne 83 
Hilton, Anthony 37 
Hiring fairs 43, 44, 64-69, 217 

Hodgson 77 
Hodgson, Albert 85, 151 
Hodgson, George 78 
Hodgson, lames 219 

Hodgson, John & Jenny 151 
Hodgson, Richard 26 
Hodgson, Thomas 13,16,53 
Hodgson, William 10 
Hogarth, William 164 
Hoggarth 17 
Holdsworth, James 154 
Holgate, John 83 
Holidays 212-214 
HolmeBeck 4 
Holme Flax Mill 69, 113 
Holme, John 14 
Homer (Holmere) Tarn 95 
Homby, Edmund 121 
Horticultural shows 217 
Houses 186-187 
Howard, Thomas N 13 
Howitt (Mr) 168 
Hutton 17 
Hutton, Matthew (Archbishop) 127,128,135 
Hutton, Rod 77 
Hutton, RevWilliam 13,60,146,174 
Hyndman, John 150 
Hyndman Trust 151 
Hyning 103 
Hyning House 11,18,39,51,56,57,59 

Infant mortality 194-195 
Inman, Charles 17 
Inman, Michael 17 
Inman, Robert 17,30,31,39,50,57,68,162 
Inman, Thomas 13,17,46,57,59,95,199 
Innkeepers 78 
Inns 213 
Iron ores 81 
Ironworks 72, 106 

lackson, lames 13 
lackson, lohn 14 
lackson, Matthew 13, 54, 57 
lackson, Thomas 13, 48, 54, 56, 124 
Jenkins 77 
Jenkinson, John 13,16,18,26,124,151,155 
Jennings, Elizabeth 14 
Jenny Brown's Point 81 
Johnson, George 78 
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Joiners 71,75 
Jones, William 81 
Justices of the Peace 121-123 
Keer (river) 3,25,94,95 
Keer Bridge Mill 25 
Kellet 17 
Kelsall, Charles 91 
Kendal 5 



Kendal show 50 
Kendall, John 13 
Kendrew, John 79 
Kent (river) 4 
Kew, John 84 
Kew, Thomas 13 

Laing 148 
Lancashire Banking Company 110 
Lancashire Police Force 138-142 
Lancaster 5, 9 
Lancaster & Carlisle Railway Company 13, 26, 
102,105 
Lancaster Grammar School 207,208 
Lancaster & Kendal Canal Company 13 
Lancaster & Preston Junction Railway 105 
Lancaster Railways 102, 104, 138 
Land Improvement: 

Parish arable Land 27-30 
Limestone pasturelands 30-32 

Land reclamation 26-27 
Lawrence, John 128 
Lawson, Jane 155 
Leighton Beck 4, 80 
Leighton Furnace 9, 16,24,72,80-81 
Leighton hall 11, 15, 18,38,58,87, 
12~ 151, 181, 182, 18~ 185,187,222 
Leighton Iron Furnace 4 
Leighton Moss 2, 24, 32, 37, 46 
Leighton Wood 85 
Limestone 82-83 
Lindeth 2,9 
Linden Hill 18 
Linen weaver 74 
Literacy 195 
Living-in servants 73,86, 181 
Local (train) service 103 
Locke, Joseph 101 
Lock-keepers 100 
London & North Western Railway 106 
Longlands Inn 156 
Lonsdale, Earl of 54 
Lucas, John 153 
Lucas, Robert 128 
Lupton, John 125 
Lyceum Society 225 

Machell (Mr) 222 
Magistrates 122 
Mail service 93 
Malthus, Thomas 6 
Maltster Saddler 74,78 
Manglewoman 74,191 
Manlet, Rev Ed 13 
Mansergh Charity 128,208 

