












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































When one considers the distance people had to walk to reach the church
from Silverdale it is no wonder that the argument also brought up the
difficulties of the journey. When the Silverdale inhabitants petitioned the
Worcester chapter for a salary for the curate they wrote:

...for as much as wee are bound up by the sea on the one hand &
Mosses on the other soe that at some times we cannot with
conveniency travell to the Mother Church at Warton beeing in a
very obscure & remote place & consisting of nere Three score
Jamilies amongst which are very many aged & Decrepit people
abounding alsoe (till of late that by the p[ro]curement of the
Vicar of Warton wee had an honest orthodox & painefull
Schoolm” & Curate) with many schismaticks & Quakers...wee
humbly beseech your wor[shi]ps fav[or]ably to...vouchsafe by
some small pension out of the Rectory of Warton to bee yearly
plai]d to our Curate.

It appears that the Chapter increased the vicar’s stipend and required
him to pay £5 to maintain some kind of service at Silverdale ‘to keep out
dissenters from entering upon the said chapel’. Lawson seems to have
grudged this payment and preached himself there once a month. He
claimed the church at Warton was not ‘farre remote...and the way very
goode’, though accepting that the chapel served a purpose for the use of the
elderly and infirm and to keep out dissenters.

In 1692 the Chapter asked the Bishop to arbitrate and he sent James
Fenton, Vicar of Lancaster, to visit and report. He found that the distance
from Warton to Silverdale was four miles and:-

open to all the severity of the weather seawards. In the midst lies
a deep Mosse, where I thought we must have left our horses, &
were once in despair of making our way, till Mr Lawson’s clerk
broke down a hedge, & conducted us thro mens grounds, who
might have indicted us for trespasse. We got with much difficulty
to Silverdale chapel...

Whether or not the inhabitants had taken pains to lead Mr Fenton by the
worst possible route he was, on arrival at the chapel, impressed by their
demeanour. He and his party found thirty of ‘the chiefe ancient Inhabitants’
waiting for them, who expressed a very earnest desire of having constant
prayers at the chapel throughout the year.
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THE SILVERDALE CHAPEL

...since there had been Constant Service there not one in the dale
had turned Quaker, nor had any loitered & played among the
hills on Sundays as their practice had been before, but their
children and the younger sort were very much reclaimed by Mr
Atkinson’s constant cathechising. The more understanding men
feard that (if their chapell was shut up for any time) they would
relapse into their former looseness on the Lord’s-day & a great
part of them be made a prey to the Quakers. In reference to the
vicar & church of Warton they freely owned their subjection &
declard that on every sacram[en]t-day at Warton their chapell
should not be open, but that they would repair with their Curate
to Warton to receive. Mr Atkinson shewd great humility &
respect to Mr Lawson...

Mr Fenton’s recommendation was that a speedy determination be made
of a difference which had raised scandal and ‘great heats’. He stressed the
great distance and the badness of the way and the good done among the
inhabitants by a pious man and the harm that would come if the chapel were
closed. He concluded by saying that ‘The Quakers are pleased with the
difference & stand expecting & wishing it. My Lord I beseech your
Lordship to write to Worcester to satisfy them and obtain the continuance
of the five pounds.” Three years later the dispute about the salary still
grumbled on and Worcester arranged that their agent should pay Atkinson
his £5 direct and deduct it from the vicar’s £80. Lawson continued to urge
his poverty. The death of Lawson in 1710 did not, however, improve
Atkinson’s position. His complaint to Lucas was that in the four years after
Lawson’s death he only received £2-10s-0d in all.® Atkinson was still
alive in 1725, but it was only in 1756 that a curate was licensed to the
augmented chapel.(10)
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HOW IT WAS
Funerals, Feasts and The Church

Saint Oswald’s Church

John Lucas, the historian of Warton parish, gives a detailed description of
St Oswald’s, the Parish Church, as he knew it at the end of the seventeenth
and the beginning of the eighteenth century. The building cannot have
changed much in its general outward appearance since he wrote, or indeed
since the early seventeenth century. Its fabric is largely fifteenth and
sixteenth century with part of the south wall a little earlier. Lucas recorded
that it is dedicated to St. Oswald, King of Northumbria, as it is to-day,
though it seems at some periods to have been given a Holy Trinity
dedication. Oswald’s feast was then observed on the Sunday nearest to
August 1st. Lucas also believed that the name Senset Well for the once
important watering place beyond the east end of Well Lane is a contraction
of Sentussus Well, itself a contraction of St. Oswald’s Well. He gives no
reason for this derivation.()

The Church Building

Lucas describes the church walls as strong and roughcast with lime and
very small, blue pebbles from the seashore, and the roof as entirely covered
with lead. In his time a change of river course had revealed a quarry (of
freestone) near Cotestones at the mouth of the Keer, from which the stone
was believed to have come. Although basically the building was as it is
to-day it must have made a rather different impact on the appearance of the
village for Lucas adds that whenever the roughcast was renewed the church
‘looks very white, so that the Church may be seen Eastward at the distance
of many Miles, though it stands at the Foot of a high Hill>.®

But if the outward appearance has changed little, the interior must be
very different. Lucas tells us that the windows were ‘very proportionate and
agreeable to the exact Cimmetry of the whole Fabrick’ and that they
contained ‘small Fragments of painted Glass which are in everyone of
them, but more especially in the large one at the East End, and yet not one
Figure or Inscription entire or so much of them left that Conjecture can be
made what they have been’.® He would like to see them taken down and
the whole new glazed. No doubt he meant with clear glass, and this indeed
happened. It was in the nineteenth century that changing fashion dictated
their replacement with stained glass.

When he comes to describe the choir he notes that the chancel is
maintained by the impropriators, the Dean and Chapter of Worcester. He
says that before the Reformation no seats were allowed in the church nor:-
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...any different Appartment assigned to any distinct Person; (the
Patron only excepted, who was admitted within the Bars or
Partitions of the Chancel..and there the Farmer of the
Impropriate Tithes of this Parish has his seat to this Day), but the
whole of the Body of the Church was Common, the whole
Assembly in the more becoming Postures of Kneeling or
Standing were promiscuous and intermixed. I suppose this
Church was furnished with Seats soon after it had been divested
of it’s superstitious Ornaments: for on a Pew near the little South
Door the following Characters are very neatly cut in the Wood,
LB. 1571, which Pew when I was a Boy was possessed by James
Backhouse of Borwick and is still by the same Family. The Seats
for the Men (a few Pews excepted) have only a Board or Plank at
the Back, but those for the Women are but one single Plank
without anything at the Back, and are therefore certainly the
properest Sort to prevent Lolling or other indecent Postures in
the Church.(¥)

Clearly segregation of the sexes was practised. Both the local magnates,
Middleton and Bindloss, had large private pews. The rood loft remained,
but in poor condition with its paintings largely defaced. In many churches
no font survived the Commonwealth period, so Warton is typical in having
a font dated 1661, though the font itself seems to be much more ancient and
to have been refurbished then. Lucas’s description of the altar arrangements
is as follows:-

In the time of our happy Reformation King Eaw.VI appointed
that one decent Table should be provided for every Parish to be
set in the Body of the Church, where they remained until
Archbishop Laud’s time when it was removed to the east end of
the Choir and enclosed with Rails, but the factious Party soon
after prevailing they broke the Rails down and levelled the place
with the rest of the Church, at the Restoration 1660 the Altar
Table was set in its place again, and the Rails set up within my
remembrance.

The Communion Table in this Church stands upon an
Eminence (ascended by three Steps) that takes up the entire
Breadth of the Quire, and was secured according to ancient
Custom from the rude Approach of Dogs &c. by decent Rails and
Banisters about the year 1699. It is covered wth green cloth, and
at the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist with fine linen...(%)

Washington family

Lucas records the existence of the Arms of Washington ‘(Arg. 2 Bars
Gul. in Chief 3 Mullets of the 2d.) well cut in the Stone, with a Crescent for
Difference, which is a plain Indication that this Family, ancient and yet
credible in the Town...have been large Contributors towards the Building
of this Fabrick’.(® It is interesting in these days when this object, now
placed in the interior of the tower, is a place of pilgrimage for citizens of the
United States of America, that Lucas wrote this before the birth of the first
President of the USA.
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Bells

Lucas records that there were three bells, one dated 1578, and notes that
they were rung every Sunday morning at seven o’clock to give parishioners
notice to prepare themselves by prayer for ‘the Publick Offices of the
Church’. The largest was tolled at the death of a Parishioner.()

One can assume that, except when the church formed part of a
Presbyterian classis in the Interregnum, the services followed the Book of
Common Prayer exactly and that on Sunday morning there was Morning
Prayer, followed by the Litany, followed by the first part of the Communion
Service. The sacrament would be celebrated only a few times a year. There
was no organ in Lucas’s time, but a tradition that there had been one led
him to suggest that it had been destroyed along with the Rood, images,
paintings etc. ¢.1570. There would probably be a group of instrumentalists
and the metrical psalms were probably precented by the Parish Clerk who,
at the time Lucas wrote, doubled as usher at the Free School.

Saint Oswald’s Feast day
One day was naturally important, the Feast Day of the patron saint.

...the Feast of the Dedication...is now annually observed on the
Sunday nearest to the first Day of August: and the vain Custom of
Dancing, excessive Drinking &c. on that Day being, many years
since, laid aside, the Inhabitants and Strangers spend that Day in
duely attending the Service of the Church and making good
Cheer, within the Rules of Sobriety, in private Houses, and the
next in several Kinds of Diversions...(8)
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FUNERALS, FEASTS AND THE CHURCH

Two of the activities of the church are described by Lucas. The first is
rush-bearing in connection with the feast of dedication: on that day there
was:-

...usually a Rush-bearing, which is on this Manner. They cut
hard Rushes from the Marsh, which they make up into long
Bundles, and then dress them in fine Linen, Silk, Ribbands,
Flowers &c. Afterwards the Young Women of the Village which
performs the Ceremony that Year, take up the Burdens erect
upon their Heads, and begin the Procession...which is attended
not only with Multitudes of People, but with Musick, Drums,
Ringing of Bells, and all other Demonstrations of Joy they are
able to express. When they arrive at the Church, they go in at the
West End (the only publick use that ever I saw that door put to),
and setting down their Burdens in the Church, strip them of their
Ornaments, and strow the Rushes in the Seats leaving the Heads
or Crowns of them deck’d with Flowers, cut Paper,&c. in some
Part of the Church, generally over the Cancelli. Then the
Company return to the Town from whence they came, and
chearfully partake of a plentifull Collation provided for that
Purpose; and spend the remaining Part of the Day and
Jfrequently a great Part of the Night also, in Dancing (if the
Weather permits) about a May-Pole, adorned with Greens,
Flowers &c. or else in some other convenient place.®)

Funeral customs

The second activity described by Lucas is the observance of funerals.(19
First he mentions the great entertainment of all who come to a funeral.

The Heir of the Deceased plentifully furnishes One, two or more
Tables, according to his Ability, of which the whole Company
partake, every one according to his liking. And afterwards there
is distributed to every one a Penny Wheaten loaf, and a large
Shive of Cheese (which they take away with them) and also a
Drink of Ale. If the Heir be poor he has no Feast, and I think I
have heard that of late Years, some have omitted the Cheese.

But ‘the whole company’ definitely did not include everyone in the
parish for Lucas goes on to say:-

Nor, while the Guests are thus feasted, are the Poor forgotten,
but that all that come (and great Numbers | have seen upon this
Occasion, many whereof would rather go 7 or 8 Miles to a
Penny-Dole, than earn Six Pence in the Time by a more laudable
Industry) are put into some large Barn or Yard, and as they come
out receive every one a Penny or more according to the Charity
or Circumstances of the Giver...

In a further slightly inconsistent account of funerals, Lucas suggests
another mode of dividing up the guests. The clerk, he says, gave notice that:-
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..the Friends and Relations are desired to go to the Alehouse in
the Town (which he names) and the Neighbours and
Acquaintance to another, where every one has a Penny Loaf &
Ale allowed, according to the Ability of the Deceased,; and this
they call an Arval.(1)

The word Arval is a borrowing from the Norse according to the Oxford
English Dictionary, and comes from words meaning ‘inheritance’ and ‘ale’,
that is to say a Funeral Feast. The use of the words ‘Arval’and ‘arval bread’
are not peculiar to Warton but were widely used in the north.(12 William
Stout who, among other activities, kept a grocer’s shop in Lancaster
recorded in his autobiography that:-

At this time [1693] we sould much cheese to funeralls in the
country from therty to one hundred pound weight as the deceased
was of ability, which was shived into 2 or 3 [slices] in the pound,
and one, with a penny manchet, given to all the attendants.(13)

Lucas tells how, when the funeral party arrives, they enter by the gate on
the north side of the Church, go round the east end and carry the corpse
beyond a thorn bush, where formerly a yew tree stood and then enter by the
porch.(1) The corpse is then placed in the choir while the vicar reads the
funeral office ‘...and if the Deceased was the Master of a Family, and of
Moderate Circumstances, he usually preaches a Funeral Sermon’. After the
service ‘Relations and dear Friends’ carry the dead to the grave and there
‘throw in the laurels, Rosemary &c. they have in their Hands’, evergreens
being, Lucas says, ‘an emblem of the Soul’s Immortality, and the
Resurrection of the Body’. He also comments on a change in customs that
had taken place in his life time.

... Most of the Householders of this Parish were furnished with a

finely wrought Coverlet which was used to be thrown over the
Bier, when the Corps of any of the Family was carried to the
Church, but of late they, the richer Sort especially, have made
use of a black Pall...(1

The Bride’s Chair and Harvest Customs

Lucas has other stories of village amusements, shooting at the butts on
the crag, cock-fighting, bonfires on midsummer’s day, merriment at
weddings including, for brides from Silverdale and Lindeth the ceremony
of sitting on ‘the Bride Chair’ on the way back from church. It was, and is,
a worn stone overlooking Morecambe Bay by Barrow Scout, but Lucas
does not even hazard a guess as to the origin and meaning of this custom.(16)
His fullest description is of the Harvest festivities.(1” He allows that the
custom is wide spread but gives a particular description of it as he knew it
in Carnforth. First he describes how the work was got through:-
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In this part of the Country each Village commonly hires a
Fiddler which, during the Time of Harvest, goes from one Field
to another, and plays to the Reapers: at which Times I have seen
the young People whose Backs had been bowed down with hard
Labour, in the hot Sun for several Hours, dance as briskly in the
Stubble as if they had been on a Theatre; and then their Strength
being renew’d by the Muscles of their Bodies having been put
into different Motions, and their spirits revived by the Harmony
of the Musick, fall to their Labour again with redoubled Vigour
and Activity...

Then he describes the actual Harvest Home:-

When Harvest is over they have a Merry Night as they call it,
against which each Family of the better sort contributes, some
Time before, it’s Quota of Malt, which is brewed into Ale, of
which, and of a plentifull Entertainment provided at the joynt
Expences of the Masters of Families, the whole Village are
Partakers. The Old People after Supper smoak their Pipes, and
with great Pleasure & Delight behold the younger spending the
Evening in Singing, Dancing, &c....the Youth of this Town, upon
this Occasion, usually dance sub dio (if the weather permits) on
the lower Part of a little Hill near Hellbank.

The Hellbank was in Carnforth and, Lucas says, was ‘...about the
middle of the town near the Meeting of Four Wayes...’. Since the
seventeenth century town lay along North Road one possible site is outside
the Shovel Inn (or an older inn on the site, since the present building only
dates from 1750), a convenient place for the old people to sit. The touch
about the weather is pleasing, because otherwise the whole account is
almost too idyllic.

Gambling

Elsewhere Lucas speaks of those ‘the younger sort especially’ who
engage in ‘idle sports and pastimes’.(!8) One would like to know more about
these. Judging by the number of ‘hubbleshows’, that is commotions or
hubbubs, for which the inhabitants were fined by the Manor Court,
drinking was one of the amusements. There is one mention, in Warton
Manor Court records of unlawful games for money ‘quit-shotes, lightinges
or bybeites’,(19 but no description of how these were played.

Pipers and Actors

Two other tiny facts are known about amusements in Warton, or
perhaps one and a half facts. The parish seems to have had, at one time, its
own piper. At any rate in 1593 ‘John Johnson pip[er]’ and his wife were
fined by Warton Manor Court for slander and ‘flyting’, that is disputing.(20)
Secondly on January 2nd 1676 Leighton Hall paid out five shillings ‘to the
Actors for the play’.@) Strolling players from outside? Or, since it was
within the twelve days of Christmas, mummers from the village come to
entertain the household? Who knows?
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Making One’s Mark

Archbishop Hutton’s School

There had been a Grammar School in Warton since the end of the
sixteenth century. It was founded in 1594 by Matthew Hutton of Priest
Hutton, after he became Bishop of Durham. By the next year, when he
obtained a formal charter for the school from Queen Elizabeth, he had
become Archbishop of York, whence the present title of Warton’s school,
‘Archbishop Hutton’s School’. Hutton had himself climbed up the
educational ladder() but, though one may guess at the influence this had on
him, there is only the wording of the charter as guide to his actual motives
in founding a school in the parish of his birth. The charter says that he
‘greatly desires to erect and found a certain free school and hospital or alms
house in the town of Warton...in the parish of which town the same
Archbishop was born, to the glory of God, the promotion of good learning
and the support and relief of the poor’.2)

Whatever his motives, Archbishop Hutton was following a trend of the
time. ‘Few periods of English History can boast such a conspicuous
enthusiasm for the benefits of education’.(® There was increased provision
for education at all levels from the Universities and the Inns of Court down
to ‘petty schools’ set up in villages and towns by single teachers. Grammar
Schools were founded in many places as part of this movement.
Archbishop Hutton made himself responsible for a salary of £20 p.a. for the
school master and of £6-13s-4d for an usher, which was reasonably
generous by contemporary standards. They were to be ‘prudent and honest
persons’, but what they were to teach, and to whom, can only be inferred
from what is known of other contemporary schools. Queen Elizabeth’s
Charter gave the Archbishop power to make ‘suitable and beneficial
statutes’, but if he did they have not survived. There were to be six
governors responsible both for the school and for the alms house, the
Hospital of Jesus, that went with it. Hutton made specific arrangements in
his will for the endowment of the school to be continued by his heirs.

Early Problems

At least twice in the seventeenth century these arrangements faltered,
though only briefly. In 1637, because no Governors had been appointed for
an unspecified length of time, the Archbishop’s grandson, another Matthew
Hutton, appointed five gentlemen from the locality together with the
incumbent of Warton to be the six Governors. The allowance was to be
continued and he and his heirs were to have the nomination of the Governors,
the Master, the Usher, the Warden of the Almshouse and also of the poor
people admitted to the latter. Governors were allowed to make rules, but only
‘with the advisement and consent’ of the Archbishop of York.(4
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It was probably during this turmoil that a regrettable incident took place.
William Curwen, an apparently self-styled curate in Bolton-le-Sands, who
had already been in trouble there, had an adulterous meeting with a beggar
woman in Warton schoolhouse. The woman later bore a child.®)

Sometime thereafter another hiatus occurred. The inhabitants of Warton
had to petition the heir again. Mr Curwen, the Master who had been
appointed in the 1637 crisis (presumably no connection of the adulterous
William Curwen) had moved on to another preferment, two of the
governors were dead and one had moved elsewhere. Moreover ‘the
revenues belonginge to the Free schole and hospitall are not disposed of
accordinge to theire firste and full intentions, as evidently may be made to
appeare, but converted to private and sinister uses’.(9) After that the Huttons
continued to pay the allowance to Master and usher throughout the century,
even in the Commonwealth years when, as royalists, they had to compound
for their sequestered estate.() Fortunately, Parliament had decreed that
money paid out for charitable and educational purposes was to be respected
when estates were sequestered.

The Curriculum

Lucas gives a description of the school building as it was when he was a
pupil there at the end of the seventeenth century.® It stood just above the
town on the side of the crag and was approached up some broken stone
steps. Above the entry was an inscription cut in stone Anno Domi 1594 Deo
et bonis literis Matt: Hutton Epvs: Dvnelm [In the year of our Lord 1594.
To God and geod learning. Matthew Hutton Bishop of Durham ]. The stone
still exists having followed the school through its various homes to its
present site in Back Lane where, at the time of writing, the stone awaits
funds to allow it to be displayed. The floor of the school house was
‘overlaid with oaken Boards’. One end of the building, which Lucas refers
to as ‘the usher’s end’, was single storied and open to the roofbeams. The
other end had a second story consisting of two ‘chambers’, one ‘neatly
plastered and has a chimney in it’. Beside them was the library. Over the door
at the foot of the stairway was a Greek mscnptmn on the plaster, but it was
already too worn in Lucas’s time to _z be read.
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Warton schoolhouse
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An inscription in Greek served to mark the school’s status. From its
foundation it was rated as a Grammar School. Almost certainly some
degree of literacy was needed as a prerequisite to admission. Grammar
schools were founded to teach Latin and Greek rather than basic reading
and writing. Some did take in younger children to teach them reading,
though often charging for this instruction. At St Bees, for instance, it was
the Usher’s job, according to the statutes, ‘to teach children to read and
write English and to say by heart the catechism in English...”® It might be
thought that the invaluable Lucas, having been himself a pupil at the
school, would offer some enlightenment on what was the practice at
Warton, but though he gives lively descriptions of the boys’ amusements he
does not mention lessons. It is perhaps of relevance that when Archbishop
Hutton’s School was re-opened in 1833, after the foundation had been
allowed to lapse for some years, it was laid down that no child was to be
admitted till competent ‘to read in a Common Spelling Book’ and spell
words of two syllables.(10)