231 

Mansergh Farm 44 
Mansergh, Thomas 128 
Manure & Fertilizer 50-51 
Marshall, J D 66-68 
Marton family 82, 162 
Marton, George 18,48,116,125,214 
Mason,Jackson 10,17,124 
Mason, Williams 10, 13 
Masons 71,76-77 
McLane, David P 166 
Melbourne, Lord 113 
Methodism 155-158 
Middleton, Sir george 109, 151 
Midwives 163 
Millhead 188 
Millington, James 84 
Milnthorpe 5,92,95, 100, 102, 103 
Milnthorpe regatta 218 
Mining 81 
Moore, Peter 219 
Morecambe Bay 4 
Morecambe Bay cross-sands route 5 
Morecambe Lodge (Yealand manor) 16, 81, 
87,154,179 
Morland, Richard 78 
Moss Farm 37 
Mounsey, John 13,78 
Mount 77 
Muckalt, Robert 141 
Muckalt, William 141, 142 
Myers Farm 37 
Myerscough 124 

Nail workshops 72 
Newby, Robert 168 
Nicholson, Bishop 91 
Nicholson, Joseph 146 
Nicholson, Robert 157 
Nonconformity 144 
North, Edward 55 
Nurse 74 
Nuttall, Chris 14 
Nuttall, John 14 

Occupations (1800) 4 
Occupations, women (1851) 180 
Oddfellows 174-175 
Old Train Bridge 98 
Oldfield 151 
Oliver, Robert 146 
Overcrowding 185-186 
Owen, Richard 172, 194 

Parish, Vestry 120-121 
Parker, Charles 79 



Parkinson, Rodger 162 
Parliamentary representation 110 
Passenger service 101 
Patten, John W 110, 113, 118 
Paupers 134-135 
Peacock, Ann 17 
Peat 22 
Peel, Sir Robert 113, 115, 118, 136, 145 
Penny post 179 
Peter, David 25 
Pigeon shoots 221 
Ploughing 47-48 
Ploughing matches 48 
Poaching 124-125 
Police 68, 129, 135-142 
Poor Laws 131-135,173 
poor law Unions: 

Caton 132, 133 
Lancaster 133, 134 
Lunesdale 133 

populations: 
Parish 1801 4 
Parish 1851 7 

poverty 126-129 
Preston, Richard 14 
Preston, Roger 54, 154 
private Schools 204 
Proctor, Dorothy & John 151 
publiC Health 168-171 
publiC Health Act 1848 170 

kers 153-155 
Q~:rrying 69,72,81,83 
Q .d< Richard 81 
QUI' 

Railwaymen 104 
Railways 101-106 
Rawlinson, Abraham 16 
R wlinson, Thomas 16, 40 
R:wlinson, William 81 

d Lion Inn (Warton) 78 
::dhead, Christopher 124 

Redhead,Roger.4? 
Registration SOCleues 118 

fi rm Act 111-112,114 
Re 0 
Rennie, lohn 97 
Richardson, Eleanor 179, 182 

Roads 89-96 
Robinson 77 
Robinson, lames 13 
Robinson, Thomas 84 
Robinson, William 77 
Rothwell, Lucy 203 
Rowlandson 79,189 
Royal North Lancs Agricultural Society 50 
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Rush bearing 215 

Saddler 74 
Sanderson, William 11,124 
Sandside 5, 100 
Satterthwaite, Thomas 17 
Scarlet fever 171 
Scott, James 217 
Scott, Jane 182 
Scout Wood 58 
Sea bathing 18, 171 
Sharp, William 18 
Sheep: 