The Teaching of Writing

At the upper levels one may assume that Latin and Greek were taught.
William Stout, a pupil at the nearby Heversham Grammar School, was
fourteen in 1679 and by that time had ‘made some progress in the Lattin
there, and was entring into the Greek grammar...’(1) What else might have
been taught is not known. Science did not really enter into the curriculum
of grammar schools. Arithmetic might be taught. A school in Chigwell,
Essex, appointed a second master who was to be ‘skilful in cyphering and
casting of accounts and teach his scholars the same faculty...’(? William
Stout, the same who by fourteen was learning Greek, had to be sent to ‘a
scrivener’ after he left school to learn ‘to arethmatick’.(13)

Writing was taught separately from reading, and only after reading had
been mastered. It often had to be paid for separately. William Stout finishes
the above description of his schooling by saying ‘...and the writing master
coming...mostly in winter, wee got what writing we had in winter’. At the
beginning of the eighteenth century the teaching of writing in Warton
Grammar School seems to have been considered inadequate. In 1718 James
Jackson, Churchwarden, made complaint to the consistory court that a
certain John Harris was teaching scholars to write in the church ‘without
any lawfull Authority to the great prejudice of the Seats of the sd church
which are often pulled up to make writing tables...’(14)

The Cost of Education

The effect of the school on the general level of literacy in the parish is
even harder to gauge. Judging by information from elsewhere only a
minority of children would have attended school at all. It was not
necessarily the fee which kept children out, for it was a ‘Free School’. It has
been argued that this meant it was exempt from ecclesiastical control rather

187

TAVIN S.HNO DNITVIA



MAKING ONE’S MARK

than non-fee-paying, but the latter is perhaps the more usually accepted
meaning. There were some customary payments to the schoolmaster to be
made, but these were not compulsory. Every Shrove Tuesday, on the
occasion of the annual cock-fight, there were gifts to the master called
‘Cock-pennies’. The pupils paid ‘every one according to the Ability or
Generosity of their Parents’. There were also ‘Nicholas Pennies’ to be paid
on the day school broke up for Christmas.(15)

There were however many hidden costs. There was the question of
keep. Lucas says:-

The Boys which come to this School out of the circumjacent
villages bring their Victuals along with them every Morning; and
at Noon (either in the School, or on some scar on the Crag in
Summer, or by a good Fire in some of the Townsmen’s Houses in
Winter) do cheerfully feed thereon...(16)

It would all have added to the cost. Boarding out would have been even
more prohibitive. William Stout’s parents had to pay the considerable sum
of £4 a year to board him in Heversham.(!”) Most financially deterrent of all
would have been the loss of children’s earning power and the help they
could give with work at home. Children’s work has been discussed earlier
(Chapter 12), but it is of interest that even comparatively well-to-do
children were kept off school when they were needed on the farm. William
Stout gave this account of his interrupted schooling.

As we attained to the age of ten or twelve years, we were very
much taken off the schoole, espetialy in the spring and summer
season, plow time, turfe time and harvest, in looking after sheep,
helping at plough, goeing to the moss with carts, making hay and
shearing in harvest...so that we made smal progress in Latin, for
what we got in winter we forgot in summer...(19

Yet William Stout says that his parents were very careful to get him
learning. It seems probable that many less careful parents, even among
those who could have afforded to send their children to school, simply did
not do so. It was a natural problem in a rural school. Even after education
became compulsory in the nineteenth century the log-book of Archbishop
Hutton’s school contains complaints of children kept off for hay-making or
for hoeing turnips.(19 Grammar Schools were often founded with the poor
in mind, but even in the sixteenth century they were being taken over by the
better-to-do. Moreover it went without saying at the time that half the
children of the parish would not be attending. Archbishop Hutton’s
foundation was for boys only. Girls were not admitted until 1836.2%
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Almost nothing is known of what other possibilities for learning there
might have been. It would certainly have been difficult for children from
‘the circumjacent villages’, to use Lucas’s phrase, to trek each day to the
school which might be over four miles away. There is one suggestion that
local arrangements may have been made. In the 1680s, when the inhabi-
tants of Silverdale were petitioning for payment for their curate, they
described him as ‘an honest orthodox schoolmaster’.2D
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Literacy

It is always difficult to know how literate a given community was in
the past. The usual method is to examine contemporary documents and see
how many of the signatories could sign their name and how many made
their mark. It is true that, to speak strictly, the ability to sign a name is proof
of no more than exactly that. However signing probably has some
correlation with ability to read, certainly in the seventeenth century when
writing was taught after reading. Such studies as have been done suggest
that literacy was increasing over the seventeenth century. For instance, of
the men who made depositions for the Northern Circuit 65 per cent made
their mark in 1640, but only 41 per cent in 1690. The figures for women are
93 per cent in 1640 and 86 per cent in 1690.(32 Literacy levels tended to be
lower in the countryside than in towns, though rural parishes could vary
enormously among themselves.(23)
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MAKING ONE’S MARK

Research for Warton still needs to be done and it is possible that the
evidence simply does not exist. A very rough estimate of the change in
ability to sign a name over the century can be made for Warton township
from the Manor Court records. Some, but by no means all, of the records
have the signatures or marks of the jurymen appended. In each year
between 1608 and 1613 in which such lists of signatures appear well over
half the jurors made their mark rather than signing. In fact the average for
all the lists was 82 per cent not signing. (In three cases the ‘mark’ made was
the man’s initials.) In each year between 1668-1677 in which lists appear
less than half the jurors were unable to sign. Over this later period the
average number having to make a mark was only 33 per cent. The
proportion of those unable to sign is less than in the quoted work of
Houston, but one cannot conclude that Warton was particularly
well-educated. Jurors might well be among the better educated men in the
manor, whereas men making depositions for a court would come from all
walks of life.

Even if only some inhabitants could read it must have helped spread the
idea that the written word had something to say and have opened up
possibilities and broken down boundaries which had hitherto tied village
ideas to very local matters. The increasing desire of people, after the
Reformation, to be able to read the Bible for themselves is often instanced
as one of the causes of increasing literacy over the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. It is not to be forgotten, however, that there was
much other reading matter appearing, some of it learned, much of more
popular appeal. There were the ‘almanacs’ which appeared each year.
These were more than calendars, they gave information on a great variety of
matters, including sensational news, scientific and historical facts,
astrological predictions, information on fairs and roads etc. By the 1660s
some 400,000 were being sold each year ‘enough to provide a copy each to
two-fifths of the households in the kingdom’.(29

Books in Warton Parish

There were books to be had in and about Warton. James Backhouse of
Kirkby Lonsdale, who has been mentioned in an earlier chapter as a general
dealer in clothes and grocery, also had a fair stock of books. In the
inventory drawn up of his possessions in 1578 there were various
psalm-books and bibles, fourteen or more untitled books, as well as
‘Esopes fabulls’, Tullyes Offices, ‘Catoes and an Englishe boocke’,
‘Terrencis Dyalogues’, ‘Virgills’, as well as accidences, grammars, primers
and Puriles (sc. elementary reading books) and ABsis (ABCs). There were
also a score of pairs of pens and ink-horns and a ream of paper.?5 (These
holdings raise the question, of course, of what, educationally, was going on
in Kirkby Lonsdale at that period.)
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Christopher Harrison of Abbot Hall, as well as dealing in a big way in
knitted stockings (see Chapter 7) had a number of books. It seems to have
been a more serious collection than Backhouse’s. It included, apart from
bibles, prayer-books, anonymous treatises and testaments, such titles as
Smith’s Sermons, Napier on the Revelation, ‘Baker’s Lectures’, Dod upon
the Commandments, Brunston’s Treatisse, John Dennistons worke, Gifford
upon the Revelation, Commentaries on the Proverbbes, Satanns Sophistries
and a book on husbandry.(26)

There are two wills from Warton parish itself which refer to sizeable
collections of books. The first is that of Anthony Bugg, vicar of Warton
from 1613 to 1632. His book list is of such interest in connection with
religious beliefs in the parish that it is dealt with in more detail in Appendix
3. Francis Jackson, a later vicar who died in 1670, left books to the value of
£6-13s-4d, but no titles are given. It is only known that he left a further £2
worth of ‘mathematical books’ and instruments. He had been a
schoolmaster in Kirkby Lonsdale before being appointed to Warton as vicar.

There are also books in the will of Francis Jackson’s father, Richard
Jackson. He was the rector of Whittington (about eight miles from
Warton), and outlived his son by ten years, dying in 1680. He was the son
of a rich mercer and seems to have had a very large family, three sons and
three daughters by his second marriage and an unknown number by his
first. It is possible, though, that his penultimate daughter Vigessima
(‘Twentieth’), who married the next vicar, may have been named after a
church date rather than the number of his children. He is known to have
been a member of the presbyterian classis in 1646 27), but in the absence of
any titles in his inventory it is not possible to know if his library reflected
his religious opinion. His will contains the following bequest.

I give unto my Sonne Leonard Jackson all my Library of Bookes
whatsoever as well printed Bookes as Manuscripts wlhiJch are
in my Studie, desireing hee will keep them for his owne onely use
and not part w[ijth them to any, for they are all of them precious
and profitable Bookes,; And I give him alsoe the Deske w[i]th the
Seaven boxes in it, whi]ch lyeth on my Study Table, it was made
in the yeare of our Lord 1604 as is Engraven upon it and the Key
thereof w[hi]ch is upon the Ring I keep in my pockett, (haveing
other Keyes and my Signet Seale hanging w[i]th it)?8).

The library is valued at £40 in the inventory. Jackson seems to have
been something of an antiquary for he enumerated various coins he had; a
Roman penny of Tiberius, another of Vespasian, and coins of Edward VI,
Elizabeth, King Charles ‘with this Inscription for ye protestant Religion ye
privilege of parliament, and ye Libertie of ye Subject, with this Motto in
Ring or Edges of it (viz) Exurgat Deus et disipentur Inimici’; and a Crown
penny of the King of Sweden and a silver one of the city of Ments [Mainz?].
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MAKING ONE’S MARK

The Bible

There is no other surviving will from Warton parish itself which could
indicate that anyone else aspired to this sort of learning. There were,
however, a fair number of people who had one or two books. Even in the
first half of the century 6 per cent of inventories mention books. By the
second half the figure had risen to 14 per cent. Even that may be an
underestimate since there are wills which mention books though none are
listed in the relevant inventory. Just over half of these entries specify a
bible, either alone or with ‘other books’, but only one title of a book is
given. It was a ‘great book’ called The Mirror or Looking Glass for Saints
and Sinners which John Bayleman of Yealand Redmayne left in his will in
1696. More ephemeral reading matter, such as almanacs, news-sheets and
popular ballads may have been known in Warton parish, but none appear in
the inventories, and only one mention has been found in any other source.
In December 1675, Dame Anne Middleton of Leighton Hall paid out
sixpence for ‘an almanacke’,?% a cost which would have made most people
in the parish think twice. As well as these privately owned books the library
at the Grammar School was ‘furnished with a good Store of Classick
Authors (if not imbezled) for the Use of the Masters and Scholars’.39 One
would like to know who the remark ‘if not imbezled’ was aimed at.
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HOW IT WAS
Postscript

Research is a continuous process and, in finding the answer to one problem,
several related questions are brought to mind, the answers to which may
then throw doubt on the original conclusion. There is a temptation to go on
and on in search of an impossible completeness. There came a point when
the group of Mourholme Society members who wrote these chapters felt
they must try for publication however many gaps were left. If not there was
a danger that their work, and moreover the work of those who had gone
before, might merely remain as an archive gathering dust.

As it is we hope that the book, with all its gaps, may stimulate others to
carry on the work. There are plenty of as yet untapped sources in record
offices and elsewhere. For example the Mourholme Society archives contain
a photocopy of the complete Warton Manor Court Book. It covers the
period from 1688 to the present century, is a mine of information and, since
the original is in private hands is not otherwise easily available.

Then too, though we have striven to avoid the trap, there is the danger
common to all local historians of being so carried away by the interest of
their chosen subject -that the wider setting, both in place and time is
underplayed. More work is needed on such points as how far Warton’s
relatively sheltered position in a deteriorating climate differentiated it
significantly from neighbouring parishes. Was it unusual in having so many
sheep? Were the tenants who fought for their rights in touch with those
engaged in a similar battle near-by or did they fight alone? What went
before and after our arbitrarily chosen beginning and end points?

And, moving away from written sources, there has only been a
beginning in field-work and the possibilities here are great; surveys of
existing buildings such as the farm buildings so rapidly being
disguised as dwelling houses; field-patterns, g
surviving field-walls, and abandoned sites
such as the now lost mills of the parish.

The Mourholme Society already has 425
its eyes on the nineteenth century, =
another arbitrarily chosen period, .~~
but the field is wide.

ERSEY
G
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HOW IT WAS
Wills and Inventories

In the course of preparing this book much recourse was had to the wills
drawn up by the inhabitants of Warton parish in the seventeenth century.
Wills had long been made by members of the upper stratum of society, but
from about the middle of the sixteenth century they began also to be made
by farmers and better to-do craftsmen.

After the testator died an inventory, a list of personal goods, credits and
debts was compiled, under oath, by friends and neighbours - the Appraisers
as they were called. The inventory was a central part of proving the will and
so had to be drawn up.

Inventories have been found a most valuable source of information to
the local historian, but they must be used with caution and with knowledge
of how they were drawn up. They include much detail of household and
farm goods, tools and material of industry, stores of food, crops (gathered
in or still standing in the field) and personal possessions such as clothes and
ornaments. They did not include land, whether freehold or copyhold, or the
dwelling house, outhouses and barns etc.

The pitfalls in using inventories as evidence have been well summarised
by Dr J.D. Marshall.() In particular, as he points out, wills and inventories
cover only a part of the male population of any district. (Wills of women
are comparatively rare for, though spinsters and widows had testamentary
capacity, wives did not.) It is probable that, in general, fewer than 40 per
cent of the adult male population, and sometimes far less will have
traceable death records of this kind. It is usually assumed, moreover, that
the 40 per cent who made wills, and so had inventories made of their goods,
contained a statistically biased proportion of the better to-do. Why after all
go to the trouble and expense of proving a will unless there was property to
be argued over?

Until 1852 wills were proved, and administration granted, in the Church
courts; for Warton parish this meant primarily the Archdeaconry of
Richmond. These wills are now kept in the Lancashire Record Office at
Preston. Two hundred and twenty two wills made by the inhabitants of
Warton parish between 1600 and 1699 were studied along with 157
inventories (not all wills had a surviving inventory attached and,
contrariwise, some inventories were without wills). There are known to be
also a further nine wills proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury and
three proved at York. These have not been studied.
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It seems that somewhere over the centuries there has been a
considerable loss of death documents. Gaps of two years with no wills or
inventories occur, and it may be that genuinely no-one of the ‘will-making
classes’ died in those years, but there is a suspicious gap of six years
between 1655 and 1660 during which no wills and no inventories have
been traced for anyone in the parish. In the small township of Borwick
nothing at all has survived from 1638 till 1670, and for Priest Hutton only
one inventory between 1642 and 1661. For the biggest township of all,
Warton itself, there is only one inventory and two wills for the years
between 1651 and 1669.

As some sort of check on what proportion of people made wills another
line of approach has been taken. The recorded names of jurors in the
Warton Manor Court Book between 1607 and 1613 were matched against
wills and inventories. There are 34 names of jurors, but for only eight of the
names can an inventory be found, and for three more a will alone (and this
is on the generous assumption that any man of the same name dying within
the next fifty years was identical with the juror). This means that at the most
a third of the jurors have left surviving wills and for only a quarter are there
surviving inventories. Yet these jurors are the very men one would suppose
most likely to have made wills being, on the whole, men of standing in the
community. To know just how serious the gaps in documentation are, one
would need to find out, at the very least, how exceptional Warton was in its
loss of death records among the seven townships of the parish.

Throughout the book an attempt has been made to work always within the
limits of the evidence; to accept that the information is incomplete and to
acknowledge that the poor are under-represented. Nevertheless the inventories
supply much qualitative information and can, cautiously, be used to draw
quantitative conclusions.

Incidentally, here and throughout the book, no attempt has been made to
convert the prices given in the inventories into modern terms. It would be
an enterprise beyond the scope of a very local history like this because of
the vast changes both in the purchasing power of a pound and in the relative
cost of different goods. Seventeenth century prices have therefore been
given unchanged. Fortunately still older coins, groats, nobles etc. were not
used in the inventories so it has been possible merely to assume that readers
know that, till 1970, there were twenty shillings in a pound and twelve
pence in a shilling. And incidentally that the sign for a shilling was ‘s’ and
for a penny ‘d’.
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HOW IT WAS
The Hearth Tax

In 1662 an Act of Parliament allowed the raising of money by a tax of
two shillings a year on every hearth. It was a much disliked tax and was
discontinued after 1689. The records engendered by the collection of the
tax during the years it was in force have been of considerable value to local
historians. In order to collect the tax it had been necessary to know how
many hearths there were in the kingdom. Parish constables were given the
task of drawing up lists of hearths. These lists were, basically, to contain
the names of every householder and how many hearths he had. Certain
categories of people were exempt, most noticeably on the grounds of
poverty. The result, from the point of view of the historian, was some very
useful statistics in the form of lists giving the names of all householders and
the number of hearths in every town, village, hamlet and settlement. Just as
importantly the lists provided the names of those thought by their
contemporaries to be in a state of poverty.

The lists would be of greater value if it were not for some inherent
weaknesses in the method of collection. In the first place they were
collected by local constables without training and subject to local
pressures. There were the self-interested, desirous of tax-evasion if not
downright tax-avoidance. There was a general tendency not to trouble with
listing the exempt. There was the complication that the reasons for exemption
were mixed. It was not only the hearths of the poor that were exempt, so too
were industrial hearths such as kilns and also hearths in small charitable
institutions. Poverty itself was variously defined. It usually meant those too
poor to pay Church or Poor Rates, but might mean those with property and
income below a certain rather confusedly expressed level, though then only
if their poverty was certified by parson and overseers, which must in itself
have added to local variability. There was probably also a general wish to
lighten the burden of a tax which was not going to be spent locally. In 1688
William Fleming, a Cumbrian gentleman, wrote to his brother ‘Tell the
constable the same Hearth-man is coming again. Tell him to be as kind as his
conscience will permit to his neighbours’.(2)

Some Hearth Tax returns for all the townships of Warton parish have
survived for certain years between 1664 and 1673 and can be seen on
microfiche in the Lancashire Record Office. Only the returns for Lady Day
1664 include non-chargeable hearths. The detailed basis on which they
were collected in the Warton townships is not known. It is unlikely that
industrial hearths made a significant contribution to the number of exempt
hearths in Warton, and though Archbishop Hutton’s school and almshouse
were, presumably, exempt, that too would be of minimal importance.

197

IT XIANHAddV



APPENDIX III

HOW IT WAS
Books, Wills and Beliefs

The beliefs of the Church of England had taken shape in Edward
VI’s reign in the form of forty-two articles - later, under Elizabeth, the
‘thirty-nine articles’. It has been noted that these include a substantial
injection of Calvinist beliefs; in particular, an assertion of ‘predestination’,
even as built into the fabric of the universe, and accompanied by an
‘election’ of the redeemed. This was related to the puritan strand in English
religious thought in the middle sixteenth century, and this puritan tradition
was strong in Matthew Hutton of Priest Hutton, Archbishop of York from
1595 to 1606 (see Appendix 4).

Matthew Hutton

Matthew Hutton made his will in 1605. He left a score of named books
to relatives and friends. His chaplain (whom he had supported through
Cambridge) was given his choice of books up to the value of £6-8s-4d.
Anthony Bugg, ‘scholler in Cambridge’, was given a sum of money, and
‘such of my books as are fytt for him’, to the value of £4-6s-8d.® In 1613
Bugg became vicar of Warton.

The name Bugg was rare in northern counties and, though the names
Bugg and Bugge can be found now, they are not known to have been
current locally in Anthony Bugg’s day. (The Victoria County History gives
him as Buggs; this seems to be a misreading; it is not used in Hutton’s will.)
The name may have been more frequent in East Anglia. Francis Bugg
(1640-1724), the renegade Quaker, for instance, was from Mildenhall in
Suffolk. Anthony Bugg was installed at Warton in April 1613 and stayed
until his death in 1632.

The present interest in Bugg derives from the inventory of over eighty
books drawn up when he died and from the implications of some of them
for the religious outlook in the Warton area in the seventeenth century.

The money value put on the whole list was between £9 and £9-10s in
1631, twice the value of the books left him by Hutton in 1605 - though the
alteration in book values over the period is not known. There are still some
problems of transcription, and it is clear that the compiler of the inventory
list was not competent beyond English. Not all authors and titles have been
identified, but some main groups can be seen.

There were some classical works, presumably from Bugg’s Cambridge
days: Virgil’s Eclogues, Sallust, Cicero’s letters (in J. Sturm’s edition), his
speeches and his De Officiis, Greeck Isocrates and Cesar’s Comentaryes.
There were reference works like Thomas Tomatius’s dictionary and a
‘poetical dixtionary’. Sir Thomas Elyot’s Castle of Health, of the
mid-sixteenth century was of general interest. There were copies of Marcus
Aurelius and Aristotle’s Ethics.
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The religious works included traditional writers like Jerome ( ‘Hieroms
homilies’), Cassiodorus (a fifth century litterateur who founded a
monastery), Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury around 1100, and numerous
commentaries on the scriptures. There were two books (upon Thavangelist
and upon Paul’s epistels) by Nicholas de Lyra, a fourteenth century lecturer
in Paris, famous for his Postillae, or commentaries, and for his insistence
on literal rather than allegorical meanings. Collections of sermons included
Smyth’s Sermons, Anamcles[?] Sermons upon the Festivalls and Culman
upon the Festivalls. There was also John Napier’s upon the revelacion,
which he published in 1593, long before his logarithms.