Leicester 55-57 
Warton Crag 55 

Sherlock Charities 128 
Shoemaker 74,77 
Shooting 219-221 
Shopkeepers 78-79,182 
Silverdale & Leighton Mining Company 81 
Silverdale Moss 23 
Silverdale School 201 
Simpson, John 195-197,208-209 
Sizergh Castle 113 
Slater 74 
Slaaughterhouse 78 
Slave trade 9, 17, 116-117 
Slinger's Farm 92 
Smallpox 166-167, 168 
Society of Friends School 199,201,205 
Sport 218 
Spring Field (Camforth) 84 
Standish, Thomas Strickland 11, 31 
Stanley, Lord 110, 113 
Statute labour 94 
Stable, John Hodgson 200, 207 
Stephenson, George 27, 101 
Stephenson, Thomas 157 
Stockdale, lames 27 
Storth 5 
Stout, William 80 
Strickland 82 
Strickland, Thomas 113 
Strickland, Waiter 13 
Sumner, John Bird 151 
Sunday Schools 197,198,199 
Sunderland Point 21 

Tailors 71,74,78 
Taxation 108 
Taylor, Marmaduke 142 
Teachers 182 
Temple, Stephen 118 
Tenancy agreements 40 
Tenant farmers 41 



Tewitfield 5,82,84,98, 124, 141, 156 
Textiles 79-80, 132 
Thompson, Paul 124 
Timber, wood & coppice 57-59 
Tinerington, Edward 141 
Toll House 96 
Tolls 94, 104 
Towneley, George & John 11, 14, 151 
Townson, Robert 203 
Townson, Agnes 13 
Thrang Moss 27 
Threlfall, Anne, John & Lazarns 10 
Towers 77 
Tramway link (Ribble) 98, 100 
Traveller's Rest (Crag bank) 92 
Tuberculosis 171-172 
Turnpike 5,91, 104, 105, 156 

Ulverston & Carnforth Turnpike Road Trust 13, 
104, 105 
Uphall Estate 10, 49 

Vaccination 167 
Vegetable crops 45-46 
Vickers, Simon 124 
Victoria, Queen 113 

Wadeson, Richard 14 
Wages 66-69 
Waithman, Joseph 79, 87 
Waithman, WilIiam 16, 23, 38, 59, 69, 87, 
113,155,207,217 
Walker 17 
Walker, Nancy 68 
WaIlers 71, 77 
Walling, Grace 13 
Walling, J M 50,77,151 
Walling, John 165,221 
Wallpaper 189 
Walsh, John 156 
Warbrick, Thomas 81 
Warton Crag 95 
Warton Feast 215 
Warton Grammar School Trustees 14 
Warton Hall Farm 36 
Warton Manor Court 213 
Warton Races 216-217 
Washerwoman 74 
Washing 190-191 
Washington, Thomas 146, 199 
Water supply 171 
Watson, John 53 
Watson, Rev 13 
Wegber (Wakeburgh) 82,83,98 

233 

Wesley, John 155 
Whallusey, James 125 
Wharton, Michael 151 
Wheelrights 71, 75-76 
Whitbeck 4 
White Moss 22 
Whomby family 39-40 
Whomby, Mary 13, 40 
Whomby, Richard 13, 75 
Whomby, Thomas 14 
Whomby, William 14, 40 
Widow Welch's Female Pills 164 
Wilberforce, William 116 
Wildman, Henry 44 
Wilkinson of Castlehead 26-27 
Will an, Leonard 13, 14 
William IV, King Ill, 112, 183,225 
Wilson, Benjamin B 166 
Wilson, RexCarus 18,19,21 
Wilson, George 48, 113 
Wilson, Robert 49, 75 
Wilson, Samuel 124 
Wilson, Thomas 37, 157 
Wilsons of Dallam 18 
Withers, Robert 201 
Wolf House 19 
Women's work 178-184 
Wood (ash, elm, oak, sycamore) 76 
Woodcutter 74,86 
Woodford, John 137 
Woodward, Captain 141, 142 
Worcester Cathedral 147, 150,203 
Workhouse 126, 128, 132, 134 
Worswick, Alexander 14, 24, 25, 46, 69, 124, 
152 
Worswick, Thomas 14, 16 
Wrestling 219 

Yates, Margaret 217 
Yealand Hall 53, 55 
Yealand Storrs 2 
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