The first work in the list is one Geneva bible. This (the puritan bible)
was a translation published in 1560. Next is a Synopsis, not further explained
but worth eighteen shillings, more than any other single book in the list.

The third entry is less clear. The first three letters are ‘Buc’, followed by
what may be, from the thick flat top stroke, an ordinary backward ‘e’, or an
‘0’. The last letter is apparently an ‘r’, though it is not the usual final ‘r’ met
in this list. It is presumed that the name was probably ‘Bucer’ (Butser); no
book title is given.

Martin Bucer (1491-1551) was a leading Reformation theologian in
Strassbourg. Like others, he had to flee after failing to sign the ‘Interim’ of
the emperor Charles V in 1548, an attempt to find some religious modus
vivendi between protestant and catholic among Charles’ German subjects.
Bucer came to England at the invitation of Cranmer and stayed with him in
1549. He collaborated with Cranmer in his book upon the sacraments.
Bucer is credited with providing the intellectual side of this collaboration
and, since both were always ready to settle differences, the result could be
called a typical English compromise.

Edward VI made Bucer the Lecturer in Theology at Cambridge. Bucer
also acted as tutor to Edward VI - who even helped him to get a German
stove when he was cold and ill, and granted him an annuity. The Duchess of
Suffolk aided him, too, and two of her sons were Bucer’s students. There
are letters from her family, including an appreciative one from Jane Dudley
(Lady Jane Grey), aged fourteen. He remained in Cambridge till his death
in 1551. In the reign of Mary I his remains were exhumed and burnt. He had
known Erasmus (1466-1536), a humanist forerunner of the Reformation.
Bugg had Erasmus’s Addiges (Adages). (If it was the 1615 edition, it must
have been Bugg’s own copy, not one inherited from Hutton.) Bucer also
knew Luther and Bugg had among his books Luther on the Galatians.

The local connection here is that Matthew Hutton began his degree at
Cambridge in 1546 and finished in 1551, the years of Bucer’s stay in
Cambridge. There is no doubt that he was part of Bucer’s circle which
included Edward Grindal who was Archbishop of York before Hutton, and
a friend and a profound influence on Hutton’s thinking.
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Continuing the book-list, we come to Brintius upon thavangelist.
Johann Brenz (1499-1570) is variously spelt. In Latin he was Brentius or
Brencius. He was a mayor’s son from Swabia, who supported Luther and
organised a church on Lutheran lines. After vicissitudes and escaping to
Basle, he settled in Halle. He was considered a main influence in the
Reformation, helping to write the Wurttemberg Confession of Faith, and
his work became known in England. Richard Shirrye translated part of his
scriptural work, ‘A verye fruitfull Exposicion upon the syxte Chapter of
Saynte Iohn’ (1550). Many of the reformers wrote on John as having a
directer theological approach.

Stappleton promptuariufm] appears in the list. Thomas Stapleton
(1535-1598) left Oxford to follow his parents to Louvain when Elizabeth
came to the throne. He had an erratic temperament: he left a chair at Douai
for a Jesuit novitiate, and abandoned that, amid recriminations, before
taking a chair of theology at Louvain and being considered as a possible
cardinal. He expressed doubts about the extent of papal authority over
princes, and denied that the pope had any right to dethrone them for purely
civil reasons. He attacked English divines, but also wrote of Becket and
Thomas More in his ‘Tres Thomae’ (1588) and translated Bede. It is not
certain that Bugg had this work since his Bede’s ecclesiastic history of
England has a different title from Stapleton’s work.

Bugg had ‘Bunnyes resolution & two ould sermon books’. The two
sermon books are probably to be regarded as miscellaneous items rather
than by Bunney. There were two brothers called Bunney, from a Yorkshire
family. Francis, the younger (1543-1617) wrote three tracts against
Bellarmin, a major Catholic controversialist; and Bugg had a hostile tract
against him (Piscator contra Bellarmin de iustificacione). Francis became
connected with the north-east of England and was a popular preacher. His
elder brother, Edmund (1540-1618), became a preacher also. He travelled
much in the north, and preached extempore; he was also considered
‘forward and meddling’ because of this. Both were admirers of Calvin, and
Edmund published an Abridgment of Calvin’s Institutions (1580). Bugg
had a copy of Calvin’s Institutions, but the edition is not known. Edmund is
probably the brother referred to in Bugg’s list. For he was chaplain to
Archbishop Grindal, Hutton’s puritan predecessor, and sub-dean of York for
nine years. Moreover one of his publications was entitled A4 book of Christian
Exercise, appertaining to Resolution. Edmund Bunney was also part of the
Grindal/Hutton circle and his monument can be seen in York Minster.

John Argall, another English divine, was a noted disputant at Oxford.
He performed in a play when Elizabeth paid a visit in 1566. His chief work
was De vera poenitentia, which appears in Bugg’s list.

There are three works by Musculus in the list, probably from Archbishop
Hutton’s own library since Phylip Foorde, another recipient of Hutton’s
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books, was left other works of Musculus. This was the name by which
Wolfgang Moesel (1497-1563) chose to be known - there was a scholarly
fashion for latinising your name. He was a poor lad taken into a monastery,
where he preached and read Luther avidly. Leaving his abbey to marry he
was reduced to penury. He went to Strassbourg, Augsburg and Wittenberg,
where in 1536 he became a delegate to Worms. He eventually moved to a
chair in theology at Berne. Bugg had his works upon Matthew (1541) and
upon John (1548) and his book upon coman places of the scripture (Loci
communes, 1554).

‘Ferus pestles’ hides a work by Johann Wild (late fifteenth century -
1554) on the Epistles (pestles). Ferus (=wild) was a Latin form of the name.
His works included commentaries on Matthew and on John, as well as on
the Epistles. He had much learning and oratorical power. In religious terms
he was a middle of the road man. He was attached to Rome, but he didn’t
scruple to condemn the abuses, attacks on which had brought Luther into
such disfavour. His supporters said that the hostile passages in his writings
were written by Protestants.

Aretius Theo: problemes is in the list. Benedictus Aretius, who came
from Berne, was a preacher of the reformed church, at Marburg, and a
popular theological teacher, who died in 1574. The work here is probably
his large Examen theologicum which was reprinted many times. But his
lasting reputation was for Alpine botanical knowledge, and his association
with Conrad Gessner, ‘the Pliny of Germany’. (Though Aretius Felinus
was also a name under which Martin Bucer wrote.)

The four volumes of the works of Osorius in the list recall a minor
incident of Elizabeth’s time. Osorio was a weighty Portuguese divine, who
wrote an exhortation to the queen, urging her to turn papist. He was
answered by Walter Haddon, the master of requests to the queen; but he
sensibly stayed in Portugal.

Another book which was certainly Bugg’s own, not inherited from
Hutton, was Withers Motto. The Motto, ‘a curious self-confession’ was not
published till 1618. George Wither had been imprisoned for his first verses
(1613) and freed after writing the king a satire. (Elizabeth of Bohemia, the
king’s sister, was an early patron.) His main work was Fair Virtue (1622).
He became puritan, a decade after Bugg’s death. He was ‘a fiery puritan’
and sold his property to raise a troop of cavalry. He was captured, but Sir
John Denham intervened on his behalf on the ground that while Wither
lived, he (Denham) would not be accounted the worst poet in England.
Wither lost much after the Restoration, and his poetry was forgotten.
Southey and Lamb revived interest and his 4 Collection of Emblemes has a
modern edition. Cromwell had employed him on the administration of
royalist estates in Surrey, and he is sometimes said to have been made a
major-general there.
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Warton’s greatest churchman, Archbishop Hutton (1548- 1606) was
undoubtedly of very firm protestant beliefs. He has even been called a
‘puritan bishop’.® There is too little biographical detail about Warton’s
vicars to assess how far this firm Protestantism continued influential in the
parish. It can be said, though, that a scrutiny of Anthony Bugg’s book list
does suggest that the puritan tradition exemplified by Matthew Hutton was
being maintained in the early seventeenth century in Warton. Bugg’s
reading was wide ranging, but there seems to be a reforming bias. There are
no other book lists known for the parish for comparison. Francis Jackson, a
later vicar of Warton who died in 1680 left books worth £6-13s-4d as well
as mathematical books worth £2, but their titles are not known. There is so
far no direct biographical information on Bugg to judge his impact on
Warton, and his will is missing. However, there is a collection of local wills
of these years which can be studied. In the preamble to wills of the period
there was often a religious formula used which can throw some light on the
testator’s beliefs.

The 222 wills found for Warton parish from 1600-16996) were studied
(there are many more death records but the rest were either inventories
without wills or purely administrative papers). Twenty two of these wills
contained no religious statement in the preamble. Most, but not all of these
were nuncupative wills, which were often made in extremis and dealt only
with practical matters on the disposal of the testator’s estate. This left 200
which could be studied for their religious content.

Wills, religious preambles

It was found that the religious attitudes in the preambles to these could
be divided between seven categories. These were:-

1. Unconditional commending of the soul into the hands
of ‘Almightie god’.

2. A hope for a pleasant after-life, only.

3. An expectation of the remission of sins, only.

4. A hope for the remission of sins and a pleasant
after-life.

5. A hope for the remission of sins, and the company of
the elect.

6. A hope for the company of the elect, only.

0. No religious preamble. (These have not been included
in Table A.1.)

Examples are:
1. I commende my soule into the handes of Almightie god.
I commit my soule into the mercifull hands of Jesus my Saviour.

2. I Commend my soule into the hands of Almightie god...steadfastly

beleiveinge the salvation of my soule and body.
I Commend my soule into the mercifull handes of Almightie

god..steadfasly beleivinge...to attain unto life everlasting.
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3. ICommend my sinfull soule into the mercifull hands of
Almighty god...trusteinge...to have free Remission of
all my sinnes.

Trusting...to have full and free Remission & forgivenes
of all my sinnes and Transgressions...

4. ...trusting...to have remission of all my sinnes & a joyfull
resurrection at the Judgment Day.

..remission of all my sinnes & my soule to enjoy the bliss
of eternall happiness.

5. ...J.C. my Gratious Remissioner...after this lieff to have
the joyfull fruition & possession of Eternal Joye amongst
the Ellected Children of god.

6. ...trustinge...ye peaceable & ioyfull fruition & possession
of eternal ioyes amongst the elected children of god.

...trusting to have the peaceable fruition & possession of
everlasting joy amongst the elect Children of God.

Table A.1
PREAMBLE: WARTON WILLS
1600-1699
Cat* 1600 - 1649 | 1650 - 1699
1 28 15
2 20 15
3 42 27
4 14 15
subtotal 104 72
5 7 4
6 12 1
subtotal 19 5
total 123 77

* for definition of categories see text on page 211

(Such phrases as ‘among the children of God’ or ‘among the saints and
angels’, though very possibly equivalent to ‘among the elect’ were not
certainly so and are treated here as only indicating a hope for an afterlife.
They were few in number.)

The 200 wills with preambles were assigned to one of the six categories
according to the preambles. The two tables of frequency according to the
first and second halves of the century are shown in Table A.1. These wills
cannot be asserted to be a normal sample or answerable to standard
assessments. The problems of using wills as evidence is dealt with more
fully in Appendix 1. Only broad hints from inspection can be expected.
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APPENDIX III

The breakdown shows that the first will to mention Categories 5 or 6,
the hope for the company of the elect, was on 2nd of April 1613 (Bugg’s
tenure began in that month). James Waithman, yeoman of Carnforth, made
his will as follows:-

1 commend my soule to the mercifull protection of allmightie god
Jaithfully trusting in the merrittes and sufferinges of my gratious
redeemer after this lyeff to have the peaceable and joyfull fruition
and possession of eternall Joye amongst the ellected children of
god...

The next will to mention election was made in 1615 when Robert
Ingleton of Warton, husbandman, died.

...considering the certeyntie of death to me and all men, and the

uncerteyntie of the tyme of death...Trusting in the merittes and

sufferinges of my gracious Redeemer after this Lyeffto have the

peaceable and Joyefull fruition and possession of eternal ioye

amongst the ellected Childeren of god. And do hereby pray that it

will please god to streighten and continew this faithe in me...
Here certainly was the Calvinist note of election.

For the first half of the century there are 123 wills to be studied. The
figures were collected separately for each township. In the first half of the
century Priest Hutton and Silverdale show no wills using Categories 5 and
6, but the other five townships each show a noticeable proportion; a quarter
of all wills in Borwick, almost a fifth in Warton and round about a sixth in
the Yealands and Carnforth. In drawing any conclusions it should be
remembered how small the actual number of instances is; only seven even
in Warton, the largest township.

The wills from the second half of the century were fewer (77) but, as in
the first half of the century, the most used category was still Category 3; a
hope for the remission of sins. This reflected the general Protestant belief in
a dispensation acquired by faith rather than by pious works (indeed one will
specifically states this axiom). The hope for the company of the elect
(Categories 5 and 6) was rarer but not extinguished. None in Borwick,
Silverdale or the Yealands, only one even in Warton, and one for the first
time in Priest Hutton. Only Carnforth still shows a small gathering (3 out of
23 wills).

Quaker wills

An interesting anomaly appeared in the Yealand wills. In the second
half of the century there is an excess of wills falling into Category 0 (no
religious preamble) or Category 1 (a general commendation of the soul to
God only). Indeed among the 13 surviving wills no other formula is found.
This is not because of an excess of nuncupative wills. The fact that a
number of the testators had known Quaker names, such as Backhouse,
Hubbersty and Cummings, rather suggests that it may have been Quaker
influence affecting the formulation of the preamble to wills in the Yealands.
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The choice of these two categories would be consistent with the Quaker
attitude to formalised professions of religious faith.

In general the findings are in keeping with the other evidence that there
was a particularly firm form of protestantism to be found in Warton in the
first half of the century (along, that is, with a very wide range of other
views). The mixture of beliefs that found shelter within an apparent
adherence to the Church of England was discussed earlier in Chapter 15. In
saying that among these views there were some very definitely puritan it
has to be remembered that in an only partly literate society the wording of a
will may have expressed the beliefs of the one or two educated men
customarily used to draw up a will rather than the testator’s own beliefs,
particularly if the latter were not very strong or fixed. It seems probable,
though, that the very exact references to a hope of being among the ‘elect’
found in Categories 5 and 6 would have to be shared by writer and testator.
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APPENDIX IV

HOW IT WAS
Matthew Hutton

Matthew Hutton, who was born in 1529 in Priest Hutton, died in
1606 in his 77th year, having been Archbishop of York since 1595. In 1594
he founded a grammar school in the parish of his birth. Warton’s present
primary school, the lineal descendant of the original grammar school, is
still known as ‘Archbishop Hutton’s’. It has seemed worth while, in this
book on his native parish, to collect together what is known of his life from
the rather scattered sources.®) Hutton’s place in the complicated
development of the Elizabethan church is only slightly touched on. For
those interested, his theological position was very fully discussed by Peter
Lake in 1979 under the heading ‘Matthew Hutton - a Puritan Bishop?’®)

In and around Warton it is still said that Matthew Hutton was a
foundling, given the name of the township where he was born because his
own name was unknown. The story seems to arise from some malicious
church gossip in the eighteenth century. It was not current in Hutton’s own
time.® In fact the Archbishop had known relatives in Warton parish. One
of his brothers, Robert, became Rector of Houghton-le-Spring in County
Durham and a Prebendary of Durham cathedral. He was left £20 in the
Archbishop’s will. A third Hutton brother, Edmund, is named,® but
nothing more is known of him unless he was the Edmund Hutton, of Priest
Hutton, a husbandman who died in 1594, leaving a modest competence in
his will. In the Grant of Arms issued to Matthew Hutton in 1584 he was
described as descended from ‘parents sufficiently famous or illustrious in
the County of Lancaster’ (Ex antiqua Huttonorum familia in Lancastriensi
Palatinatu nobilibus satis parentibus oriundus).() That of course was the
sort of thing the College of Heralds was supposed to find out for you and no
names are given.

Education

Matthew Hutton’s parents were, at any rate, able to see that he received
a good primary education. According to Lucas he got his education at ‘a
private school in Warton’ (about which nothing is known) and by the age of
17 years was living in the family of a Yorkshire gentleman who ‘taking
Notice of his fine Genius’, sent him as a sizar with his son to the University
of Cambridge.® A sizarship throws some light on the standing of the
Hutton family. A sizar was an undergraduate receiving an allowance from
the college to enable him to study. In the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries a sizar, according to the Oxford English Dictionary, ‘performed
certain duties now discharged by college servants’.

In 1546 Hutton was entered at Trinity College, Cambridge, and was
soon drawn into a circle of moderately radical protestant thinkers there,
grouped around Edmund Grindal, the future archbishop. It is not known
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whether Hutton took these protestant views up to University with him, or
acquired them there. Since the north-west is usually viewed as clinging to
old ways in religion it would be of interest to know if there was a strongly
protestant family in Warton parish as early as the 1540s. Hutton remained
at Cambridge for the next twenty years. His graduate and -early
post-graduate years were spent in the protestant reign of Edward VI, but in
1554 Mary I came to the throne and in the next three and a half years ‘nearly
300 people high, low, rich and poor, were burnt as Protestant heretics’.(9)
Other prominent protestants escaped death by taking refuge abroad. Hutton
stayed on in Cambridge. He was not yet important enough to be sought out
and, presumably, simply kept his head down. In Cambridge, with its strong
protestant tradition, there would be many colleagues doing the same.
University Career

The advent of the protestant Elizabeth to the throne naturally made a great
difference to Hutton’s prospects. He rose steadily in the university. He took
his B.A. in 1551, his M.A. in 1555, B.D. in 1562 and D.D. in 1565. In 1561
he was made Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity and the next year Regius
Professor. All in all it could be said of him that “...he was established as one of
the soundest scholars and most eloquent preachers in the University’.(10)
His fame was spreading outside University circles. In 1565 the Earl of
Leicester wrote to him to say that his ‘.. knowledge and zeal towards the
truth’, had come to the Queen’s attention.(!!) Then in 1567 he was appointed
Dean of York. He resigned the Regius professorship, the Mastership of
Pembroke College and the canonries of Westminster and Ely which he had
acquired (though he kept for another nine years the lucrative living of
Boxworth in Cambridgeshire to which he had been instituted as rector in
1563). For the rest of his life he was to live and work in the north of England.

The move seems a complete break in his career, but in many ways it
might have been anticipated. He was unalterably devoted to the Church of
England. Nevertheless he believed that the church might benefit from
further reform in a protestant direction. These reformist views had already
brought him into minor trouble in the ‘vestiarian controversy’; that is the
disturbance raised by the refusal of ultra-protestant ministers to wear a surplice
as enjoined by the church authorities. The surplice seemed to some an
undesirable and misleading remnant of popish superstition. The University
was split over the matter. Hutton put his name to a letter to Lord Burghley,
the Chancellor of the University at the time; a letter which merely asked
that the wearing of surplices should be waived for those who objected ‘not
because of anything inherently unlawful [in the practice] but to preserve the
unity and peace of the church’.(12) The letter was not approved and the
government still insisted on conformity. Hutton always lamented this failure
to reach a compromise which he saw as the beginning of the irredeemable
differences between the established church and puritan reformers,
differences he felt which ‘with wisdom and good policy they could have
been avoided then’ when it was no more ‘but a cross and a surplice’.(3)
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MATTHEW HUTTON

The position of moderate reformers like Hutton was a hard one. Any
criticism at all of the established church was sometimes confused with
disloyalty to the crown, the head of that church. The fate of Hutton’s friend
and patron, Edmund Grindal, was a warning of how easy it was to offend.
Grindal, after he had been raised to the see of Canterbury in 1575 was
anxious to supply the church with ‘preachers’ that is ministers sufficiently
learned and well-trained to preach and expound the scriptures from the
pulpit. It was a matter very dear to the heart of reformers. The Queen, on the
contrary, was suspicious of extempore preachers and what they might
preach. She thought it far safer for ministers to stick to reading the edifying
and approved discourses in the Books of Homilies, which had been issued
in 1563 for use in parish churches. Grindal, nevertheless, set up what he
called ‘Exercises’, meetings to instruct ministers and help them to preach.
In 1574 the Queen ordered Grindal to discontinue his Exercises. He refused
and was placed under virtual house arrest in his own palace. He died nine
years later, still unforgiven. Hutton had the courage to write letters of
sympathy to the archbishop during his arrest.

In the north things were different. Hutton’s move there may have saved
him from a dilemma, for in the north the strength of recusancy made it a
more obvious danger than puritanism. Even the ‘Exercises’, which were
forbidden in the south, were encouraged in the north. In 1583 it was
actually made obligatory on ministers in the Diocese of Chester (which at
that time included Lancashire) to attend monthly Exercises. Only in the
months from November to February were they excused, presumably as a
concession to the barbarities of the northern climate. It might be noted here
that in 1604 Mr Oborne, the incumbent of Warton, was described as ‘a
preacher’.(19)
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Matthew Hutton’s tomb in York Minster
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Dean, Bishop and Archbishop

Hutton spent the last forty years of his life in the north; as Dean of York
from 1567 to 1589, as Bishop of Durham from 1589 to 1595, and as
Archbishop of York from 1595 until his death in 1606. He had married for
the second time in 1567, the year of his move to York. (His first wife, a
niece of the Bishop of Ely, died in 1562 very shortly after the marriage.)
The second wife, Beatrix bore him eight children of whom six lived to adult
life. She died in 1582, but the children were not long left motherless, for
Hutton married in 1583 a widow, Frances Bowes, who survived him by
many years. Nothing is known of Hutton as a family man, except that, in a
life otherwise free from all scandal, it was said of him that he amassed a
surprising amount of property to leave to his children. A few letters to his
eldest son Timothy survive, but they are all on business matters. Only in
one is there a personal note which does suggest a little fatherly anxiety.
Timothy was due in York on government business, but there was much
infection in the city. Hutton added at the bottom of the letter ‘PS More
safetie not to coome, but more present credit to come...Yf you coome you
shall be welcome; yf you come not, I will not take it in evill part’.(1%)

Meanwhile his reputation was growing. Until a few years before his
death he was not only a vigorous ecclesiastic, but also an active member of
the Council of the North under its Lord President, the Earl of Huntingdon.
The latter was a most fortunate colleague for Hutton to work with. Hutton
at all times upheld the necessity of accepting the lawful authority of the
Queen as head of the church. In Huntingdon, her vice-regent in the north,
he had a royal representative whom he could gladly work with, ‘...the
perfect lay counterpart; a model of what a godly magistrate should be’.(1)
The two men worked together to suppress recusancy and promote the godly
values of their protestant faith.

Hutton, as Dean of York, was able to work well too with his
Archbishop. Grindal was both a friend and a fellow thinker. It has been said
of Hutton’s years as Dean of York, that he ‘...was the only active resident
dean of York for a century and a half...”.(7) In 1575 Grindal was translated
to Canterbury and Hutton’s relations with his successor, Edwin Sandys
were less good. In fact the two men quarrelled very fiercely over a number
of matters, and Hutton had ultimately to apologise publicly to Sandys and
admit that he had used ‘some very violent and unguarded expressions’.(!8)
However, it has been said that ‘in the north Archbishop Sandys quarrelled
with everyone that mattered...including the dean both of York and
Durham’,{!9 so perhaps Hutton was not much to blame.

In other ways Hutton seems to have been a patient and caring man. This
is shown particularly in his relationship with catholic recusants. Although
Hutton saw the fight with catholicism as central to his work in the north, yet
he preferred always to try persuasion with individual recusants.
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MATTHEW HUTTON

His patient attempts at conversion were noted with approval by central
government. ‘...your liff and actions ar reported very good of all your
neighbours, and in sekying to reform those that ar out of the waye, the
ordinary waye to reduce them which I heare you use is, by gentle instruction
of them first to se and fele their palpaple errors, and so to prepare them to
see the truth.’(20)

Hutton was, it seems, not without courage. Towards the end of the
Queen Elizabeth’s life, he was asked to preach a sermon before her. He
took as his text ‘The kingdoms of the earth are mine and I do give them to
whom I will’, and followed it up by a sermon showing that a queen, for the
good of her kingdom, ought to choose a successor. This was carrying
honesty to the point of fool-hardiness. No-one must ever mention to the
Queen that she must die and be succeeded. Fortunately for Hutton the
Queen chose to be diplomatic. At the end of the sermon, when everyone
looked to see the preacher annihilated, the Queen quietly opened the
window of the closet in which she sat and °...very kindly and calmly,
without show of offence (as if she had but waked out of some sleepe) she
gave him thanks for his very learned sermon’. But afterwards ‘She sent two
councellors to him with a sharp message, to which he was glad to give a
patient answer.’21)
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Hutton died in 1606. To some extent his world was failing him by that
time. Church and government were growing more and more suspicious of
all non-conformity. Hutton’s attempts to persuade before punishing
recusants no longer received praise. In 1599 Archbishop Whitgift wrote,
¢...here hath bene information gyven that recusants are of late increased in
that province, and that you are too milde with them. Some of your ministers
doe also affirme the same to be trewe’.(?2) This criticism Hutton was able to
accept, but when James I came to the throne Hutton received a letter from
the King’s secretary not only requiring him to proceed against catholics but
particularly to see ‘that the puritanes be proceeded against according to the
lawe, except they conforme themselves...” To a man who had spent his life
fighting catholicism this seemed to be attacking the wrong enemy. It wrung
from him a last testimony to his life-long views.

I wish with all my heart that the order were given not only to all
Bishops, but to all Magistrates and Justices of the Peace, &c. to
proceed against Papists and Recusants, who of late...have grown
mightily in number, courage and insolencie...

...The puritanes, whose fantasticall zeal I mislike, though they
differ in ceremonies and accidents yet they agree with us in
substance of religion and I thinke all or most of them love his
majestie...but the papists...are opposite and contrary in
substantialls of religion and cannot but wish the pope’s
authoritie and popish religion to be established.?3)

Two years later he was dead.

Hutton and Warton Parish

It would be fitting in this book to give particulars of Hutton’s
relationship with the parish of his birth, but really there is almost nothing
known. He founded a grammar school and almshouse there, it is true, but
that was in the fashion of the time. His two predecessors in the see of York
also founded grammar schools in the parish of their birth. Archbishop
Grindal at St. Bees in 1588, and Archbishop Sandys at Hawkshead in 1585.

The charter of Archbishop Hutton’s Grammar School says, in formal
fashion, that he desired to erect it in the parish of his birth to the glory of
God and the promotion of good learning. Of any more particular motive
one can only speculate. It is not even clear how far he had kept personal
touch with the parish. He left £10 ‘to my cosin, Robert Dawson of Warton’
in his will which suggests he was at least in touch with his relations
(nothing is known of this Robert Dawson unless he was the By-law-man of
that name chosen by the Manor Court in 1593). Anthony Bugg, vicar of
Warton from 1613 to 1632 must have been known to Hutton at Cambridge,
since Hutton left him books in his will, but no evidence has been found to
establish that Bugg was a Warton man by extraction (see Appendix 3).
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One anecdote and one fact about Hutton remain to be told which may
have relevance. The anecdote is that when Hutton was Bishop of Durham,
i.e. sometime between 1589 and 1594, as he was travelling over the Cam, a
stream near Ingleton, he dismounted, walked to a particular spot at some
distance from the highway and there knelt in prayer. A servant ventured to
ask him why he did so. He replied that ‘...when he was a poor boy, without
shoes or stockings, travelling this cold and bleak mountain on a frosty day,
he remembered that he had disturbed a red cow on that identical place, in
order to warm his legs’.2¥ The placing of this event at Ingleton makes it
possible, but no more than possible, that Hutton at the time was on his way
from Durham to Warton and, in view of the date, just possibly in
connection with the founding of the Grammar School.

Finally, there is still preserved in Warton parish a Greek Bible, printed
in Basle in 1545 (a re-edition of the first complete Greek Bible printed by
the Aldine press in 1518) with Matthew Hutton’s name inscribed on the
frontispiece. The name looks very much as though it was Matthew Hutton’s
own signature. His titles have been added in another, though roughly
contemporary hand. No-one knows the history of this bible, but it forms the
only tangible link between Matthew Hutton and his place of birth.
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114-116

116

109

110-114

151

4-5, 26, 37, 46, 48, 63

Lancashire cont
Lancaster
Lancaster canal
Lancaster Castle
Land reclamation
Land tenure
Land utilisation
Landless labours

Landlord/tenant disputes

Landlords
Latin

Lawson, Thomas (Vicar of Warton)

Laxton
Leaseholders
Leighton Hall

Levellers
Leyburne, Bishop John
Ley-farming
Limekilns
Limestone
Lindeth
common
fishing
saltworks
Linseed
Literacy
measures of
Warton parish
women
Little Ice Age
Liver fluke
Live-stock marketing
London
Longhorns
Looking-glass
Looms
Lucas, John
birth
nearly drowned
schooling

76,111, 135,157,173
51, 80, 135

68-69

157, 168

135-136

5, 23-24, 55-57, 59
23, 33,41
135-136, 139
57-64

56-59

188

171-172, 175-178
5

56

72,76,79, 99, 127,
163-164, 184

110

164

46

148

14-16, 19-22, 51-52
29

52

141

143

146

189

190

189
35,37
49

51

101, 107
48

79

146

67
67
188

Lynsey, Thomas (Vicar of Warton) 159

Malthusianism
Malting
Manor Courts
Manors
Manure
Markets
Marriage

Master/servant relationship

May-pole
Meadows
Medical Act (1511)
Medical practitioners
Mental handicap
Men’s clothes
Merestones
Middleton

Dame Anne

Sir George

Thomas
Middleton family

Middling sorts

90

68, 116, 149
55-56, 120, 25-30
23-24, 55-56

25, 26, 34, 42-43, 50
51, 53-54

35,53

109-110

182

24, 46

106

106, 172

106

81, 82

24

31, 106, 127, 162, 192
31,42,51, 54, 61-63, 68

99, 100-104, 130, 144, 162

31,61, 63,99, 160, 162
51,59, 63, 68, 72, 99
100, 104, 160, 162
102-103



Midwife
Migration
Millhead
Mills
Borwick
Capernwray
Carnforth
Heron Corn
Warton
Whitbeck
Milnthorpe
Minerals
Mixed farming
Morecambe Bay parishes
Mortality crises
1623
1670
1728
Warton parish

Nicholas pennies
Non-conformism

Oaths

Qatmeal

Oats

Qat-cakes

Onions (onyons)
Open Fields
Overseers of the Poor
Over-pasturing

Owborne, William (Vicar of Warton)

Oxen

Pastoral farming

Pasture

Paupers

Peas

Peat

Peat digging

Peat-mosses

Pedlars

Pendle Hill

Penny dole

Pigs

Pinfold

Piper

Plague

Ploughing

Polite architecture

Pollarding

Poor
rate support
status

Poor Law

Population
E&W
Warton parish

Potatoes

Poultry

Presbyterianism

Preston Patrick

Pre-marital conception

Priest Hutton

134, 188
156

167-168, 71
37,115
36-37, 114-115

33-35
46, 49-50, 52
97, 123
37-38

17-18, 42
17-18, 42

17-18, 21, 42, 136

84
165

116-117
109
119, 123-125

85
85-87
39,115
49
159-160
165
130-131
22

Priests (Catholic)
Professionals
Psalm-singing
Puerperal fever
Puritanism
Warton parish

Quakers
burial
Lancaster Castle
meeting houses
oaths
tithes
war
Warton parish
women

Radicalism
Rainborough, Colonel
Rams
Ready-made clothes
Recusants
Reformation

in England

in Warton parish
Religious belief
Rent
Retting
Return to Households 1563
Rickets (recketts)
Rickman’s multiplier
Rigalts
Rivers

Keer

Kent
Roads
Rock-salt
Rooms
Rotation of crops
Roughmason
Royalist plot
Run-rig
Rush-bearing
Rye

Sailors

Saint Oswald’s Church
Saint Oswald’s Feast day
Salting

Salt-marshes
Salt-welling
Sandstones

Savoy conference
Schoolhouse

Scythe

Seamen

Seasonality of deaths
Sea-weed (sea-wrack)
Sects

Seekers

Senset Well

Servants

Serving girls
Settlement Act 1662
Settlement patterns

157, 162-163
105
171
129
127, 159-160
202

169
168
169-170
167
166
169
165-169
170

181-182
37

153

179-181
181-182

45, 53-54

19, 50

143

15

161

186

41

120

91-94

43

159-160

165
20,22,52,179
109-111, 116-117
132

121-123
20-22



Shearing

Sheep
breeds
flock size

Sherlock, Dr Richard

Ship-building

Sick (care of)

Sickle

Silly penny

Silverdale
clothes-dealer
common
fishing
guest-beds
hemp growing
lack of mill
lay-out
population
Quakers
schoolmaster
size of holdings
stinting

tenant/landlord disputes

tenant-right
timber rights
Town Field
water
wood-pasture
Silverdale Chapel
Silverdale Manor
Silverdale Pottery
Silverdale sheep
Slate
Small beer
Small holders
Smallpox

Smorthwaite, James (Vicar of Warton)

Soft furnishings
Soke mills
Specialised farming
Spinning

Sports
Spring-sown crops
Squatters

Staple foods
Starvation

Stavely

Stinting
Stock/crop ratio
Stock marketing
Stockings

Stone houses
Stout, William
Strip Holdings
Subsistence farming
Sub-letting

Suit of court
Sumptuary laws
Surnames
Sweating Sickness
Syphilis

Tables and tableware
Tanning

41

134

48-49

51

124, 164,172
147, 153
106-107

41

78-79

84

43

141

80

144

69

14, 20, 22
136-137
177

175, 189
136-140
49
63-64
63-64

77
148-149

Tenant/landlord disputes
Tenant-right
Tethering
Textiles
Warton parish
Thatch
Tiles
Timber
Tithes
farm wages
potatoes
Quakers
wool
Tobacco
Toleration
Toleration Act 1689

Topography (Warton parish)

Town Fields
Town tack
Tubs etc
Turnips
Typhus

Undergarments

Under-registration (Baptisms)

Uniformity

Vernacular architecture
Vestries
Vicars of Warton

Wage earners
Wages

Walker, Richard (Vicar of Warton)

Walling

Warton
bulls
burgage holdings
constable
droving
fish market
guest-beds
houses
house-row
inn
lay-out
market
meadows
mill
salt marshes
ship-building
stinting

tenant/landlord disputes

timber rights

Town fields

water
Warton Crag
Warton Crag sheep

Warton ecclesiastical parish

Warton Manor
Warton Manor Court
Warton Marsh
Warton Old Rectory
Washington arms

43, 57-64, 99-101, 103-104

57,59, 63-64
46

144-146

135

73-74, 170
74

13-15, 16-17
54, 36,27
61

77,79

38-39

94-95

83
87
161

72
119-120
158-160, 170-173

110, 113
111-113
160
148

47
60
120
52
143
80
72-74
121
80
21-22
22,54
40,46



Washington family
Washington, George (USA)
Water supply
Wattle and daub
Websters
Weeding tongs
Weddings
Weeds
Weir
Wet-nursing
Wheat
Whittington
Widows
Wife/husband relationship
Wigs
Wills
religious preambles
Yealands
Windmills
Winnowing
Winter feed
Winter-sown crops
Witchcraft
Women
clothes
constables
courage
education
inheritance
rank
Woodland
Woodwell
Wood-pasture

101-102
180
20,22, 52
73

146
40-41

183

40

20

133

37

191
61-64, 121, 127
127-129
83
198-204
202

127
60-61,128
97

14, 41-42
20, 52

41

Wool

Wool book 1631
Wool-gathering
Worthing
Writing

Yealand Conyers
flax mill
Yealand Manor
Yealand Meeting House
Yealand Redmayne
Yealands
arable land
child abuse
civil war
forgery
George Fox
hemp growing
lay-out
mill
Quaker houses
Quaker wills
Quakers
tenant/landlord disputes
tenant-right
timber rights
town bull
Town Field
water
Yeomen
Yew tree

49, 51
52,137, 138
134

42

187

33
135
61
165
123

30

132

89-90

123
162,165-166
144



INHABITANTS OF WARTON PARISH MENTIONED IN THE TEXT*

BORWICK
Addison,

Bacchus,
Bindloss,

Bower,
Chorley,
Cockerham,
Cockerham,
Drinkhall,
Graveson,
Godsalve,
Mansergh,

Pleasington,
Sander,
Sherlock,
Thornton,
Townson,
Williamson,
Wilson,

CARNFORTH
Bainbridge,
Hadwen,

Hodgson,
Lucas,
Lucas,
Mason,

Nicholson,

Waineman,
Waithman,

LINDETH
Waithman,

Jenet
James
Richard
Christopher}
Francis}
Robert}
William
Thomas
John
John
Elizabeth
Leonard
Alice
Thomas
William
John
John
William
Richard
William
George
William
James

Peter
Agnes
Margret
Alice
Anthony
Robert
Richard
John
Richard
Isabel
Isabel
John
Thomas

William
James
Jarvice

John
William

1603
1637
1600

(see main Index)

1600
1698
1611
1611
1638
1600
1607

c 1701

1699
1699
1633
1676
(see main index)
1600
1638
1600
1627

1683
1620
1632
1683
1630
1614
1651
(see main index)
1675
1683
1651
1696
1696
1641
1677
1613
1613

1607
c 1668

82
148
81

81
68
77
150
81
81
80
124
147
147
40
79

81
103
52,81
151

146
717
78
129
146
53
129

149
129
129
147
147
149
123
150
150

52
165-166

SINVLIdVHNI



INHABITANTS

PRIEST HUTTON
Gibson, Richard
John
Hutton, Mathew
Robinson, Lanslett
Thomas
Townson, Richard
Mary
Turner, Thomas
Ann
Margret
Francis
SILVERDALE
Atkinson, James
Banks, John
Bisbrowne, John
Jennet
Marie
Burton, Ann
Clarke, William
Corleis, George
Cornthwaite, Hugh
Dickinson, Mary
Hadwen, Mary
Jenet
James
Heblethwaite, Jennet
Waithman, Agnes
Walker, Christopher
Wilson, John
WARTON
Abram, Richard
Atkinson, Anthony
Atkinson, Thomas
Aylmer, William
Bland, Brian
Brown, William
Browne, John
Bugg, Anthony
Burrow, Elizabeth
Cancefield, Thomas
Cansfelde, John
Charnley, Christopher
Chorley, Thomas
Cornthwaite, Issabel

Hugh

1667
1681
(see main index)
1684
1684
1653
1635
1633
1600
1689
1635

(see main index)
1632
1669
1642
1642
1610
1666
1589
1680
1725
1688
1645
1674
1633
1685
1691
1692

1702
1612
(see main index)
(see main index)
1673
1675
1678
1632
1593
(see main index)
1699
1610
1602
1668
1698
1632
1672

148
148

77

77
121-122
130
82,149
82

106

130

124
129
129
84

141
146
124
130
53

131
150
124
128
147
142

143
120

31

110
102
142
174

79
149
134
66
68
110
167



Dawson,
Greenwood,
Hadwen,
Harris,
Helme,
Hest,
Houseman,
Howsman,
Hynd,
Ingleton,
Jackson,

Jackson,
Johnson,
Kenie,

Kitson,

Lamberson,
Lawrence,
Lawson,
Lucas,
Lynsey,
Nicholson,
Owborne,
Rippon,
Sander,
Smorthwaite,
Swainson,
Tailor,
Waithman,
Walker,
Walling,

Ward,

Washington,

Wilson,
Winder,
Wraston,

John
Thomas
John
John
Richard
Thomas
Thomas
Anthony
John
Robert
Richarde
Ellen
James
Francis
John

Elizabeth (L)

John (L)

William (L)

Thomas

Margret
John
Robert
John
Thomas
John
Thomas
Elizabeth
William
John
Robert
James
Elizabeth
Robert
Robert
Richard
Jennet

Thomas
Agnes
John
Leonard
Elen
Lawrence
Thomazin
Alice
Anne
Catherine
John
Bridget
Agnes

1653
1626
1677
1718
1593
(see main index)
1635
1602
1669
1614
1593
1616
1718
(see main index)
1593
1644
1644
1644
1638
1649
¢ 1590
1638
c 1670
1681
(see main index)
1676
(see main index)
1675
(see main index)
1677
1616
(see main index)
1632
1577
1609
(see main index)
1632
1632
1698
1611
c 1590
c 1629
1635
1642
1642
1642
1631
c1670
1692
1698
1673

79
78
47
187
174

150
134
124
81

49

110
187

184
131
131
131
69

101
101
121
105
123

146
110

123
110,150

146
105
120

110
106
43

131
101
101
101
101
101
101
101
102
147
106
106

SINVIIGVHNI



INHABITANTS

YEALAND
Allanby, Edward (YR) 1658 130
Backhouse, John ¢ 1690 76, 165-166
Bayleman, John (YR) 1696 192
Clarkson, Thomas 1686 39
Crofft, James 1652 167
Cumming, John (YR) 1697 74
Guy, Christopher (YC) 1667 109
Mary (YC) 1667 109
Hobkin, Thomas 1682 30
Hobkyn, Thomas (YR) 1681 123
Hodgson, George (YC) 1699 77
1652 167
Hubberstie, Peter 1634 133
Hubbersty, Gervase (YC) 1610 147
Robert c 1689 165
Hubberthorne, Richard (see main index)
Hugginson, William c 1689 165
Lancaster, Richard (YC) c 1689 165-166
Middleton, Anne}
George} (see main index)
Thomas}
Osliffe, John (YR) 1681 123
Robinson, Thomas (YC) 1690 148
Smith, John 1699 147

* Individuals with the same surname have been listed together, but this cannot be
taken to mean that they are related. Where there are two page references for the same
name the implication is that they refer to the same individual, but this cannot be taken
for granted.
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Life in North Lancashire in the 1600s was hard,
especially if you were poor.

The old parish of Warton, which included
Silverdale, the Yealands, Borwick, Priest Hutton
and Carnforth, supported a population of 1200.
By examining hundreds of seventeenth century
documents members of the Mourholme Local
Historic Society have patiently pieced together
the evidence that shows how those people lived.
Almost everyone was engaged in farming, even if
they had other occupations as well. But farmers
had to cope with low yielding crops, unimproved
livestock, and the vagaries of the Little Ice Age
climate. In bad years the poorest went short of
food and were vulnerable to disease, including
plague. Woodlands were less extensive than they
are today and houses were heated with peat dug
from the local mosses. The staple diet was oats.
Hemp was grown for its fibre which was used to
make coarse working clothes, sacks and rope.
These were turbulent times politically and in
religious life, and Catholics and Quakers were
liable to suffer for their religious beliefs.
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